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CHAPTER IX. 

General View of the Confederacy^-^War renew^d-^ 
Siege of Zuric-^Tfeachery of Brun — Death of Al^ 
bert — Truce with Aujirta — Death of Agnes-^Ar^ 
nold of Cervola — War between Berne and the Bir- 
fhofofBdle. 

HAVING condufted our hiftoty thus far, 
it riiay not be improper to take a flidrti 
and retrofpeftive view of the rife and progrefs of 
the Helvetic confederacy ; and to examine, with 
fome degree of precifion, the refpeftive views of 
the different cantons, in acceding to the alliance. 
We fliaJl tKen be enabled to form a more accurate 
cftimate of the prii^ciples upon which they afted 
in thofe important fcenes, to which it remains for 
us to conduft our readers. 

VoJ.. II. B The 



2 HISTORY OF TKTi^ 

There is anc ftriking and charafteriftic featurcr 
which diftinguiflies the emancipation of the Swifs- 
from all other revolutionary changes, which are 
recorded in the ananls of mankinds The reader 
will eafily perceive that we allude to the unex- 
ampled prudence and moderation of their con- 
duA, in a fituation when moderation and pru-' 
dence are leaft to be expetjted. Even during the 
firft fervor of recovered liberty, we <fifcover no 
Symptoms of that fanguinary and vindictive fpirity 
which has fo often tarniflied the nobleft caufe,. 
and which perhaps contributes more efFeftually to* 
the fupport of arbitrary power, than all the guards 
-arid axes with which it is furr^urided. Ihdeed, ta 
ardifcriminating mind, the Helvetic confederacy 
feemS' not fo' much to» be the union of independent 
ftltesy exercifihg a facred and inherent right, and 
confolidatidig their individual force mto one com- 
mon mafs for the general advantage of the whole^ 
as the league of a weak and ihliiiated people, im- 
pelled by the neceffity of the moment, to combine- 
for their mutual lecurity againft a dangerous and* 
CKppreffive foe. 

.In a former part of this work, we ent^red^ with: 
feme detail, into the fituatioH of the Helvetic 
fiates, before the ambitious: projefts of the houfe 
of Auftria had roufed them to a fenfe of indepen- 
dance.. Few, indeed, were tlie privileges which 

were 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 3 

were then enjoyed by the Swifs ; but they were 
ftill fufficient to fliew that their condition was 
Very different from that.of abjeft vaflalage* Suf* 
fice it t6 obferye, that no innovation could take 
jdace in the internal government of any canton, 
unlefs it*s confent was previoufly obtained* This 
invaluable right was guaranteed to them by the 
forms of the Crermanic conftitution, by which too 
they were, in fome degree, authorifed to refift 
every unjuft encroachment upon their hereditary 
franchifes. Even Albert himfelf was fo fenfible of 
this^ that throughout the whole career of his in* 
juftice, he affected a I'efpecl for eftabliflied. ufages, 
which was by no means congenial to his temper* 
Nay more, when the oppofition which he experien* 
ted, had at length convinced him that nothing was 
to be obtained by the artful fyftem he had adopted, 
he dared not venture to throw off the mafk, and 
appear in his natural charafter. But concealing 
his own ambitious projefts, under the plaufiblc 
pretence of vindicating the controverted autho* 
rity of the Germanic empire^ he pretended to be 
reducing a refractory member to obedience, while 
he was in fa£l attempting to enflavc a free and 
independent peojde. 

No fooner had the firft cantons Ihaken off the 
Auftrian yoke, and fecured their independ^ince by 
the victory of Morgarten, than their union was 

B a eftabliflied 



4 HISTORY 6f THt 

eftabiiftied upon two leadilig principles, viz. Mu- 
tual froieHion againjl the aggrejjion of any external 
foe — and the revival of the ancient conjiitution. By 
way of fecuring themfelves againft the firft, it was 
eaafted, that neither of the contracting parties Jhould 
acknowledge the jurifdiSiion of any foreign prince 
without the confent of the ether /«;<>— and that in cafe 
of an attack, every man capable of bearing arms 
fliould fly tb the common ftandard : An attach-, 
ment to the confiitution they thought moji likely to be 
promoted by the fwiple forms of civil jur if prudence^ 
and the mild and equitable proceedings of t)ye ma- 
pfirates. To thefe two points were all the wiflies, 
and all the views of the firft confederates reftricted* 
Beyond the tranquil enjoyment of domeftic com- 
fort and perfonal fecurity, their humble ambition 
beheld nothing attrafting. All feudal rights were 
refpefted ; all due allegiance to the imperial throne 
preferved inviolate^ A conduct founded upon fuch 
principles of moderation, was didated by hearts 
untainted by luxury, and unfeduced by intereft. 
Yet it would have proved no eafy talk for the 
profoundeft politician to have fuggefted a wifer 
fyftem.- It threw the whole odium of the war 
upon the.houfe of Auftria ; it rendered all the im- 
perial towns jealous of Albert. 

The fituation of the other cantons, at the timb 

of their acceffion to the league, was in many re- 

.>. . fped« 
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^ects different. Thus the objects of the alliance 
were gradually extended, a» the circumftances or : 

ambition of it*s members demanded other precau- 
tions, or inspired other views. " I 

i" i 

Few propolitions feem to us more capable of 
demonftration, than that man % by nature inclined 
to fubmijjion^ and that it requires a inore than co m* 
mon degree of mifconduB^ on the part of his governors 
to make hi m reftfi.l^ Whether this proceeds from 
habitual indolence-^from the dread and uncer-' 
tainty of a revolutionary change — or from a kind 
of innate reverence for all thofe dazzling infignia 
with which fupreme power is ufiially accom-' 
panied-— is 2^ problem which we fliall leave to the 
philofopher to r^efolve.'TThe obfervation corses: "^ Jrp^^^ 
within {he province of hiftory, and is authentic ';^V^ ^ -^^ 
<;ated by her documents in every age. iffU/^c^nt^ 

The town of Lucerne was more immediatelyU^^iL^d^^ iS 
dependant upon the houfe of Auftria, and would,\_ /^^^^^^^ 
in ail probability, have patiently fubinitted to the n/ ^ 
yoke, had it been impofed with a lefe rigorous ^ 

hand. This people confequently, in embracing /^^'^^'f^Y' 
the alliance, h^d frefli obftacles to encounter ; nor ^^cKt^^^^^ 
was it by any means an eafy talk to reconcile al- ct^SrK^j ^ 
le^ance towards their feu dallord, with an ofFenfive %i ^^^t^ h 
and defenfive alliance with his declared enemies. 1""^^^'^*>'^ 
This difficulty did not exift with refpeft to the ^^1^ 
qy ^ B3 foreftC^" 
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foreft cantons, who had never been brought to ac-^ 
knowledge the fupremacy of Albert, Appear-^ 
ances were neyertheiels to be obferved with the 
world ; and ftrange as it mull feem to every. ra- 
tional mind, we find an exprefs refervation in fa- 
vor of the claims of Auftria, in a treaty^ the ma» 
nifeft object of which was to annihilate them atU 

The acceflion of Zuric forms another epoch in 
the hiftory of the confederacy, J'and gives it a ftill 
different Ihade. Expofed to inceflant dangers from 
the treachery of domeftic factions, who were abet- 
ted in their nefarious defigns by a powerful party 
without the walls, the Zurickers confidered their 
"-^ uaioa with the foreft cantons not only as a fecu- 
. / rity againft any external attack, but as the only 
• ^ • eflfedual fupport which this new conftitution could 
-*^ >^^ receive. It is well worthy obfervation, that till 
\ Inow the limits of the confederacy had been con-. 
fined to their refpe<9:ive territories* They were 
henceforth extended over a wider furface. The 
fyftem was no longer merely defenfive ; the pofli* 
bility of off^nfive operations was forefeen, 

y "^ ^ The confederacy had now acquired a degree ojf 

n^' » confiftency that rendered their alliance an object 

of no trifling importance. Under fuch circum* 

fiances, it could hardly be expefted that the little 

"'^ ftates of Zug and Glaris Ihould treat upon .terms 
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of -perfed equality. Thus we find, that under 
the denomination of confederates, they acquired 
little more than domeftic fccurity, derived from 
the protection of their new allies* 

But the wealth and power of Berne entitled her 
to the higheft confideration- She brought an ac- 
ceffion of flrength, which was inferior alone to 
that of Zuric, and flie was befides far lefs expofed 
to any hoftile invafion. Situated at a greater dif- 
tance from the Auftrian territory, from whence 
alone any real danger was to be apprehended, her 
yiews of aggrandifement were directed to another 
quarter. Yet it was not reafonable to expect^ 
that the foreft cantons Ihould co-q)erate in ex- 
tending the frontiers of Berne, on a> fi^e where 
they themfelves derived no real advantage from 
the acquifition, without ftipulating, at leaft, to be 
indemnified for the nefceffary charges of fuch an 
expedition. But in the Argau, which lay nearly 
at an equal diftance from both, they were to ferve 
at their own expence. This latter claufe may be 
eafily interpreted into a tacit declaration of their 
future intentions, to carry the waj* intg the ter-!- 
ritory of their common foe. 

The canton^ of Uri, Schweltz^, and Unterwal- 
<ien, may very juftly be regarded as the point 
where all the rays of the confederacy united, as 

B4 in 
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in one common centre. The other five cantons 
were more immediately connected with thefe ; 
and through thefe, with each other. The object 
both of Berne and Zuric w;as evidently aggran- 
dijiment — that of the foreft czntons fecuriiy. One 
principle however was common to them all : they 
all equally ftruggled for the prefervadon of their 
liberties. Thus was the houfe of Auftria their 
natural and hereditary foe ; the point to which 
their attention was unremittingly directed; for 
without the fupport of that powerful family, the 
whole fwari^ of petty tyrants which efpoufed the 
caufe of ariftocracy, were objects rather of fcorn 
than of terror. An alliance founded upon fuch 
a coincidence of interefts, was fubjeft to none of 
thofe little jealoufies, which are ufually the bane 
of all political confederacies. Befides, the Hel- 
vetic union wasi rather the eifect of chance, and of 
a fortunate combination of fortuitous circum^ 
fiances, than the refult of political fpeculation, or 
of deep laid defign. 

From our knowledge of Albert's charaderv, we 
may eafily infer that the pacification, fo recently 
efFefted by the mediation of the Margrave of 
Brandenburg, could not be of long duration. 
Impetuous and arrogant by nature, it is not.eafy 
to decide whether the Swifs were moft the objects 
of his inveteracy or of his contempt, Neither 

the 
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the examples of his father and brother, nor even 
that moft ufeful of all leflbns, perfonal experience, 
could open his eyes, and get the better of a pre- 
judice which was founded upon exaggerated cal- 
culations of his own power. He defpifed a people 
which had been formerly loft in the great aggre- 
gate of Auftrian dependancies, and had been con- 
iidered as a mere cypher in all political computa- 
tions. Even his own misfortunes availed him no- 
thing ; for he was willing to attribute them to 
any thing except to the real caufe. No fooner 
had one enterprife failed than he planned another, " 
His finances were exhaufted, his provinces were 
depopulated, that the magnitude of his exertions 
might fecure him againft any reverfe of fortune. 
Perfuaded too, that he fliould foon behold his ab- 
jeft rival at his feet, if he could once prevail upon 
the empire heartily to efpoufe his caufe — ^wliich 
he artfully reprefented as the common caufe of mo- 
narchy — no endeavour was omitted on his part, 
which could tend to kindle jealoufies, or excite 
fufpicions. After applying in the moft forcible 
planner to the interefts and paflions of the leading 
piembers, he addreffed himfelf publicly to the 
diet, accufing the Swifs of want of fidelity in 
their engagernents ; and in particular, of having 
already infringed the late treaty, by renewing 
their alliance with Claris. Their conduft, with 
refpecl to the empire, was reprefented as equally 

unjuttifiable. 
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unjiiiliiiable, and many inftances adduced of dif- 
regard for the imperial decree. The whole con- 
cluded with a petition to the emperor to declare 
them under the imperial ban, and to affift in the 
meritorious enterprife of reducing a refraftory 
member. The confederates, on their part, ftated 
in their own juftification, that the treaty had no 
retrofpeftive reference whatever. They very rea- 
dily admitted, that they werp bqjmd in future 
never to receive a dependant of the houfe of Auf- 
tria into their alliance. But their imion with Zug 
and Claris was of prior date, nor could it, by any 
cafuiftical conftrudion, be deemed an infraftion 
of the treaty. 

The love of power is naturally fo inherent In a 
royal mind, thatlt would have been the height of 
folly to expect that the emperor would liften to 
the difputants with an impartial ear. Indeed, 
from the very beginning, he appears to have en- 
tertained a ftrong prepoffeflion in favor of the 
claims of Auftria. Notwithftanding which, upon 
his arrival at Zuric, in the month of September, 
he received the deputies from the united cantons 
with apparent benignity, and liftened to their re- 
prefentations with patient attention. They ex- 
plained to him the nature of their confederacy, 
and the principles upon which they had acted ; 
endeavouring, at the fame time, to fliew that they 

had 
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had done nothing prejudicial to the legal claims 
of Auftria. Charles not oply expreffed himfelf 
fatisfied with thefe arguments, but advifed them 
to draw up a vindication of their conduft, and to 
prefent it in the form of a memorial, to Albert. 
In this they readily acquiefced ; but the event was 
fueh as might be cxpefted. Contefts of this na- 
ture have feldom been determined by the pen : it 
is to the fword alone that men muft appeal for 
the vindication of their deareft rights. The crifis 
is dreadful : but loft indeed is the nation which 
can hefitate between flavery and death ! 

The memorial remained without an anfwer, 
and the duke continued his preparations with un- 
remitting aftivity. While things were in 
1354. this anxious ftate of fufpenfe, Charles re- 
turned to Zuric, to celebrate the feftival of 
Eafter ; when finding that no progrefs had been 
made towards a pacification, he offered himfelf as 
mediator, and invited both parties to fubmit to 
his award. The propofal was eagerly embraced' 
by Albert, who had nothing to lofe by the de- 
cifion, and might eventually be a gainer. But the 
Swifs had already fuffered too much from confi- 
dence not to have learnt a little caution. The 
apparent candor of Queen Agnes was frelh in 
their memory, and they replied, that they were 
extremely grateful for the beneficent intentions of 

the 
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the emperor, and could have no objection to refer 
their caufe to his arbitration, provided it was 
clearly underftood beforehand, that the fentence 
was nowife to affeft the validity of their union. 
Charles, who, as we already have remarked, was 
ftrongly prejudiced to their difadvantage, affeded 
to confider this refervation as a reflection upon 
his own integrity, and confequently highly de- 
' grading to the dignity o f his eliarafter. But find- 
ing that nothing could prevail upon them to give 
tip the point, he was fo irritated at their obfti- 
nacyj that he proceeded, in the plenitucle'of his 
authority, to declare the bond null and void ; un- 
^er pretence that it was contrary to the laws of 
the Germanic body, for any member to form a 
league, without the confent and approbation of 
the chief. 

This was an unexpefted blow, which the con- 
federates knew not how to parry. A confulta- 
tion was immediately held between the delegates, 
to confider what anfwer it was proper to return 
to the imperial decree. A warm debate took 
place. The danger of a refufal was too evident 
not to appal the moft determined. But on the 
other hand, it was impoffible to fubmit, without 
an abfolute dereliction of • thofe principles for 
which they had fo long, and fo honorably con- 
tended. To abandon, in the moment of their 

diftreft. 
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diftrefe, thofe friends in whofe defence they had 
foknmly pledged themfelves %a facrifice their lives, 
was difhonor, was meannefs in the extrenae/ It 
was therefore at length decided to make the fol- 
lowing^reply, by the nwuth of Brun. " It is ne- 
" ceffary your majefiy Jhotild be apprifedy that the in-^ 
^ dijfoluble bond by which we are united^ far from 
" being diSiated by a fpirit of independance^ was the 
" only refource which remained to preferve us front 
^ abfolutcjlavery. It was made too at a time, when 
^ all our appeals to the empire had proved ineffeSluaU 
^ Tour predecejffhrs on tl>e imperial throne fanSlioned 
" the proceeding by their approbation. To the words- 
" of that very a6l we now appeal for proofs^ that it 
** was never our wijh to throw off our ancient depen* 
^' dance upon the Germanic body^ or even to deprive 
" any of its members of ihcir jvji and hereditary pre- 
" rogatives. To our fubfequent conduSi we likewifc 
** appeal : Let that confirm^ or invalidate the affer^ 
" tion. Far be it from us^ even now, to deny Albert 
" any claim which is not abfolutely inconftfient with 
" our freedom* But ta renounce an union, to which 
" alone we are indebted for our independance, and to 
** throw ourf elves bUndly on the mercy of a prince, of 
** whofe violence and injufiice we have experienced 
^^fuch recent proofs, is a facrifice too great to be ex* 
** peded^ The pretenjions of the houfe of Aufiria are 
^^ an endlefs fource of dif quietude Let thcin be' efii- 

" mated ; 
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** mated ; let a price be fixed for our prefent emdnci* 
^^ potion from all future claims^ and we will readily 
^^ pay it: for we are a plain and artlefs people^ little 
^^ fkilled in political cafuijiry or legal difcriimnations i 
^* but we know the value of an oath^ and our promife^ 
^* once pven^ is inviolable J* 

Charles was fo diflatisfied with' the firmnefs of 
the confederatesj^ that he immediatdy broke up 
the conference, and left Zutic, having firft ftridly 
enjoined all parties to refrain from hoftilities, till 
his further pleafure fliould be known. In his way 
back he met Albert at Bruck, where he was eafily 
prevailed upon to take an active part in the cqa* 
Htion. 

No fooner were the allied princcJs prepared to 
take the field, than the emperor's injundtion was 
withdrawn, and the coale^ed army having paiTed 
the Glatt, took pofleffion of Rapperfwyl, which 
Albert had obligfed Count John to cede upon eafy 
terms, under color of a fale. Few events could 
Itav^ taken place fo diftreffing to the Zurickersj 
for Count John, the more completely to deceive 
them, had engaged to obferve the ftri^eft neutra*^ 
lity. Zuric was now furrounded on, every fide, 
and had no longer any dependance hut on the 
courage and perfeverance of it citizens. ; . 

In 
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. ta detailing the events of the Helvetic union, it 
is no eafytalk for the hiftorian to avoid the ap- 
pearance of repetition ; it is a defect inherent in 
f the fubjed j for in all the attempts made by the 
Auftrian princes to fubjugate this gallant pei^l^ 
we have to defcribe the fame rafhnefs and arro^ 
gance on the one part, the fame prudence and re* 
folution on the other. Innumerable hofts are 
colle&ed, to be dii^rfed by a handful of men j 
and mighty preparations made, to vanifli like the 
mountain fmoke. Indeed, throughout the whic^e 
ftt'ogrefs of this memorable conteft, if we may be 
allowed to employ the emphatic language of 
Scripture, G6d seems to have hardened thb 

HEARTS OF PRINCE&, THAT HE MIGHTLEA0 THEM 
MORE SURELY TO THEIR DESTRUCTIONv 

Albert now found himfelf at the head of » 
more numerous army tlian he had yet conduced 
to the overthrow of this devoted city. Nearly 
the fame commanders appeared at the head of the 
auxiliary forces ; aU forgetful of their jKifi mif- 
.carriages, and elate with anticipated triumphs.. 
In a few days after their arrival, they were joined 
hy the emperor, with a large body of troops^ from 
his hereditary ftates ; when the whcde of the com- 
bined force is fuppofed to have amounted to up- 
wards of forty thoufand rncn. Yet notwithftand- 
ing their great fuperiority, both in number and 

ia 
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Secreqr fcldatn prevails long in a €oiifederaee 
caippir The ZuricH<^s. were akixoft iippxecjiately 
l^formad of what I^d pafied, and prudently re< 
fblvcd to omit no c^portunity of increafing the' 
inifuoderftanding. For this purpofe they dif* 
played the imperial eagle on the higheft tower ^^ 
ii\ (;on}tni^ion with ^e appropnate banner of the 
f^t^^ ineaning thereby to exhibit an tinequivocal 
proof of their own loyalty^ as a member of the 
Germanic body, and at the fame time to admoniflt 
thfi deputies from the imperial citres, that they 
were Paging war agsttnft a go-eftate, and taking: 
part in a cj&arrel which tv^as totally foreign to the 
conca^m of the empire, in defence of which they 
had be^ oftenfibly fiimmoned.: Several of the 
infeabftants too found occafion, utidfer various pre* 
t^xts^y of gaining admiflion intO' the allied camp^^ 
atwj artfully profited by the occafion to diffemi- 
Siate a welf-fbunded fufpicion ifefpecting the real 
niotives of the fiege. A body compofed df fucfe 
Reterogeneous particles^ tiatdcidi. little perfuafion to» 
feparate^ Many <af the allies were already weary 
of a war, in the event of which they had no im- 
mediate concern, and in which they had engagecJ 
merely from principles of duty. Remonftrance& 
ip confequ^ence were daily offered to the emperoir 
* againft the continuance of hoftilities, in which the* 
moft forcible arguments were empjoyed to fliew 

the 



the injuftke of the iindef taking, and the mtny 
qbftadfis they hsul ftifi to encounter. Charier, wha 
iedready began to repent his folly, in having rcn* 
dered himfelf an inftniment to ferve the anabition 
irf Auftxia, was ready enough to catch at aaay 
plaufihle excufc for withdrawing his aid. Having 
therefore fummoned the confederate princes tor 
TOimcil, he entertained them with a tedious ha^ 
rangue upon the duties of an emperor. In his 
puWic capacity, he laid, he was to be guided by 
the aggregate will of the whole body, and not by 
the fuggeftions of private friencilhip, or the cttc- 
tates of perfonal intereft. That, to his great fur- 
Iprife, he found that the Helvetic union was by no 
means conlidered to be a juft caufe for war, by the 
majority of the German ftates j and that there- 
fore, in conforpiity to their wilhes, which had 
been manifefted in the deareft mafaner, he an- 
nounced his intention to retire* 

Though it W{^ obvious to the meaneft capacity, 
that this inquiry ought to have been niade before 
an artny had been ajQTcmbled, Charles prided him- 
felf not a Uttlc upon the ingenuity of the device, 
and departed immediately for Bohemia to enjoy 
the iktisfaciion of his prudent conduct, and to 
prepare for an expedition into Italy. 

V 

C 2 Albert, 



Albertj tHotigli.now defcrted by all his 33iit^ 
was too much exafperated to hear of peace, and 
feemed determined to perfevere in the conteft, fo 
long as his hereditary dominions could furnilh 
him with the means of war. The plan was now 
entirely changed. Every thing which difappointed 
pride could contrive, or unfatiated malice infpire, 
for the deftruftion of mankind, was pradifed in 
its fuUeft extent. Nothing, however, decifive took 
place on either fide. The duke's refources gra- 
dually wafted away. The exhauftfed country no 
longer afforded it's wonted fupplies. And no 
fooner was the enemy's territory completely drain- 
ed, than the licentious foldiery no longer diftin- 
guifhed between friend and foe. A body of Hun- 
garian horfey which formed part of the Auftrian 
army, treated every defcription pf people with the 
fame rapacious inhumanity. Their rigorous con- 
tributions were alike exacted from alL Accuf- 
tomed to that barbarous fyftem of bloodflied, 
which in an age of ferocious bigotry prevailed be- 
tween tlie Chriftian and Mahomedan ftates, they 
difdained to fubmit even to thofe loofe and indul- 
gent regulations, which in thofe^days of licence 
bore the name of difcipline in an European army. 
Trained in the fchool of plunder, and induced to 
bear arms from no other motive, but becaufe the 
profeflion feemed to authorife an infringement of 
/ , . every 
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every divine command, they regarded all things' 
which tempted their unbridled appetites as theirs, 
by the laws of war; difdaining to inquire to what 
party they belonged* 

There is a term to patience. The very worm 
may be trampled into refiftance. It was thus with 
the fubjefts of AuftHa. Albeit was daily aflailed 
with complaints and murmurs. To the firft he 
was iafeniible by nature; but the latter were too 
often repeated not to carry confiderable weight. 
Befides, the example of the Helvetic ftates wrought 
fo forcibly upon his mind, that his wretched 
people at length extorted from* his fears a degree 
of attention to their fufFerings, which they might 
for ever have vainly implored from hk humanity. 
The neceffityiof finding a fpeedy remedy was ma* 
nifeft to the dulleft apprehenfion ; and no eflFec- 
tual one could be employed but peace*, nor could 
a treaty be propofed, without previoufly confenti 
ingtq acknowledge the validity of the Helvetic 
union. It was a fcvere trial for the pride of Auf- 
tria ; but no alternative was left. The war could 
be carried on no longer, llie fentiments of the 
people had been announced in terms which ad- 
mitted but of one conftruftion ; and whexi the 
people are refolute, no earthly power can refill 
their will. Even the haughty foul of Albert wAs 

C 3 conft:rained 



7>2 HISTORY OF THE 

conflramed to yidd. At a diet held at Rarit 
bonne, he condeficended pubEcly to allow 
1355. the long contefted point as a prdtiminary 
to negociation. Placability, however, was 
no ingredient in his charafter. Military opera- 
tions had indeed ceafed, but the fpirit by which 
they had been fomented was, by no means abated. 
Albert had but too lately experienced the ineffi- 
cacy of idl offenfive meafures, to think of recom- 
mencing them for the prefent. But the fituation 
of the Helvetic body afibrded other means of at- 
tack, and to thefe hd: determined to recur, ' ' 

It was apparent to every common obferver, that 

the Helvetic ftates \A^ere at this time influenced by 

very different motives. Zuric was fo fevere a 

flifFerer from the continuation of the war, that it 

was probable Ihe might be induced to every facri- 

fice, but tli^it of her independence, to fecure a per-- 

manent peace. But the foreft cantons were lefs 

expofed, and their natural barrier left them little 

to apprehend ; fo that fmce the count of Kyburg^ 

by opening again the communication between 

the two countries, had delivered them from all 

dread , of an immediate fcarcity, they felt carelefs 

of the evept, The Zugers too had* iHade them- 

felves matters of the caftle of WUdenberg, by 

which they were freed from the perfecutions of a 

petty 
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petty defpot, who had long rendered himfelf the 
terror of the adjacent valleys. TTiis ftriking op- 
pdfition both of featiments and interefts., lelnpted 
the duke to flatter himfdf rhat, by a Kjtitle artful 
inanagenient, he might fiicceed ip. (p^rfeading a 
^irit of diflbition among the confederacy. With 
this view he addreflfed himfelf to th^ i^ynpcmt^ 
i^ho was returned from his Italian jpxpeclirioii, 
and who had been-chofcii arbitrator by both pat- 
sies, requeuing that he would impofe fuch con- 
ditions only as were conformable to ancient trea- 
ties, leaying the controverted points in the fame 
ftate 4jf ii^decifion in which he found them. Charles 
was eafily prevailed upon, by his predileftion for 
the houfe of Auftria, to adopt any principles 
which the duke wiflied to iaiculcate 5 apd having 
drawn up the articles of accx^mmodation confonti^ 
ably to the outline which was given him, he fent 
Jthem by Auftrian deputies to be offered feparately 
to each individual "^canton, inftead of fubmitting 
them, in a fair and open w^ay, to an affembly of 
their, refpe6iive delegates.. The views 3of Zuric 
were of too pacific a nature jto admit of hefitation. 
The inftrj&ment was no foo?ier pfefented to Brun, 
than he figned it, without difficulty, in the pre- 
fence of a few fenators : an action for which he 
has been feverely cenfured by his enemies ; and 
one -which, among many others of a fimilar na- 
ture in the naotley character of this extraordinary 

man* 
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n\ztiyii is by no means eafy for his warmeft advo- 
cates to defend. Exulting in their unexpected 
g6c>d fortune, the minifters proceeded on their 
miffion to the other cantons. But the fame fuc- 
cefs was not to be looked for* The foreft can- 
tons had been too often duped already, not to 
proceed with circumfpe<5tion. Befides, there was 
a manifeft duplicity in the language of the dele- 
gates, which was but little calculated to infpire 
confidence. They therefore refufed, in the moft 
peremptory terms, to fign the treaty, except ft 
were firft debated in a general affembly. No 
powers of perfuafion could change the refolution-; 
. it was abfolutely neceffary to comply ; fo thj^t a 
congrefs was fummoned to meet at Zuric, at 
which all the cantons were invited to appear by 
their reprefentativcs. 

The diet was no fooner opened, than the. deed 
being laid before them, they were inftantly ftruck 
with the ambiguity of the ftyle. The union with 
Zug and Claris was not. even mentioned : . but 
there>was a claufe, v%^hich enafted the rejloraiion of 
all territories belonging to^ or dependant upon^ the 
houfe of Auflria^ ijuhieh bad been alienated during the 
war ; and this feemed applicable to the point in 
difpute. Befides, fome partial diftinclions, in fa-- 
vor of Zuric, excited a well-grounded fufpicion of 
premeditated treachery. But when they came to 

tlae 
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the article in which the foreft cantons were ftyled 
by the duke of Auftria his^ forest cantons, 
they rofe, in indignation at the expreffion, de- 
claring, with one general accord, that they had 
been betrayed, " What prince ^^ exclaimed one of 
the deputiea^ while the hearts of his auditors beat 
high with fympathetic applaufe— " What prince 
^ can boaji that he ever conquered us? Was it at 
** Morgarten? Was it at Laupen we were fubduedf 
" No: let him then rummage among the mouldy ar- 
" chives of his kingdom for documents to prove them 
" our progenitors^ by a voluntary furrender of their 
" hereditary rights^ gave him any authority over us» 
^' Let him produce the injirument of our fuhjedlion^ and 
*' we are ready to obey. — If not y what made usjlaves? 
** For as to laws which are unfandioned by our free 
** confenty we know them not*, they are no laws for us. 
** In defence of our freedom^ we have fhed our dearejh^ 
*' blood. The fword isjiill unfheathed\ and till ottr 
•* independance be acknowledged in unequivocal terms j 
** it Jhall never more return to the fcabbard.^* 

It was in vain for Brun to attempt any juftifi- 
cation of his conduft ; his colleagues were deaf to 
all he faid, though he employed every plaufible 
argument which a mind fertile in expedients could 
fuggeft. The natural iimplicity of his charafter, 
and that eafy faith which is the child of confcious 
^tegrity, had induced him, as he pretended, to 

place 
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f lace implicit confidence in the veracity of the 
. Auftii^n ininifters^ who had affured him that the 
inftrumeftt was conformable, in every refpeft, 
to the wiflies of the Hdvettc union ; and that 
having no reafon to doubt the truth of their af- 
fiation, he had fubfcribed it without further hefi^ 
tation. What had been done, he added, could 
not then be recalled. But if the confederates would 
Hften to his advice, they would appeal imme- 
diately to the emperor, ftating the unfairnefs of 
the whole tranfaftion ^ in which cafe, he had not; 
the fmalleft doubt but that fome expedient might 
be ftiU hit upon, to accommodate matters to the 
mutual fatisfadion of all parties. 

The projeft was agreed to, as the beft which 
could be adopted in the prefent dilemma ; and de- 
legates were difpatched to Charles, who was then 
in Moravia, to requeft a more favourable interpre- 
tation of thq award. But he was either fo occupied 
with more important bufinefs, or fo indifferent to 
the remonftrances of the deluded Swifs, that he left 

the memorial unanfwered till the enfuing 
1356. fummer. Zuric, in the interim, ftrength- 

ened her alliance with Auftria by feve- 

ral additional claufes, which feem to have been 

*diftate(i by a defpicable fpirit of egoifm, as they 

were diametrically repugnant to her engagements 

with the other cantons. 

This 
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This is one inftance, among many, of the noitti- 
beliefs inconveniencies which attend all federative 
governments : an evil which, from inevitable <?on* 
fequences,muft always increafe in direfl: proportion 
to the extent of the ^ountry in which it prevails. 
To obviate this, it would be neceffary to expunge 
from the heart of man two paffions which are inhe- 
rent in his very nature, and which poffibly form the 
mafter-fprings of human conduft. The ambition 
and intereft of the individual ftate mufl ever ope- 
rate, ^^dth greater effeft, in all political tranfac- 
tions, than the glory or advantage of the whole. 
Juft as in private life, we find the majority of 
the world more ftrongly influenced by confidera- 
tions of private emolument than by the mou; 
fplendid theories of public good. We every day 
meet with egoifts, who would facrifice their coun- ' 
try to their own ambition ; but fe\y indeed are 
the inftances which hiftory records, of thofe who 
have devoted thcmfelves for the falvation of their 
country. 

• At length the emperor condefcended to publifli 
the long-expeftcd refcript, which was to elucidate 
his former decree. His partiality for the houfe of 
Auftria became now more manifeft than ever, as 
Zug and Claris were declared to be no longer 
members, of the Helvetic confederacy. This edift 
^ had fcarcely appeared, when the Auftvi^n bailiff, 

Albert 
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Albert of Buckheim, prefented himfelf to receive, 
in perfonj the homage which was due to Albert, as 
their legal fovereign. The condud: of the Zugers, 
upon this trying occafion, was refolute and digni- 
fied; their language firm, but guarded, *^ Till 
'' the duke has confirnied our bond^ we are ignorant 
" what terms to employ ^^ was the only anfwer th^ 
bailiff could pbtain. 

The other cantons inftantly took the alarm, 
and a diet was affembled at Lucerne, to confider 
the line of conduct which it 'might be proper to 
adopt. The debate was fliort. Their courage 
^was the only monitor they deigned to confult. | 

The prolpeft of a war appeared certain ; fo they \ 

determined to be before-hand with the duke, and 
to occupy the defiles of Zug, which were then re* 
garded as the keys of Switzerland, before an Aut 
trian ari?iy could approach. The deputies, from 
Glarisi were prefent, and the bond was renewed 
with every impofing ceremony which could tend 
to imprint it, in indelible characters, upon the 
hearts of the fpeftators. Content with mutual 
affurances of reciprocal fupport, the affembly fepa- 
rated, each member returning to his native valley, 
bleft in the confolatory refleftion of having per- 
formed a great and important duty to pofte- 
ritv,; 

Under 
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tJiider moft other cifcumftances, fo decided a 
ftep would have been a fufficient reafon for re- 
kindUng the flame of war ; but Charles had pre^ 
vioufly refolved to advance no further. Not 
w^ould he have been induced to commit hb author 
rity thus far, had he not been deceived, by a pofir 
tive affurance from Albert, that he would no 
longer experience any oppofition tb his decree^ 
Even the duke himfelf was in no fituatibir toi 
move : he was arrived at the Jaft fcene of his 
earthly career, and lay dangeroufly ill at Vienntu 
Difappointed ambition, added to the natural irri* 

tability of his temper, had contributed to 
1358. haftcn his end. His death however did 

not take place till after an armiftice a^s 
concluded, by the interpofition of feveral of the 
moft powerful barons. 

From a furvey of his political character, pofte^ 
rity muft be at a lofs to difcover for what aftions 
of his life Albert has received the furname of 
Wise, unlefe we can fuppofe it to have been in- 
tended in derifion. The early part of his life had 
be6n dedicated to the ecclefiaftical profeflion, which 
he quitted upon the death of his brother, when 
the whole of the Auftrian fucceffion devolved to 
him. That he may have been deeply verfed in 
all that myfterious jargon which, to the utter de- 
gradation of the human intellect, fo long conftl^ 

tutcd 



tuted the abfirufe fcbific^ df theology, is a facl 
which we fliall not take upon ourfelves. to con* 
trovert. And from thofe w^ho can prevail iipoh 
themfelves to dighify fuch dull p^rfuits with the 
appellation 6f learning, he might poffibljr hav^ 
merited the title of Wise. But it ia vain to 
ibgrch for any cpkeria^ef a great and comprchen- 
five imiidj for iahy 6i thofe appr<;^riatc qualities 
which ^ve liiftre to a tbtohe-^the vefy reverfe is 
the cafe. In all the triinfaftions of his reign wc 
difcovei* th(^, violence of the prieft j in none th6 
wiidom of the fovereign* 

Imthediateiy after the death of Albert, Ruddipk^ 
his eldft fon, demanded a fufpenfion of arms, but 
with the exprefs condition that Zug ahd Claris 
fliould continue to pay the wonted impbfts to th^ 
houfe of Atiftria ; while the duke on his part j by 
way of compromifcj promifed that the bailiffs 
whom he ftiould appoint^ fliould be chdfeln from- 
arnohg the inhabitants of Schweitz ahd Zuric. 
At. the fame time, the alliance between Auftriair 
and Zuric, which had been originally limited to 
five years, was prolonged for two more. 

Having thus eftabliflied a temporary calm,, ku- 

ddlph began ferioufly to turn his thoughts to 

thofe projects of aggrandifement which have been 

ever the favourite purftiit of the Auftrian family. 

' With 
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iSrith this view he purchafed thd maxcb of Rap* ^ 
perfwyl of the count of Hapfl»urrg, and caUfed a 
bridge to be thrown acrofs the lower part of thef 
lake, under pretence of Militating a paff^ to 
the numerous crowds of i»lgrims, who, attraA- 
ed by the reputed fanftity of the fpot> came to 
oflfer theif vows and oblations to the holy Vjurgifi^ 
at the Ihrine of Einfiedlen, But the real motive 
was probably of a more Worldly nature^ By con«» 
neding his own dominions on either fide the lakCf 
he gave additional ftrength to both« 

1362* Nothing material occurred for foiae 
time< In the beginning of the year 1362^ John 
biihop of Gurk) chancellor of the houfe of AvS-* 
tria, was raifed to the important poft oi governor 
of Swabia, AMace, Sundgau^ Argau, Thurgau, the 
€^ton of Claris, and the Black Foreft ; with un- 
ecrntroled jnriidic^ion and authority over all bailiffs 
and maglftrates whatever, and with full power to 
mortgage, alienate, or exchange any of the terri- 
tories over w^hich he p^efided^ In the latter cafe, 
however, he was to take no decifive ftep, without 
the participation and confent of two of the coun- 
feUors, who were joined with him to the number 
of thirty-nine in this extcnfivc miffion, and who 
had been feleded, with care, from the moft illuf- 
trious families in the adjacent provinces. One vA 

the 
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the firft afts of this new adminiftration was td 
prolong the tnice with the foreft cantons. 

Zuric irtelnwhile had etitei^ed into a new al- 
liance with St. Gall, arid moft of the other towns 
upon the lake of Gonftance, which was to fubfift 
during the life of the empei'or,^ and for two years 
after his death* Charles too made a treaty witli 
ZuriC) by which he not only ratified all the privi- 
leges that city enjoyed, but" gave his fanftion tor 
the Helvetic bond* At the fame time he guaran- 
teed to theta the poffeflion of any towns or ter- 
ritories not bdonging to him or his allies, which 
they might acquire, either by conqueft,- or any 
other means, during the term to which this al- 
liance was reftricted* This pefmiflipn Extended 
exprefsly to the town of Rapperfwyl, but with 
this provifo, that no attempt Ihould be made 
upon it, except in cafe of a rupture betWeeti him 
and the houfe of Aiiftria. Various other claufes^ 
which though, highly interefting to the parties 
concerned, can be but little fo to a modern reader ^ 
were likewife inferted, which contributed effen- 
tially both to the comfort and fecurity df the 
commonwealth. 

To a people who are ever awake to their real 
interefts, there are few occurrences which do not 

afford 
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iiflfbrd fome materials for ingenuity to work upon. 
The canton of Uri had long been defirous of abo- 
lifliing every remaining veftige of feudal fubjec- 
tion^ and feized with eagernefs the prefent occa- 
lion to purchafe all the prerogatives and revenues 
which belonged to the convent of Wettingen 
w^ithin their territory, and which the abbot was 
induced, both by pecuniary embarrafTments, and 
the diiEciilty he experienced in collefting his dues, 
to diipofe of for a little ready money. 

Albert left four fons, two of whom furvived 
their father but a fliort time. Rudolph the elder 
was murdered uppn a hunting party : his brother 

Frederick was cut off by a rapid malady 
1364. in the flower of his dayS. This year is 

likewife diftinguiflied by the death of 
Queen Agnes. She died in the convent which 
ftie had herfelf founded at Konigsfelden, after 
having inhabited it for the fpace of fixty years. 
In an age when an oftentatious difplay of piety 
was regarded as the firft of all Chriftian duties, 
and frequently as an apology for the total want 
of every moral virtue, we cannot be furprifed if 
the exemplary devotion of this princefs fhould 
have conferred upon her a reputation of fan6tity 
to which the violence of her paflions do not feem 
fo fully to have entitle4^ her. In the courfe of 
^ur hiftory we have fo frequently had gccafion to 
Vol. II. « D ^ introduce 
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introduce this lady to our reader's notice, ttat 
little remains for us now to add. We have al- 
ready feen, that her mind was not fo entirely en- 
groffed with the aufterity of her religious prac- 
tices, or with the awful preparation for another 
world, as to have acquired an indifference, per- 
feftly evangelical, for the concerns and gran-^ 
deurs of this prefent life. The temporal aggran- 
difement of her own family appears to have oc- 
cupied fo large a flhare in her affedions^ that 
not more than half her divided foul was left free 
for the purfuit of eternal glory. It was the lead- ] 

ing paffion of her heart, and rivalled heaven ifi 
her attachments ; and perhaps had the two ob- 
jefts beeh brought in competition with each other, 
pride might have turned the fcale in favor of the 
houfe of Auftiria. Her conduft towards the con- *j 

federates was but an illiberal return for the un- j 

limited confidence they repofed in her integrity^ ] 

Nor can her unrelenting perfecution of her fa- 
ther's murderers, and her inhuman treatment of 
the virtuous Adelaide, be eafily reconciled with 
thofe doctrines of charity and forgivenefs which. ^ 

are equally taught by the precept and exaniple of 
the divine founder of that religion whofe cere- 
monial duties fhe fo oftentatioufly praftifed. In- 
deed, Agnes appears to us to have been one of 
thofe characters which are not uncommon in the 
world, who look only to external objeds, arfd 
-' who 
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who confider 'the forms and difcipline of the 
church to .be more effential to lalvation than a 
life of moral reditude, of foqial fympathy, and 
diffiifive benevolence* 

The whole of the Auftrian fucceffion was once 
more divided between two brothers, Albert and 
Leopold, the furviving fons of Albert the Wife. 
Their characters are reprefented by contemporary 
writers ^s being of very oppofite cafts. The for- 
mer was endowed with thofe foft and amiable 
qualities which characlerife the friend of huma* 
nity, and render the poffeffor at once the objeft 
of our cfteem and love. In the eftimation of Leo- 
pold, thefe ^ye^e the humble virtues of a private 
ftation. The fears of mankind, and not their affec- 
tions, were the fource from whence the monarch 
fcould derive his power. To queftion his autho- 
rity ^as treafcm ; to oppofe his will was rebellion. 

For the prefent, however, both thefe- princes 
were fo compleatly occupied in defending the Ty- 
rol againft the duke of Bavaria, that they had but 
little opportunity for difplaying their different 
characters in their full extent; and were both 
equally induced, from motives of policy, to cul- 
tivate a good underftanding with the Swifs. 

D2 But 
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But a ftof m was collefting in another quarter^ 
which threatened to burft upon the adjacent pro- 
vinces with deftruftive fury. During the long 
wars which had defolated the fertile provinces of 
France, even the moft induftrious had been di- 
verted from all agricultural improvements by the 
terror of a hoftile army. Thus a habit of idlenefs 
and diffipation had fpread by degrees among the 
lower claffes, to the utter exclufioii of eivery ho- 
nourable purfuit. The aftive fpirit of this enter- 
prizing people, being turned away from its pro- 
per channel, aflumed a charafter more congenial 
to the temper of the times. Accuflomed to no 
other law but that of force, they were eafily in- 
duced to confider ftrength as the only juft* crite- 
rion of property ; and led from neceflity to em- 
brace a fyftem of which they had been long the 
innocent and devoted vidims. Hence numerous 
bands of freebooters affembled in almoft every 
province of France, but particularly upon the 
northern frontier. Indulging in thofe licentious 
excefles which civil commotions, beyond any other 
fpecies of warfare, are calculated to excite, they 
plundered the adjacent country with indifcrimi- 
nate rapacity. But their animofity was particu- 
larly direfted againft the convents and monafte- 
ries. Even towns of confiderable ftrength were 
no longer able to afford a fecure afylum to their 

aflFrighted 
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aflrighted inhabitants, as numbers .flocked- daily 
to the ftandard of licentionfnefs ;' wretches who 
were unappaled at the danger of an enterprife, 
whenever the profpeft of booty feemed to promife 
a proportionate reward. To them the lofs of men 
was a coniiderarion of indifference, as fupplies 
were continually pouring in from the difbanded 
companies^' which had been trained to rapine in 
tSie long and fatal conteflis .between France and 
England, Nor were feaders of experience want- 
ing. The whole tribe of nobje adventurers, whofe 
venal fervices were direfted wherever the hope of. 
plunder, or the increaie of pay, attrafted their, 
mercenary courage, no fboner found thcmfclves 
without employment in the armies of thie belli- 
gerent princes, than they embarked in a courfe of 
life, to which .they were equally incited by former 
habitS;, and prefent xiiftrefs* At the head of troops • 
whofe terrific denonainations, for the moil part 
the offspring of caprice, but too clearly indicated 
the ferocious objefts of their purfuit, they fliaped 
iheir lawlefs courfe in various direftions, wherever 
the comforts of focial life afforded a temptation 
to infatiate avarice. Fop fcveral years the fron- 
tier provinces both of Italy and Germany had 
been expofed to the defultory inroads of thefe dif- 
ciplined robbers. Their fyftem of warfare bore: 
a ftrong refemblance to that which is praftifed by 
the wild and rapacious cavalry of Arabia. When 

D 3 oppofed 
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oppofed by a fuperior force they difappeared on ar 
ftidden, with the rapidity of a whirlwind, leaving, 
like that, behind them the mournful traces of 
their defolating naarch. 

One of thefe armies of adventurers is reprefent- 
edyUpon credible authority, as amounting to the 
prodigious force of forty thouiand naen. It was 
headed by Arnold of Cervda, a man defcended 
from an iUuftrious family in Pcrigord, but of def- 
perate fortune, and profligate manners. After 
laying wall6 the provinces of Alfacc and Lorraine, 
he appeared fuddenly before Metz, and obliged 
the citizens to redeem thcmfdvcs from plunder 
by the payment of a confiderable fum. The alarm 
became general in Switzerland, as they approached- 
its borders. An army was affembled in hafte, and 
ordered to march to the defence of Bale, againft 
which the enemy was advancing. 

Hitherto the emperor had remained a tranquil 
fpeftator of the public calamity; but the urgency 
of the peril at length awakened him from this dif- 
graceful torpor. He was ftruck with the dan- 
ger to which his own dominions would be ex- 
pofed, if thefe lawlefs banditti were fuffered to 
proceed in their deftructive fcareer. By rapid 
marches he gained the banks of the Rhine, re- 
folving to difpute the paflage, ihould they attempt 

to 
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to penetrate into the interior of Germany. Ar- 
nold was no fooner informed of Charles's ap- 
proach, than he fell back upon the mountains o£ 
Burgundy, imwilling to contend with a force 
which ^ might render his fortune dubious. Un- 
accuftomed to every military precaution, and 
made furious by their difappointmcnt, Cervola's^ 
troops no longer preferved the fmalleft appearance 
of fubordination; but affembling in tumultuous 
groupes, publicly accufed their commander of in- 
capacity, and want of courage. Arnold prefented 
himfelf, with undaunted refolution, to the cla-^ 
morpus boft, afferted the rights of a commander^ 
and threatene4 the moft refractory with the chat 
tifemcnt they merited. But his power was na 
more. The afcendancy he had obtained was due 
to a charader of fuperior' raflincls j it was the 
^hild of opinion, and wa$ frail as the bafelefe fa- 
brick from which it arofe. AH attempts to regain 
his authority were i^effeftual ; expoftulation in- 
creafed the ferment. Froni inyecliyes they pro- 
ceeded to blows, the tumult became uniyerfal, and 
Arnold periflied in the aflfray. 

Satisfied with being thus delivered from th^ 
apprehenfion of any immediate danger, Gh<«rle$ 
did not attempt to purfue the fugitive^, but f\^£* 
fered them to retire unmolefted. From the mo* 
p^nt th^ evil became, remote, his love of money 

P4 got 
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got the better of his prttdence. Avarice was the 
reigning paffion of his mind. Every objeft was 
facrificed to the infatiate defire of amaffing wealth. 
Indeed to fuch a degree had this fordid vice taken 
root, that he preferred expofing himfelf to the 
cehfures of the fovereign pontiff, rather than incur 
the expences incidental to any powerftd exertions 
for his relief; 

"XJrban the eighth had been infulted in his pa- 
lace at Avignon, by one of thofe bands of adven- 
turers whicth we have juft defcribed, ahd had beeh 
obliged to redeem his capital by the payment of 
an enormous tribute. In his diftrefs, he had re- 
courfe to the emperor for afliftance. But indul- 
gencies, and difpenfations, had fo fallen in their 
value, that Charles declined any rifk to obtain 
them, though proffered by Urban, with the libe- 
rality of a man who feels that his ftore is inex- 
hauftiblcj^^nd that he may continue to give, with- 
out ever growing poorer by his generofity. 

The conduft of the -Berners, at this period; 
though apparently reduced to no regular fyflem, 
was diiftated by a fpirit of interefl, to which 
few people have been more attentive than the 
Swifs; but which it is not fb eafy to reconcile 
with thofe high-flown fentimerit^ of liberty, of 
which they made fuch ofl:entati6us-parade; - If we 
^ \: '■"' ^ invefligate 
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inveftigate their aftlons with a critic eye, we 
fliall find them by turns the abettors of arbitrary 
power, or the avowed champions of civil freedom, 
juft as the gale of intcreft direded their courfe. 
Tyranny, in the perfon of a co-burgher of Berne, 
afTumed a I'efs hateful charaften But no fooner 
had the defpotic baron incurred the refentment of 
thefe haughty republicans, than the rights of the 
people were to be vindicated by force of arms. 
Thus, with an ambition truly republican, they 
facrificed every principle, even liberty itfdf, to the 
aggrandifement of the ftate. Money, however, 
continued ftill to be their favourite engine ; and 
whenevel" a favourable opportunity prefented it- 
felf , it was employed with the fpirit of a people 
who underftand the true value of the commodity 
in which they traffic. The refinements of calcula- 
tions, as is frequently the cafe with refinements of 
every defcription, were in fome iriftances carried 
to excefs. By economifing too much, they be* 
came the dupes of their own prudence ; for every 
increafe of power which was thrown into the fcale 
of Auftria, was a concern of much greater mag- 
nitude, than any momentary expence which might 
be incurred in defeating the projefts of that am^ 
bitious houfe. 

1366. The totv^n of Fribourg, in the Brifgau, 
unable any longer to contend againft the count of 

Furftenberg, 
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FuTjftenberg, applied to the Berners for fupport. 
The' fituation of Fribourg was too remote to be 
an objeft of immediate intereft ; fo that when the 
certain cofts of the enterprife came to be weighed 
a^inft it*s probable advantages, the fcale prepon* 
derated on the fide of peace, and a negative was 
returned. 

Notwithftanding this repulfe, the Friburgers 
Tefolved to make a laft effort in defence of their 
independance, and with the addition of a fmali 
. body of auxiliaries from Bale, Briffac, and other 
neighbouring towns, they gave battle to the 
coimt* The attempt proved fatal. Their de-r 
feat was irreparable. Deprived of every poffible 
refource, no choice was left them, but to pay ar 
heavy contribution to the co^nt, by way of in^ 
demnification for the charges of the war, and tq 
throw themfelves unconditionally i^to the arm* 
^'Auftria- 

1367. The following year, Blerne was en» 
gaged in a fanguinary conteft with the bifliop of 
Bale* Bienne had been formerly an imperial city, 
the adminiftration of which was entrufted to tha 
counts of Neuchatel. In procefs of time this jurift 
diction had been abufively extended, and rendered 
hereditary in the family. In the fequel, one of 
the heirs of that hoi^fe having been elevated, to the 

epifcopacy 
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q>iicopacy df Bale, made a donation of all bk po£* 
feffions in Helvetia to that fee. The immunities 
of Bienne could not indeed be legally affefbed by . 
this transfer y on the contrary 9 they had beeare- 
peatedly confirmed by the exprefs declarations <^ 
different emperors. In confequence of which, we 
find the town of Bienne exerdiing, upon all occa- 
fions, an independant jurifdiftion, without the 
finalleft oppofition on the part of the bifhops. 
Hifl:ory informs us, that ihe was fucceflivdy allied 
with Sdieure^ Friburg, and Berne. The treaty 
with this latter dty was renewed in 1352, at 
which period it was rendered perpetual. 

Fifteen years after this, John of Vienna fucceed- 
ed to the epifcopal chair. This prelate was a man 
of a haughty charader, and arbitrary principles. 
He had imbibed in his you(fa the higheft ideas of 
ecdefiaftical pre-eminence, and had now a fit op- 
portunity of reducing his favourite theory to av 
praftical experiment. But fo long as the connec- 
tion fubftfted between Bienne and Berne, he had 
little to expeft from the obedience of a people 
whofe ideas of government did not perfedUy cor- 
refpond with his own, and whofe opinions were 
backed by arguments far too fordble for him, to 
combat with any tolerable profped of fuccefs. He 
therefore refolved to proceed by other means, and 
firft.. to try the efficacy of his Ipirittwl weapons. 

• A m^rnr 
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A mandate was in confequence ifliied tO( his pre- 
tended fubjefts, enjoining them ihffaihtly to break 
^ alliance which> wai. tdtaUy incbnfiftent with 
their allegiance to him. .For.fometiiTic.he waited 
with patience to fee the effedt 6f this paftoral ex- 
hortation J but finding that all his expoftulations, 
however urgent, were produ6tive o£ no fidutary 
confequences, he thought, it time to aifiime a dif* 
ferent tone. Putting hinifelf thcrdSore at the head 
of a nume rous body of cava lry, he fell on a fud- 
den upon the unfufpefting citiizens ; and having 
avenged his infulted dignity by an ample "effufion 
of Chriftian blood, he proceeded, in the fienitude ' 
of his epifcopal authority, to declare the league 
niill and void. Vidence, though frecjaently em- 
pioyed as fuch, proves feldbm the means of cper- 
fiiafion. The wretched inhabitants were no fooner- 
delivered from the prefence of their pqrfecutor, 
than they addreffed their complaints and kmen, 
tations to their indignant aDies. The Berners 
armed : their confederates were fummoned to the 
field. The bifliop, however, was apprifed of their 
approach, in time to feize upon fome. of the prin^ 
cipal burghers, whom he carried as hoftages to 
the caftle of Neuchatel, which was then a place of 
conliderable ftrength* 

Having re^cftabliihed their injured friends in the 
enjoyment of their ancient privileged, and in, the 

poffeffion 



1 HELVETIC 'kEI>UBLlCS. 4$ 

poffeftion of tliofe fcanty comforts which the ex- 
terminating zeal of the epifcopal faftion had ftill 
left them, the Berners proceeded to oflPenfive mea* 
fures. A caftle belonging to the bifhop, in the 
vicinity of Bienne, which had been employed as 
a place of confinement, was carried by ftorm. The 
prifoners were fet at liberty, and the fortrefs; wa5 
razed to the groiind. 

An attempt to furprize Neuchatel was not 
equally fuccefsfuk The projeft failed: and the 
approach of winter rendering any regular attack 
altogether impradticable, nothing remained for 
the republican army but to return home. 

The enfuing fpring, it was refolved that the 
epifcopal territory ihould be invaded by the com- 
bined forces of Berne and Soleure. A fpot in 
the Munfter-thal was chofen for the union of 
their refpeftive forces. The charms of this ro* 
mantic valley are familiar to every enlightened 
traveller ; nor is he lefs acquainted with the cele- 
brated paflage of Pierre^pertuts^ that wonderful 
work of Roman induftry. Through this it was 
neceffary to penetrati, though the bilhop, wlio - 
was confcious of the importance of the 'poft, Ift^ci 
fortified it with regular works, and~ felefted his 
braveft troops to defend them. But the petfe- 
vering courage of the republicans was fiiperior to 

every 
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^ every obftacle, and the ecdeiiaitical troops were 
driven from their entrenchments, after a brave 
and obftinate defence* 

1368* The bilhop was not as yet fufficiently 
humbled to give up the cbnteft, but determined 
to open the next campaign by a diverfion upon 
the territory of Berne. With this intent, he had 
advanced to Olten, a fmall town upon the Aar, 
which he had lately mortgaged to the count of 
Nidau; when,.' from a defire of ingratiating him* 
fclf with his powerful neighbours, the count re- 
fiiied him a pafiage ; and the river was fo fwoln 
with inceifant rains that it was no where fordable. 
The prelate remonftrated loudly upon the cruelty 
of the proceeding. But aU he could urge was 
ineffeftual. The count was in poffeffion of the 
town, and turned a deaf ear to his entreaties. 

Finding himfelf thus unfortunately precluded 
•fit)m every reafonable hope of retaliation, the 
biOiop began to Hften, with Ids apparent reluc-^ 
^uKe, to the proflfered mediation of the adjacent 
fiates. After much difcuffion, it was agreed that 
the difpute ihould be referred to arbitration j 
the' iffue of which was, that each party was to fit 
down contented with the expenditure of the war. 
But the Berners were condemned to a fine of 
thirty tl^ouland florins, by way of punifliment for 

their 
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their wanton deftruftion of feveral churches in 
the Munfter-thal. Three thou£and were inmic- 
diately paid, but the remainder appears to have 
been never claimed, as they complained loudly of 
. the injuftice of the fentence, upon pretence that 
they ought not to be anfvverable for the confc- 
quences of a war in which they had not been the 
aggreflfors* 

It would be an unneceffary trefpals upon the 
reader's patience^ to detain him with a long and 
circumftantial narrative of all the petty contcfis 
which fucceffively arofe between the confederates 
and the adjacent barons. The ferocity of the lat- 
ter had been carried to the higheft pitch. Their 
caftles had long been converted into the recep- 
tacles of plunder j nor could the merchant travel 
with fecurity, urileis protdfted by a numerous 
efcort. Indeed to fuch an extent had thi$ evil 
fpread, that we difcover the name of a count of 
Hapfburg among thefe formidable foes to order 
and morality. Quarrels of this defcription, though, 
they afford an ample field for the difplay of per- 
fonal prowefs, are fo perfeftly uninterefting in the 
detail, that we fliall pafs them over in the filent con- 
tempt which is due to obfcure and fordid guilt* 

1373. Nor fliould we deem a mercenary expe- 
dition, undertaken by three thoufand of the con- 
federates. 
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federates, to fupport the Vifconti in the Itaiian 
wars, to be more worthy notice. Was it not the 
firft inftance when we find the Swifs engaging in 
foreign' pay. Unfortunately for the happinefs of 
Helvetia, this example became contagious. The 
love of glory, combining with the love of gold^ 
had irrefiftible attractions. The nerve of the 
European infantry was compofed of auxiliary 
Swifs ; wlio, when Worn out in foreign fervice, 
or enriched by a fortunate campaign, carried back 
to their native homes all the vices and follies 
which they had gleaned in- the changeful fcene of 
a military life ; and by gradually introducing a 
corruption of manners, and a tafte for expence, 
.contribute'd more powerfully than any other caufe 
to the final diffolution of the Helvetic confede- 
racy. 
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(CttAPTEft. X. 

ingelrdm de Coiccy — -Death of the Emperor"^ His 
Charafter-^-^Progrefs of Literature — Schifm in th& 
Churchh-^ Attempt upon Sokure-^^^enewal of thi 
War — 'Battle - of Senipdch'-^Wefen bejteged und 
taken. ^ 

A. D. 1375* 

IN the perfon of Arnold of Cervola we have 
already be^n made acquainted with th6 ori-» 
jgin of thbfe adventurous bands which inundated 
Europe about the ihiddle of the fourteenth cen-^ 
tury. But there is ftiU a de^ee of myftery 
which envelops the whole of thofe extraordi* 
nary expeditions, and a want of precifion, and 
dearnefs, in the accounts tranfmitted to us by con- 
temporary writers, which muft render the re- 
fearches of a modern hiftorian not only difficulty 
but unfatisfaftory. We find immenfe armies ftart- 
ing up^ like the fabled hofts of Cadmus, as it were 
from the ground* We are made acquainted with 
the defolation which accompanied their baneful 
march. We read of the towns they fadced j of 
the countries they pillaged. But the whole rela- 
tion is inter^erfed with fuch marvdlous inci- 
VpL. n. E • dent3^ 
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dents, that it feems rather the fabulous inventiorf 
of a brain difordered by the workings of terror, 
than an authentic narrative founded upon the evi- 
dence of hiftoric truth. To fearch for any fatis- 
faftory folution of the problem at this diftance of 
time, would prove a laboriousyif not an imprafti-* 
cable undertaking. Ih the courfe of thelaft chap- 
ter we gav€ fome development . to our ideas :: 
more plaufible: arguments we find it difficult to^ 
adduce)^. 

Ingelram de Coucy, the father of him whofc 
exploits we are about to commemorate, was de-' 
tended from an ancient and illuftrious- houfe int. 
Picardy. He is fuid to have married Catharine of- 
Auftria, a daughter of Duke Leopold, whais me- 
morable for his defeat at Morgarten. We are told* 
too, that her father, not finding it convenient to-, 
advance the marriage-portion, a^eed to mortgage 
a part of hi& dominions in Alface and the Argauy 
by way of fecurity for future paymenti. Occu- 
pied in diftant enterprifes, and pofleffed of abun^ 
dant wealth, Ingelram wa$ negligent in demand^ 
ing the arrears, fo that the inter^ft had been fuf- 
fered to accumulate during a fucceffion of years. 

But his fon, who was of a more prudent difpo- 
fition,. began ferioufly to calculate the vaft im- 
portance of the fum in queftion,- and addreffed 
^ -- :. • his 
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his claims to the reigning dukes. The brothers 
replied, that they were perfeft fttangets to the 
contraft ; but that the lands in difpute being male 
tenures^ it was impoflible for any right to have de- 
volved to Coucy on the part of his mother. In* 
gdram was not of a temper to be fatisfied with 
vague excufes ; and had immediate recourfe to 
iEdward the third of England (whofe daughter 
Isabella he had married) and to Charks the fifth 
of France, from both of whom he receivcfd con- 
iiderable fupplies, either in men, or money. The 
emperor too granted him full permiffion to pur* 
fue his claim by force of arms* 

At a time when the greater part pf the Chrif^ 
tian princes were at peace with each other, it was 
no arduous tafk to affemble an army. Coucy's 
ftandard was no fooner ereded, than adventurers 
flocked in crowds from every nation of Europe. 
In a fhort time he found himfelf at the head of 
between fifty and fixty thoufand combatants, of 
whom the greater proportion were Englifh. Hav* 
ing coUeded this formidable hoftj he direfted his 
march towards the banks of the Rhine* In his 
progrefs he was continually joined by large re- 
inforcements^— the miferable remains of thofe un- 
difciplined banditti, whom we have already fefen 
laying wafte the frontiers of Germany, under va- 
rious lead^s. 

£a Leopold 
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Leopold was apprized of the preparations whicfr 
were making, nor was he inaftive on his part.- 
His firft objeft was to fecure the co-operation of 
the confedejates, whofe good will it was of the 
greateft confeqnctice for him to conciliate. Being^ 
fetisfied of their friendly intentions^ he iffued the 
ftricleft orders to his fubjeds, that they fliouM re« 
tire inta the neareft towns wkh their moft valu- 
able efFefts, haviiig previoufly deftroyed whatever 
they were unable to remove. Having thus em-' 
ployed etery precaution that prudence could dic-» 
tate, he waited the approach of the tempeft withr 
anxious fufpenfe. 

It was about the time of harveft, when Coucy 
firft appeared tipon the confines of Alface. Irre-^ 
gular bands of partifans, who- had been attrafted 
to his ftandard by the expeftation of plunder, led 
the way, fweeping all before them with the refift- 
lefs fiiry of a whirlwind. The foreft cantons^ 
though not infenfible to the ruin to which they 
fliould f hemfelves be expofed, if fuch a licentious 
body were allowed to penetrate into the Argau, 
Were ftill unable fo far to conquet their hereditary 
prejudice againft the houfe oF Auftria, as to refolve 
to move in it's defence. The canton of Schweitz^ 
A^ich obferved the Auftrian princes with the fame 
unconqtierable jealoufy, with which the ftates of 
Greece had formerly regarded the enterprifing 
• - • Philip, 
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Philip, was particularly ayerfe to any projeft of 
alliance,, and was indefatigable in her endeavors 
to prevent the confederates from taking an ac- 
tive part in the conteft;. But Zuric and Berne 
were lefs bigotedi to ancient prejudices, and liad 
the wifdom to facrifice all fecondary confiderations 
to the general good. They entered into a treaty 
with the duke, by which all farmer animofities 
were fufpended during the fpace ^f feven months, 
and engaged to bring their combined forces into 
the field, in cafe the terrific heft of ftrangers 
Should -penetrate into the country between the 
Aar and the Rhine. They promifed, at the fame 
time, to employ thdr influence with the ftates of 
Soleure and Lucerne, to prevail upon them alfo to 
join the common ftandard. The only equivalent 
which they required of Auftria in return, was to 
prolong the truce with the foreft cantons for ten 
years. , 

Having laid wafte the fertile province of Alface, 
deftroyed the caftles, and facked the towns, Coucy 
appeared before Briflac, into which Leopold liad 
thrown himfelf, with the flower of his nobilityi 
The conduft of the duke, u^on this occafipn, did 
honor to his prudence. It was probable, that if 
he could efcape the firft violence of the fliock, 
fhere would be little to apprehend, as the enor- 

E 3 mous 
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mous force of the enemy muft inevitably perifh 
from it's own unwieldy numbers. 

Inftead of occupying himfelf in the fiege. In- 
gelram advanced to the borders of Switzerland, 
fpreading terror and devaftation wherever he 
came. Since the invafion of the northern barba- 
rians, fo fevere a fcoiirge had not vifited this 
happy land. To determine what line of conduft 
to purfue was no eafy talk ; but it was morexon- 
genial to the fpirit of a free people to die, if die 
they tnuft, with arms in their hands. They re- 
folved, in confequence, to meet the ftorm. The 
united forces of Berne and Soleure advanced to 
Herzogenbuchfee, in the upper Argau, where 
they were joined by a fmall detachment of Auf* 
trians^ Meanwhile the Zurickers, reinforced by 
^ ftrong body fyom Lucerne, took poll near Sur, 
in the lower Atgau. Coucy notwithftandihg con% 
tinned his progrefc. He was already arrived upon 
the banks of the Aar, when the confederates find^ 
ing themfelyes expofed to the whole brunt of the 
war, and fufpeding that Leopold might have left 
them in this unprotefted ftate from interefted mo- 
tives, fell back upon their own territory. The 
iituation of the enemy was befides an additional 
inducement for them to avoid any decifive action. 
Their ranks ^rew d?nly thinner. ISfumbers periftiejd 

from 
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from want of common neceffaries. Many too had 
ijeferted, haying • allready obtained every thing 
which is an incentive to fordid minds — ^an abun* 
,dant fpoiL But the flower of the army ftill re- 
mained entire, and confifted in a numerous ca* 

- vahy, accoutered in all the fplendor of a chival- 
rous age, and animated by that romantic fpirit 

. which delights in danger, 

;A body like this was almoft invincible. Their 
ilrength too was increafed by the terror which 
preceded they: inarch. Indeed fo general was the 
panic, that eyenthofe obvious precautions which 
xommon prudence might have dii^ated, .unaided 
by military ftudiea, ;were ijn many places totally 
<pmitted. Some of :themoft important paffes on the . 
Jura were left unguarded. The defence of thefe 
had been committed to the counts of Kyburg and 
Nidau, but their negleft, in not taking ppffeffion 
• .:©f them> without lofs of time, was unpardonable, 
,and exppfed them both to the imputation of 
treachery., ' . 

Coucy was now mafter of the whdle courfe of 
the Aar from Olten to Buren. Meeting with no 
refiftance, he divided his army into feparate corps, 
that his operations might be extended pver a 
wider furface, and fupplies more eafily procured. 
Jn,a word, the whole country between the Reufs, 
' E4 the 
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the Limmat and the Aar, \vas expofed to the in* 
curfions of the hoftile troops, who levied con-, 
tributions with all the remorfelefs rapacity of 
men whom habits of blood, and prefent diftrefs, 
had rendered callous to every fentipient of hu- 
manity. 

Winter, however, was approaching with rapid 
ftrides ; and to that the miferable inhabitants now 
looked forward for their delivery with anxious 
expeftation. They knew that the feverity of an 
Alpine climate would render it impofSble for the 
beft appointed army to keep the field ; and they 
were aware that the enemy was but ill prepared 
to contend againft the feverity of the feafon. The 
^ froft too fet in with unufual vigor, and even at. 
an earlier period than was cuftomary. Coucy's 
fituation grew every day more diftreffing. To 
fave his troops from inevitable deftrudion, no ex- 
pedient was left but to quarter them in the dif- 
ferent villages. This too, from the nature of the 
country. Was at beft a dangerous meafure, and 
what the Swifs had been waiting for with impa- 
tience,' The infulated pofition of the hamlets 
obliged him to extend his line beyond what was 
ftriaiy prudent. The enemy, taking advantage 
of their local knowledge, fell upon the detached 
bodies in their cantonments, and cut them off" be- 
fore any reinforcements could be fent to their 
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relief. Whoever is acquainted with the topo- 
graphy of Helvetia, muft feel how well that coun- 
try is calculated for a war of polls. Even the beft 
difciplined armies are expofed to continual loffes, 
from the impoflibility of afting in condenfed 
tnaffes. Flying corps are furrbunded and taken, 
even while the main body is moving in the full 
career of victory. 

So heterogeneous a force as that which Coucy. 
led, was but little calculated to ftruggle againft 
the calamities to which they were now expofed. 
They were every hour the vidims of frefli difat 
ters. Their rcfolution funk with their change of 
fortune, while their adverfaries derived an in^ 
creafe of courage from every temporary fuccefi. 
The country was exhaufted by the neceffary con- 
fumption, and ftill more by the wanton profufion 
of the invaders. Supplies were no where to be 
procured, while loud and urgent clamprs an^ 
nounced the general diftrefs. 

Gou^cy -s head-quarters had lately been remoyed 
to the convent of St. Urban. Elated by partial 
triumphs, the Berners aimed at a more important 
. enterprife, and refqlved to furprife the general in 
the night. The attack was conduced with fe- 
crecy, and executed vnth ability. The confulion 
was univerfal5 no oiie was at his proper ppft. 

In 
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In a moment the aifles and cloiftecs were ftrewe4 
with the flain. Even the attars were polluted 
with blood. In the hurry and darknefs of the 
fcene, all refiftance became vain. To fly was their 
^nly hope. Difperfed in the neighbouring woods, 
they hid themfdves from the avenging fwofd, 
where numbers periflied from coli In a word, 
at the dawn of day the Beniers found themfelve$ 
completely viftorious, and returned in triumph^ 
decorated with the i^poils and fplendid trappings 
•of the flaiui, 

The diftrefs of Coucy was now become extreme 
The feverity of the feafon, joined to the rigorous 
precautions of the Swifs, deprived him of alll rci- 
fources. Famine ftared him in the face, and mer 
naced his army with all the horrors of a lingering 
death. Nothing remained but to ^attempt a . re^ 
treat into Alface; nor was this without hazard f 
but under exifting circumftances it was to be 
arifked at all events* In this difaftrpus ftate th^ 
military talents of the commander were eminently 
difplayed. He did all that a prudent an<J expe- 
rienced foldier could do; and after furmo^nting 
every obftacle, in fpite of all the efforts of his ad- 
verfaries, arrived at the very fpot from whence he 
Jhad fo lately departed. But how widely different 
was his fituation ! Hlis army was diminiflied, hi? 
hopes were defeated, his fame was funk. . Yet 

notwithp 
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notwithftanding the fatal iflue of this raih and 
ill-concerted expedition,, it cannot be denied that 
Coucy was poffeffed of abilities far above the level 
of mediocrity, and that he was eminenly diftin- 
guiflied by all the brilliant qualities of that ro- 
mantic age. But to conduft a heterogeneous band, 
oompofed of the dregs and refufe of all the Euro^- 
pean nations, and, to fupport them in a foreign 
country, without cither magazines or allies, and 
where the natives were univerfally hoftile to his 
views, required a combination of talents, which 
but feldom fall to the lot of man. 

Alexander, it is true, was fuccefsful in his inva- 
fion of Perfia. But fuch examples are dangerous: 
like the treacherous meteor, they conduct to ruin. 
The eloquent romance of Quihtus Curtius led the 
Swedifli madman to his grave. Perhaps too, the 
enterprifing genius of Coucy was eledrified by 
the heroic atchievements of the fon of Philip. But 
he ought to have recoUefted, that he was neither 
at the head of the Macedonian phalanx, nor was 
he marching agd:nft a people effeminate as the 
fubjefts of Darius. The enterprize was rafli, and 
could only be juftified by viftory. 

Yet fuch was the alarm occafioned by the late 
invafion, that Leopold was eager to feize upon 
jiny expedient which could fecurc him againft a 

fecond 
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fecond vlfit ; and a fortunate combination of dr. 
cumftances now affording him an opportunity of 
terminating the quarrel in a fatisfaftory manner, 
he embraced it without hefitation. 

Upon the death of Rudolph of Nidau, who fefl 
at Buren, by an arrow from an Englifli bow, his 
rich fuccefllon was divided between the counts ojf 
Thicrftein and Kyburg, who were his neareft col- 
lateral heirs. But the turbulent and afpiring bi- 
ihop of Bale was preparing to conteft the inheri- 
tance, under pretence that it devolved to him as 
a military fef^ in default of a lineal reprefentative. 
After much altercation and fome bloodlhed, it 
was at length fetded, that the difpute fhouldbe re^ 
ferred to the judgment of Providence ; or, in other 
words, Ihould be determined by the chance of 
arms. Fifty-fix knights were chofen by either 
party, to whofe prowefs the decifion of this mo- 
mentous queftion was committed. The combat 
was fupported on both fides with obftinate cou- 
rage, till fortune at length declared againft the ^ 
bafiled prelate. Money, however, bpng a more 
. important objecl: to the vigors than any increafe 
of territory, and fome diiEculties having arifen 
in the divifion of the fpoil, they were eafily pre- 
vailed on to fell the counties of Nidau and Buren 
to the duke of Auftria for the fum of forty-eight 
thQufand florins. No fijoner was the purchafe 

cpnqludecj, 
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Concluded, than it was offered by Leopold to- 
Coucy, and accepted by him, in full confideration 
of all his claims. 

The invaders had fcarccly quitted the Auf- 
trian frontier, than Leopold agreed to an armif- 
tice with the confederates for eleven years. Dur- 
ing this -happy period of uninterrupted tranquil- 
lity, the annals of Helvetia afford fcarce any oc-* 
Gurrence to captivate the attention of a modern 
reader. Scenes of barbarifm and bloodlhed are 
unfortunately calculated to produce a ftrong effect 
upon the human mind ; but the peaceful enjoy- 
ments of innocence and retirement, though pof- 
fibly the happiefl: flate to which our precarious 
deftiny can attain, are tame and uninterefting in 
the detail. The placid ftream, which creeps through 
the enamelled mead, though far more beneficial to 
the labours of man than the fierce and impetuous 
torrent, infpir^s not thofe fublime fenfations of 
amazement and grandeur which are produced by 
the fall of ShafFhaufen, or the cataracts of Nia- 
gara. 

Changes, however, were frequently taking place 
in the political balance of Helvetia ; but they were 
effeded by contract, and not by arms. Exhaufled 
by his refUefs ambition, no refource was left to 
the bifliop of Bale but to alienate a portion of the 

epifcopal 
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q>ifcopal domain, and he in confeqiience cede<i 
the town of Little Bdk to the honfe of Auftria^ 

for a pecuniary confiderati6n. By a fimilar 
1377. arrangement, the republic of Berne be-- 

came poffefled of Arberg, with its depend- 
ant territory. This acquifition, it is true, give 
additional folidity to the political fabric^ but it at 
the fiime time aggrieved the public with fuch an 
increafe of debt, that the people began to view^ 
the proceedings of government with a jealous eye* 
To fuch a degree too did this fpirit of difaffe£tion 
^read, that the conftitution itfelf was expofed ta 
the moft imminent peril, as we fhall have occa-* 
fion more fully to obferve in the procefe of thi$ 
work. 

1378. The death of the eiafiperor occafioned 
no material change in'the political horizon, as he 
had before-hand fecured the imperial dignity to 
his fon Wenceflaus, who was crowned king of 
the Romans, at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1375. The 
charadter of Charles the fourth has been very dif* 
f^rently drawn, according as the views and inte* 
refts of his biographers have direfted - theifc pen. 
Though the partiality he fliewed for men of let- 
ters, and the encouragement he gave to the uni- 
verfity of Prague, feem to have prejudiced the 
more enlightened in his favor. The ecclefiaftics , 
on the other hand^ whole pride and ofientation 

he 
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he checked with becoming feverity, complain 
heavily of the harihjiefs of his government, tt 
cannot indeed be denied, that in the adminiftra- 
tion of jiiftice he was rigorous^ and auftere ; but it 
muft at the fame time be acknowledged, that fa 
far as his owi private intereft was unconcerned^ 
his fentences were for the mod part diftated by a? 
fyirit of equity, not very common in that turbu- 
lent and licentious age.. He is Irkewife blamed ty 
many of the old German writers, for having ne- 
glefted the imperial dominions in Italy, and hav-* ^ 
Ing fufiered the Venetians to make themfelved 
mafters of the whcde country between the Adige 
and the Adriatic. In this accufation we difeover 
rather the charafteriftics of prudence than of poSl^ 
knimity ; though national vanity may have been 
mduced to give it a different interpretation. Italy 
had been long the rock upon which the power of 
Germany had fplit.. But the gall^t and enter- 
prifing genius of the age embraced without reflec- 
tion every objeA, which might eventually con- 
duce to military fame ; and to balance the diffi- 
culties of an undertaking againft it*s probable ad- 
vantages, was univerfally reprobated as the fymp* 
lorn of a low and ignoble mind* 

During his cimteft with Clement the fixth, 
Charles ^fplayed botli firmnefs and good fenfe^ 
in an eminent degree ^le infifted upon the Pope's 
- - . - ceafing 
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ceafing to call the German empire zjiefqfthe Mf 
Jiej and the emperors his vajfals. And when hef 
found that the pontiff was determined to perfe* 
vere in his arrogant claim, inftead of courting 
ruin by expofing himfelf fingly to the implacable 
vengeance of a vindiftive clei*gy, he very pru- 
dently fummoned a diet at Metz, in which the 
infolent pretenfion was rejeded with difdain. Ger- 
many too was indebted to Charles for the plden 
bulL It was compofed by the civilian Bartolus ; 
and though it favors ftrbngly of the myftical pe- 
dantry and corrupted tafte of the age, it was 
certainly produftive of benefit, by giving a more 
iiable and regular form to the complex fyf- 
tpm of that intricate conftitution. Thus far the 
portrait of Charles appears in a favorable point of 
view. — ^We muft now examine it in a different 
light. His partiality for Bohemia led him fre* 
quently to facrifice the intcrefts of the entire to 
that favorite object of his hereditary aflFe£tion« 
To the aggrandifement of his own family he is 
likewife accufed of having been addided, even be* 
, yond what is pardonable in the chief of an eleAive 
monarchy. But the greateft blot we difcover in 
his character was an infatiable avidity after wealthy 
by which he was tempted to patronife every fpe» 
cies of abufe. The imperial authority was con- 
ftantly on the ftretch to create new privileges^ 
merely that he might difpofe of them to the 

higheft 
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higheft bidder. Under this corrupt admiailbra- 
tion every thing became venal. Several -of the 
principal cities of Germany took advantage of hb 
mercenary fpirit to purchafe an exemption from 
alj feudal jurifdidion. This gave rife to the vul- 
gar proverb, " that Charles had plucked the eagle.'* 
Vanity too appears to have formed a prominent 
feature in this motley charafter. This paflion, in 
all probability, was not without its influence in 
diftating the golden buUj as many of it's ixioft 
* important provifions turn wholly upon the ar- 
rangement and diftribution of obje(fts, which to 
the eye of reafon are contemptible and trivial, but 
which in the eftimation of German pride confti- 
tute the moft momentous concerns of regal power. 
Nor Qtn we wonder that a fovereign, who ha4f W^ 
fooner affigned the great offices of ftatc to the 
moft eminent of the German princes, than he 
vainly arrogated to himfelf a paramount fupre- 
macy over all the European potentates, Ihould re- 
gard the regulation of external ceremony as one 
of the moft interefting occupations which can en- 
gage the attention of a rational being. Yet was 
the authority of this'univerfal monarch fo limited 
in his own country, that a part of his equipage 
wais once detained at Worms by a butcher, whof^ 
bill his attendants had neglefted to difcharge. 

VpL.;i, F The 



1^5 HISTORY OF THE 

-^'^the fenod we are now defcribing is, to a pRi- 
lofophical obferver, one of the moft interefting in 
the annals of mankind ; as the human geniu^' 
was* beginning to emerge from that ijitelleftual 
chaos into which it had fo long been plunged, by 
the united efforts erf pedantry and fuperftition. 
Though perhaps the falutary eftefts of this happy 
t«6volution were lefs fenfibly fjslt among the moun- 
tains of Helvetia, tlian in moft other parts of the 
civilized world ; yet we fhall not, we conceive,, 
^ rendering an laagrateful fervice to the. enlight- 
ened- *€iftdery if we- profit by the prefent ftagna- 
tion of^events, to take a hafty view of the rapid 
pixigyefe, which reafon and fcience were daily 
itfaibii^jynder the genial influence o£ an Italian: 

•I c: :>....^ . .\ 

It is bbfervable, in all ages, that the firft fteps 
towardis literary improvement have been an* 
Bounced by the timid effays of the paftoral i^niufe^ 
In tliefbuthern provinces of France the modern 
b^rd firft- tuned his fylvan reed^ ITie Italians vftise 
delighted with thefe imperfect %ecimeias. Invita- 
tion is the child of admiration, Th^y attempted 
to copy what caught their fancy^ Nor c^n it be 
^"ondered that a people, whofe language is har- 
mony, fhould in a ihort time have arriyed at a 
degree of perfection which the ruder acdcnts o£ 
the Gallic tongi^e could never equals ^ '•; 

Daktje,. 
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Bantb, who died in 132I9 notwithft^uf^diisg 
the fixtravagauce of his {dan and th^ QhfmntyQf 
}us %le, has fometimes burft out intQ a ftrala pf 
fublimity, which no fubfequent poet of. any nar 
tion, Shakefpear and IVCltqn alone e^ceptQ4^ hag 
ever attained. We have only tp- regret that th§ 
fubje&9 which he chofe^ is not of a more ifit^r«i|r 
ingkind; and that the ^hara&ers he (^q^§4 fi^ 
the objefts of his inveftives, have in ^ner^l 
figured upon fuch bbfcure theatres^ that thpir 
namps and vices wouldlong finco have Ijfea ,\fl\^ 
ried in the oblivion they merited, ha4 th?y Wt% 
been called to an inglorious immortality, by the 
indignant pen pf the Florentine baf d* 

The name of Petharch ha;^ been fo jpng Jield 
(acred by the adoUrers of elegiac poetry, t);at ^ 
writer can fcarce efcape the imp^tatipn c^\Uter^^ 
herefy, who ihall attempt tQ plujck away rf§n * 
fingle leaf from U^ wreathed brpw? We aro ?pa4y 
to adpiowledge, in their fidleft e:^tent, sfl She im- 
portant obligations which the Italiw laQg^agfi 
owes to his refining tafte. We fed the beauty of 
his numbers, we admire th^ harmpny pf hift Tgr- 
fificatbn : yet mtift we ftill lament, t^t a gf^nj? 
capable of fuch fttbUme prQduiftio?J?» f^9l44 h¥^^ 
wafted, in deploring Jth^ «r»fi|y oi J-aur?^ I^earf 
which might wn^Pi^ibti?^ l^vp fee«i m9^^ JP?9'^ 
Stably cD^Jpyed by eithef gar|y. Jn tfeg- ffw- inr 

F 2 ftancej 
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fiances in which he has prefiimed to deviate £rx>m 
this queruloiis ftraitt, particularly in his animated 
attack mpoi$ the ^corruptions of modern Babylon, 
he breafcs out into a dignity of flyfe, and difplays 
i^vig^r of conception^ which prove him capable 
of doing juftice to thb nobleft themes. Yet while 
we venture an c^inionj which will prebably be 
cenffcred for its feverity, we fhould be unjuft to 
th* memory -of this celebrated maUy were we to 
conceal what is due, from the literary world, to his 
unremilting zeal for the revival of claffic tafte, and 
cJaflic learning* 
J..- \- .'•; . . . - . 

Almoft every thing we admire in that fpecies 
of writing, of which Boccasio may juftly be 
deemed the inventor, with a long catalogue of 
the beft theatrical produftiofts of every JEuropean 
ftagei are- indebted to his lively invention, and 
eomic vein, fop a considerable portion of their 
celebrity. - Befides, he at once gave a polifh ta 
the ItaliMt^profe, which no fucceeding writer has 
inipr^ved, ^hd hone e^^ept Machiavel equalled* 

'But wfeildwe look with an admiring eye to the 
Bright horizon, afid hail the rifing fun with a kind 
of religious ehthufiafm, we cannot avoid difcern- 
ing the multifarious fpots with which his fplendid 
Orbit is ebfcured. Not even Pettarch himfelf, ele- 
gant as his- compofitions in general are,- is free 
^•* • - •from 
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from the pedantry of the times — ^a defeft which 
in all periods has been common to the .Italian 
•writers. His frequerit introduAion ofpagan^ or, 
as he might poffibly have termed them^ oi clq^c 
deities, and his application of them to th« myfto*' 
ries of Chriftianity,-occafion iconfufion ofideas, 
which nothing but the ignbrance^of the^age cpnU 
cxcufe, or nothing but its corrupted tafte could 
admire. * # ' 

The arts too kept pace in fome degree with the 
progrels of literature. Many of the nioft afeful 
difcoveries, which even now contribute eflfentiatty 
to the comforts of life, fprang from the iny^tive 
genius of the fourteenth century. Faiante, glafs; 
and paper, were manufafibured in feveral towns of 
Italy. Notes too were employed in mufic. Spec^ 
tacles ajSifted the imperfed fight. Gunpowder 
likewife may be claffed among the ufeful produo* 
tions of this creative period. There fcems no 
doubt that cannon were employed in the defence 
of Algefiras by the Moors; and fome hiftorians 
even attribute the vidory at Crecy to the ufe of 
artillery. . > ; ' . r 

Wehceflaus, who mountdd the imperial fhrone 
at the age of fevcDteen, fouiid the empire, arid ixC^ 
deed all Europe, divided by tKe grand fchifm dt 
the weft. Urban the iixth, a Neof>olitan by birth^ 

F3 bad 
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had beta tufed to the papal chair by the Italian caN 
diikali, under tli^ influence of a Roriiaii mob# lii 
the firft mbment of frantic triumph, upon beh(^- 
iflg the holy father once mdre reftored to the ca- 
pital of the Chrifiiah world, it was univerlally bfe- 
Jicved^ throughout that corrupt city, thiit the fiif- 
ffages^ of th* filored collide hid bein guided by the 
lihmediate impulfe of the Holy Spirit*/ But no 
fooner had they recovered their fober fenfes> than 
they began to perceive that this eleft of heaven 
i/3S not only fubje^t to all the iiifirmities of our 
^(^to^ate nature, but that he was the viftim of 
cVcf y nialignafit paffion which c^n degf ade ^d 
ynSkfy th^ hbman chara^ber. By his extortionfih, 
pHde, .and fleverity, he fo comptetely di%Ufted 
Ihofe to whofb ihi|>ired Choice he hadfo lately 
owed the triple cro^^n^ that the majority of the 
cafdiiials ildtired t^ Foiidi, Wherfe they declared 
the former deftidn void, ofa prdtencie that the tur* 
bul^it ihterfei^^ce of the populace had operated 
with greater eHed upon their minds than the 
preterMtUral tofnmunicatibh of the divine \vill# 
Havihg been prcvefited at Rome from exerci&ig 
that freedom of fentiment which is effential to 
the validity of an eleftion, they proceeded to a 
new (!hdiie^ which fell i^KHi li^dbert, the; foU of 
Ashiudeus^ count of Geneva* The hew pope im- . 
toedtilbil^r Itffumed the blme of Clement, ihd bfta^ 
bliihed Ins court at Avighon. 

This 



This fchlfm threw -all Europe into a convulfion^r 
The en^eror, with the kihg^ of England, Hun* 
. ga^, Pbrtugll, Bohemfia, Sweden, Derimark and 
Poland, as w^ll as moft of thie Italian ftates, Ihick 
dofe to the fee of Rome-, while France, Spain, 
Savoy^ Scotland, and Naples, declared ih favor 
"of aement. The aniihofity with which this ridi- 
culous conteft was carried on, feelned to increafe 
in proportion to the infignificancy of the objefts 
in whofe defence they were contending^ While 
nothing was omitted by the worthlcfs competi- 
tors to fprcad the flime of ctifcOrd over all the 
ftates of Chriftendom. Saints of every defcrip- 
tion, and every nation, were called in,' as auxi- 
laries,^ by cither party. Saint Catharine of Sienna, 
a very celebrated perfonage iti the legends of ca- 
tholicifm, engaged in fupport of Urban, with all 
the acrimonious virulence of a polemiial difputant ^' 
while the adverfe fa<Sion, by way of counterafting 
the cffefts of fuch high authority, played off'their 
revelations and miracles with unblulhing artifice, 
and iiltf epid hypocrify* 

. Switzerland indeed appears to have afted, upon 
tliis trying occafion, with a degree of prudence, 
which is uncommon in an age when controverfial 
theology was fa much in fefliion. During the 
whole of this abfurd and contemptible ftrife, the 
Swi& wifely perfeveted in their fyftcm of neutra* 

Uty. 
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lity. But ftill the bitternefs and acrimony with 
which the hoftiie pontiffs combated each other — 
their vain and impious appeals to the Interpofition 
of Providence — ^the anathemas and maledictions 
which they reciprocally vomited forth— contri- 
buted fo effentially to diminifli thofe fentiments 
of refped and inf^dlibility, which bigotry had for 
ages attached to the charader of the fovereign 
pontiff, that we do not feel ourfelves guilty of an 
unneceffary trefpafs upon the reader's patience, in 
adverting to a tranfaftion, which was produftive 
of fo memorable a revolution in the religious 
opinions of niankind. Every event, which could 
conduce to diffufe a fpirit of inquiry, was a ftep 
gained towards the reformation of thofe abufes, 
which had fo long been encouraged by the court 
of Rome, as the moft produdive fources of wealth, 
and the moft folid foundations of power. 

In pity to our reader, we fliall pafs over in 
iilence thofe petty quarrels which occafionally 
troubled the harmony of the Helvetic confede- 
racy. But the attempt of the count of Kyburg, 
upon the town of Soleure^ appears to us to merit 
more minute inveftigation.. It was the misfor- 
tune, or more properly fpeaking, the folly of the 
princes of that age, to aim at a ftyle of magnifi-- 
cence far beyond what their limited revenues 
could fupport. Every count, however minute 

and 
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aird infignificant, muft poffefs all the fplendid and 
appropriate gradations of a royal houfehold. The 
neceflary tonfequence of this childifli weaknefs 
was ruin. The count of Kyburg, among many 
others of his illuftrious compeers, had facrificed 
the moft effential interefts of his dates to the empty 
vanity of drawing-room parade. Preffed on every 
fide by impending diftrefs, he formed the bold de- 
fign, by one decifive blow, to extricate himfdf 
from all his difficulties. Should he prove fuccels- 
ful in the attempt, he would not only regain poffef- 
fion of all his hereditary dominions, (many parts 
of which he had been obliged to alienate) but 
would make himfelf matter of the important 
town of Soleure. Nor did he doubt but that the 
brilliancy of the acquifition would in great mea- 
fure obliterate the infamy of the enterprife. 

It is certain that feveral of the neighboring 
princes were not only privy to the defign, but 
were prepared to march in fupport of the count, 
the very. moment he was matter of the place. 
Even Leopold himfelf was not exempt from fuf- 
picion, though no pofitive proof could be ad- 
duced of his intended co-operation. 

One of the dark nights of November was fixed 
upon for the execution of the plot. A feled body 
of troops w;as to approach the g^teJ in filence, 

which 
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which one 6f the canons of the cathedral, whofe 
houfe vt^as fituated near the walls,- had engaged to 
open. Having thus gained admiffion, they were 
to fecure the principal magiftrates, and take poi* 
feffion of the arfenal. Every thing was prepared 
accordingly. The alarm-bell was muffled. The 
foldiers were on their march. And the faite of 
Soleure feemed haftening to a crifis. At this a^^ 
ful moment an event took place, which faved the 
town, and covered the confpirators with that me- 
rited contenjpt, which is univerfally the lot of un» 
fuccefsful villainy, but which is fometimes loft 
amid the delufive brilliancy of triumphant guilt. 

A peafant, having obferved a trOOp 6f horfe ad- 
vancing cautioufly towards the eity, fuQ)efted that 
fomething hoftite might be intended againft his 
native land. By a nearer path he hurried to the * 
gates, where he arrived before them, and calling 
vociferoufly to the guard, warned him of the im- 
pending danger. The intelligence was immedi- 
ately comtntinicated to the chiti magiftrati?, who 
gave orders for the alarm-bell to be rung. The 
bcll, as we have already obfetved, t<^as muffled* 
This left no doubt of a confpiracy. The enemy 
were already at the gates, and finding that they 
were cEfcOveted, retired in hafte, revenging them- 
feives crueDy upon the harmlefs and inoffenfive 
peafantry for the difgraceftil failure of their plot. 
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So flagrant a breach of the law of nations" could 
not fail to exdte a general fentiment of indigna- 
tion throughout the Helvetic ftates ; but particu- . 
larly at Berne, which, from it's vicinity to the 
territory of Kyburg, was moft expofed to a fimi- 
lar outrage. To fuffer the offence to pafs unre- 
venged, was to invite ambition to renew it. They 
refdived, however, to act, not only with vigor, but 
with caution ; and in confequence, demanded of 
Leopold, by an extraordinary embaffy, whether 
they were at libqrty to proceed to hofiilities againft 
the count, without infrin^ng the treaty. The 
duke of Auftria replied, " that fince the count 
" had got into a fcrape, he milft extricate himfelf 
" as well as he could ; but that for his own part 
" he was refolved nofto intiferferev' 

No fooner were the dd^gates returned witll 
this anfwer, than the Berners entered the terri- 
tory of Kyburg in hoftile array. Unable to reG& 
the impetuofity of the torrent, the count was fooA 
reduced to the humiliation of fupplicating for a 
truce till the following year, in hopes of engaging 
fome of his former friends to aflift. him in his 
diftrefs. But on whatever fide he addreffed his 
comjdaints, he met; dhly.with a cold repulfe. So 
that finding himfelf abandoned by all mankind^ 
he gave way to the bitternefs of his aMdion, and 
died, in a fliQrt tiine^ of a broken heart* 

This 
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X383. ' This event, however, was far from put- 
ting an end to the refentment of the confederates. 
At the expiration of the truce, the war was re- 
newed with frefli vigor by Berne and Soleure* 
The caftles of Bucheck, Grunenberg, Frielhberg, 
Grimmenftein, Sqhweinberg, Trachfilwald, and 
Schwanden fell fucceffively a prey to their vidto- 
rious arms. Encouraged by the tide of profpe- 
rity, they prepared to ftrike a more decifiveHoW; 
and having fummoned their allies in the 
1384. following 4>ring, they refolved to open the 
campaign by the fiege.of Burgdorf, a place 
of fome ftrength, and the ufual refidencc of the 
Kyburg family* The foreft cantons* flew with 
alacrity at the call. For there was an energy in 
their charafter, which ieemed to delight in danger. 
To be free, was the firft objeft of their exiftence ; 
the fecond was to deftroy the foes of freedom. 
Zuric, Zug, and Glaris, fcnt their contingents. 
Even the duke of Savoy, who might have been 
fufpcfted of an hereditary bias for the adverfc 
party, fulfilled his engagements with a degree of 
integrity, that is nqt always to be met with in the 
cabinets of princes. 

The airmy, when united, amounted to upwards 
of fifteen thouland men ; and the fiiege was con- 
duded with fuch vigor, that the garrifon was 
foon reduced to capitulate. A fufpenfiori took 
W-. - place. 
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place, upon conditlan that the town fliould fur- 
render to the allied army, unlefs relieved within 
fix weeks. During the truce, Montford, a de- 
pendant of the houfe of Auftria, approached with 
a numerous and well-appointed cavalry, within 
fight of the allied camp. But finding it too ftrong 
to be attempted wkh any profpeft of fucc^, he 
retired, having firft contrived to throw two hun- 
dred men into the town, with a fcanty fupply of 
provifions. This, however, was fufficient for the 
purpofe of Bertold, who was entrufted with the 
admiiiiftration of affairs during the minority of 
his two nephews. All he wanted was a plaufible 
excufe for not complying with the terms of the 
armiftice. The allies remonfl:rated warmly againft 
this breach of faith. But Bertold was inflexible. 
So that, finding themfelves reduced to difficulties 
from want of provifions, they were foon com- 
pelled to jaife the fiege. 

Bertold was too prudent not to difcover the 
hnpoffibility of fupporting himfelf, for any length 
of time, agakift the fuperior force of the aUies. 
The people were already exhaufted by the bur- 
dens of the war, and were terrified at the prof- 
peft of being expofed to a repetition of thofe 
fufferings from which they were fo lately re- 
lieved. With loud and repeated clamors they 
called for peace : and declared their refolution of 

fubmitting 
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fiibmitting to any conditions the enemy migKl; 
cxaft, rather than undoFge the horrors of afet 
cond £iege« To langyage like this there is but 
one reply ; and an opportunity fooii offering for 
an amicable accommodation, Bertold embr^c^d it 
with eagernefs. All parties being inclined to 
peace, the treaty was foon brought to a happy 
condufion ; and the towns of Burgdorf and Thun 
ceded in perpetuity to the republic of Berne, m 
confideration of the fum of 37,800 florins.*/ 

Tke horrors of war were now fufpended j the 
flaughtering fword was arrefted by the foothing 
voice of negociation, but the calm was only mo- 
mentary, and preparatory to the approaching 
ftorm. There is fomething fo attraftive in the . 
charms of power, that it requires no moderate 
portion of fortitude and forbearance to renounce 
the pre-eminence we have once enjoyed. Quali- 
lities like thefe are not often to be found. They 
are the appanages of a diftinguifhed few# Nor 
can they be expefted fronr njen, who have been 
taught, even during the imbeciUity of childhood^ 
that every thing they behold was created for their 
enjoyment, was deftined for theit fervice. 

*■ This tranfa^ion is related with cdn^dwablc variations by 
Stumpf ^ijd Tfchudi, but wc have prcferrecj the authority of 
Juftiiigcx and StettLer, as moft fatisfaftory in our opinbn. 

It 
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It was not to be fuppofed, then, that Leopold, 
notwithftanding the chara^er of moderation 
whidi he thought convenient to affume, could 
behold with indifFerence the aggrandifement of 
the Helvetic ftates. By the retreat of Coucy he 
was in great meafure extricated from all his dif- 
ficulties. The weak adminiftration of Wenceflau$ 
left him nothing to apprehend from that quarter* 
The moment appeared opportune for the accom- 
plifliment of the grand projeft, which he had long 
meditated in fecret, but from the execution of 
which he had hitherto been diverted by a variety 
of incidents, with which the reader has already^ 
. been made acquainted. 

The profperity of republican Helvetia was a 
conftant and augmenting fource of mortification.. 
While that ' dangerous cpnfederacy flouriflied, it 
was in vain for fortune to fmile. Every enjoyment 
was embittered by the cruel profpect of triumphant 
freedom. Nor did the confederates, on their part> 
appear to have calculated much on a pernianent 
peace. Symptoms of jealoufy find miftruft were 
continually breaking out. But thefe were more 
particularly vifible in the behaviour of the foreft 
cantons^ and moft of all in that of the Schweit- 
zers. The near approach of Coucy had for a 
while fufpended all animofities.. Yet no fooner 
^ , was , 
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v/as the ftorm blown over, than the current oilce 
more refumed it's wonted courfe. 

It has ever been the policy of Anftria to throw 
the whole burden of a war upon the flioulders of 
her allies. During the late invafion, Leopold had 
fhewn himfelf a perfeft adept in this artful fyf- 
tem. Secure within . the walls of Briffac, he be- 
held the efforts of the Swifs with admiration, he 
contemplated their loffes with complacency. His 
conduft too, during the fiege of Burgdorf, was at 
beft fufpicious. For though he took no open and 
decided part in the conteft, he ftill allowed his fub- 
jefts to aft in a manner which was not only an 
infringement of exifting treaties, but a dired vio- 
lation of his own fpecific promife. And fo ftrong 
was the impreflion excited by this fliameful and 
ungenerous duplicity, that nothing but the pru- 
dent and continual exertions of their leading men 
could have^deterred the cantons from an imrne^ 
diate declaration of war. 

The new and exorbitant tolls, which had been 
recently impofed at the Auftrian frontier, to the 
real detriment of Helvetic commerce, proved a 
frefli and very valid caufe of difcontent. 

About this time fcveral of the imperial cities of 
Germany had entered into a league for their mu-^ 

t^ial 
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tual defence, hot only againft thofe numerous 
bands of banditti, which infefted Europe towards 
the clofe of the fourteenth century, but agsunft 
perfons of more diftinguifhed rank, who had been 
induced, by the confufion of thetimes, to embrace 
the feme licentious courfe of Kfe. Unwilling, 
however, to admit a principle, which was fo 
highly degrading to their own prder^ the nobility 
affefted to attribute fuch ncceffary precautions to 
a diflFerent motive, and accufing the cities of fedi- 
tious views, they publilhed their intentions of fup- 
porting their juft prerogatives by force of arms..* . 
This general fpirit of difcontent contributed effen- 
.tially to widen the breach between the duke of 
Auftria and th^ confederates, as both fides flatter- 
ed themfelves, in cafe of a rupture,- to be fup- 
potted by a numerous and powerful party. 

The moment appeared favorable to renew his 
pretenfions ; and Leopold, in confequence, having 
previoufly concerted meafures with the coimt of 
Wirtemburg, declared himfelf the head of the arif- 
tocratic league. The Swifs, on their part, thought 
it high time to provide againft the approaching 
ftorm, as in the prefent ftate of things it was 
hardly poffible to avoid a rupture. With this 

^ * This union gave rife tp fome celebrated orders of knight* 
hood, particularly to that of the Lionss and of 5/. Geor^. 

- Vol. II. G view. 
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•view, Berne, Zuric, Soleiire, and 2^g, cohcItidedE 
a defenfive alUanceAvith the united cities of Ger- 
many, which to the number of fifty-one had 
formed an affociation for their mutual fecurity.* 

A confederacy like this was too irepugnant to 
the ambitious defigns of Auftria, to be beheld 
with an eye of indifFerence. But as an open de- 
daration of hoftilities agalnft fo formidable a body, 
could ferve no other purpdfe but to rivet more 
clofdy the links by which it was connected, Leo- 
pold refolved to combat it with ether weapons ; 
and for that purpofe he tods: occafion, in his way 
to- Vienna, to pay an tmexpeded vifit to Zuric, in 
hopes of being able, by artful management,* to fe- 
parate that leading fliate from the general confe- 
deracy. During his refidence there, he received 
deputies from Schweitz and Lucerne, to remon- 
ftrateagainft-the new tolls which had been 119- 

* * The ufilon confiiled of the following dties- Mcnte, StraP- 
bourg^ Wol-ms, 'Spirts, Franeforl, Hagenaa, Wci&ohtTgf 
Wctelar, Sthletftat, Achenbeim, Fribeig, Paifcrfheim, SclU, 

•Ratifbon, Bdle, Naremberg^ Augiburgy Ulra, Conftancei Et- 
lingen,-RetttUngen, Rotweil, W^il, Uberlingen, Memraingen, 
Biberach, Ravenfburg, Lmdau, St. Gall, Kempten,^ Kauf- 

1ye\lcrny Leutkirch, Ylhyy'Waagenj Budihorni Mundcn, Hall, 
Heilbrun, Wimpfen, Nordlingen, Dunkelfbuhel, Rottenberg^ 

* WindhcitiH Wyffcnburg, Weinfberg, Aaicnj Bopfingen^ Gein-* 
gen, Wyl, PftiilcndOrfF, and Buehau* 

pofed 
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pofed both at thfc bridge of R^appeifwyl and at 
Rottenberg. Ever ftudious to fow the feeds of 
dilfention among the Swife, the duke thought, 
that by a decided partiality for one party, he 
might give juft caufe of fufpicion to the other. 
He accordingly treated their application in a very 
different manner. To the Schweitzers he was all 
benignity and condefcenfion : their petition was 
granted " in confideration,*' as he himfelf expreff- 
ed it, " of his fatisfaftion with their conduft in 
" not having joined the league." But his treat- 
ment of the Lucerners was haughty and harfh. 
No arguments could avail them; no rcdrefs was to 
_be obtained. 

^-, Finding, however, that the Helvetic ftates were 
.too firmly united for his artifices to fucceed, and 
wiihing to fecure himfelf againft any fudden moyc- 
ment on the part of Switzerland, while the Ger* 
. manic bond continued in force, he propofed to 
the cantons a perpetual truce. But the offer was 
of fo fufpicious a nature, that even thofe ftates, 
which had taken no aftive part in the league of 
the Gernunic cities, rejected it without hefitation. 

In this critical fituation of aflBiirs, the finalleft 

, fpark was fufficicnt to, kindle a flame. During 

the annual fair at Rapperfwyl, a rumor fuddenly 

prevailed that a lietachment was advancing from 

G 2 Zuric, 
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Zuric, to furprize the town. The foundation 6£ 
this report was neyer clearly afcertained, but it's- 
, effect was inilantaneous and deciiive. ' The towitf- 
men ran tumultuoufly to arms, exclaimed againft 
the treachery of the Zurickers, and laid violent 
hands upon every inhabitant of that city who un- 
fortunately fell in their way.^ Number^ of refped- 
able people were thus expoled to the fevereft in- 
fuits, who had attended the fair, a^ ufual, from 
commercial motives alone. Having otiigedMiheir 
fuppofed enemies to five themfelves by flight, they 
fallied forth in fearch of the hoftile troops.' But 
none were to be found. TTiis however, in the. 
judgment of prejudice, "s^as no pr6of of inno- 
, cence : it demonftrated the vigilance of the foe,, 
but was no argument that the accufatfon was 
groundlefs. The efcape tod was confid'ered as a 
^ fignal inftance of divine proteftiori, and pubBc 
thankfgiving3 were in confequence offered to the 
ptefiding faint, in acknowledgment of this import- 
aut favor. . 

This event, though unimportant in itfelf, was^ 
an additional teftimony that the aplual ceflation of 
. hoftilities was the effect of rieceflity, and not of 
inclination. The fyflem of forbearance, which he 
1. had lately purfued, was' by no meara natural ta 
,; the charafter of Leopold ; but it waaflrongly en- 
forced by every principle of prudence. Exhaufted 
;" ^ by 
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bvtl^e^b^rd^as of former w^rs, his fulii^efts gave, 
eyicleat marks of their diflike to renew the cbn- 
teft,. N Befides, the rigorous* meafures purfued by./ 
ttc.houfe of Auftria> in the adminiftration of 
it's jKOviiices, when contrafted wii:h the mild and " 
happy ,cqnftitution of republican Helvetia, did not 
infoire any violent predilefltion in favpr of an ar* 
bitrary government. There is a tide too in hu# 
man affairs, which hurries away the mind of man * 
vQtk. a .degree ^of preternatural impulfe, which he 
is. equjJly ujiable^ either to explgtln or to refill.^ 
A;ad at this time the current ran ilrongly in favor ^ 
of popular eftjiblifliments ; at leaft this was the cafe^ 
jii Switzerland. 

Finding that all their reJiionftrances were inef- 
feftualj apd that the tolls continued to be l^vie4 
with unabated rigor, the Lucerners ran to arms 
yi, a tumultuous manner, without waiting for the 
expiration of the trucp. Their march was di- 
rected, againft Rottenberg, where they arrived at 
a time, when th^ greateft part of the inhabitants 
were celebratii^g a /religious feftival at -fpme dif- 
tange from the town. ' In a moment the caftlc . 
>vas. affailed, thg wall^ deftrpyed, and ev?ry veftige 
pf fprtifi^ratiqii effaced. It dpes not appear, how- 
ever, that %i^ CQUncil of ftate had the Jfmalleft in* 
timation of what was going forward, till they 
Jxeard gf jthe fuccefs of the expedition, 

G 3 ' Not 
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^Not content with refufing fatisfa^lion for this 
daring outrage, the Lucerners continued to brave 
the power of ^uftria by repeated aclsf of hoftility. 
Predatory incurfibns were daily made upon ther 
adjacent territory ; while, in exprefs contradiftion 
to the late convention^ they admitted the inhabi- 
tants of Entlibuch to. the rights of burgherlhip^ ' 
though depeladant upon the houfe o^ Auftrla, 

r^-' .•■■ • 

1386. ^o fooneiLwas it known to* the other 
fqreft cantdJiSj that the fword was aftuiilly un- 
l][)ieathed, than their refpediyc- baiiiners were un- 
furled, and feveral caftles , ^eftrojffed,* before any 
effeftual fuc^or could beTent tp> their reliefs 

■ •■•- ^^y ^ 

Leopold was at this tinie fo fully occupied with 
the aiBfairs of Germany, that he was as yet unable 
tp refent the infult which had been offered to his 
pride. He was not, however, wholly inattentive 
to what Was paffing, but was endeavoring, by 
his popular condUft, to ingratiate himfclf with the 
ariftocratic party, that he might employ it here- 
^ter as beft fuited his purpofe. And he fo far 
fucceeded in his endeavors,' that at his inftigatioti 
tjie confederate nobles, . to the nuniber of three 
hundred, ^diff>atched their heralds to the united 
.cantons with declarations of war. Tliefe notices 

♦ Rheinachi Baldeak, WoUb^ufen/and Wagfenthal. 

were 
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were delivered ip a general affembly of the cQnfe* 
derates; ajid in order that the impreflio.n x^ight% 
\}e ftronger, it was inanaged for the meflengers^ 
to arrive in regular fucceffion; fo that one de-. 
fiance was fcarcely received, \|rheA an<>^t?r. was, 
ready to bp delivered^ 

Meanwhile the Auftrian governor airemble4 ion 
hafte a fmall body of thirteen hundred men, by^ 
way of fecurity agadnft any fudden attack. But. 
finding that nothing was attempted by the; enemy, . 
he r^olved no longer to confiiie hiipi^.to defenr 
five meafures : and having entered into a. fecrej: 
correfpondence with fon^ of the inhabitants^ey- 
enberg, he, with their cpncwrrence^ drew a party 
of the garrifon^ which confifted pf volunteers 
from Zug and i.ucerne, i|ito an ambufcade, M^here 
the greater part of them were cut in pieces. The 
reft of the citizen^ who wer? att?iched to a rer 
publican form of government, were ib alarmed 
at this a<a of treachery on the part of their coiip^ 
try men, that not knowing in whom to confide, 
they abandoned the fepwn jn a bo^y, having fiyft 
^f it on fire. 

The town of Reicheniee wa«^ foon after taken 
ty ftorm, and moft of ^he burghers put to the 

fword. 

* ■. ■ 

Q4 |!?o 
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' No .'fooner had Leopold accommodated all dif- 
ferences with the imperial cities, than he prepared 
for the ihvafion of Switzerland, Ilis meafures 
were now toopublic to leave a doubt of his in^ 
t^ntions. The Swifs , therefore, determined to tako 
advantage of the moment, and to annoy the ene^ 
my by predatory attacks, before any confiderable 
fbrce was colle6;ed. During thefe repeated incur- 
fions many caftles were defirroyed, and many towns 
and villages fackied. In the iatchievement of thefe 
exploits the confederates difplayed their wonted 
courage/' No difficulties impeded their progrefs } 
no dangers appalled their courage. To them no-, 
thing appeared too arduous far valor to accom-r 
plifli ; and the prefentiment of fuccefs rendered 
every thing poffible. . 

But in the midft of this brilliant career, they 
were alarmed with the intelligence, that Leopold 
was advancing at the head of a mighty force. 
No period in the Helvetic annals was taore critical 
than the prefent. A great and alarming change 
had, taken place in the pciitics of Switzerland.-^ 
Progrcffive improvements had, as ufual> been ac^* 
companied with progreffive corruption ; and in 
Ipite t)f all the laviih encomiums of partial arid 
national'pensj it requires no- great degree ofpene-: 
tration to difcover, in the conduft of the different. 
Cantons upon this trying occafion, that interefted 
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IJpirit of calculation whicih forms fo eflential a fea-» 
ture in the Helvetic charader. The. canton of: 
Berne had been fummoned, upon the firft proved, 
of a rupture, to join the common fiandard : but 
under pretence that the truce was not yet expired,^ 
the call of honor was for once unnoticed; 

Let us be juft in the inferences we draw. The 
unfliaken magnanimity dii^layed by the Helvetic 
people in the hour of peril, will cominand,the ad-^ 
miration of pofterity, fo long as, an afylum is left 
for civil liberty upon tlie furface of the globc»: 
But while we fympathize with the ftruggles of. 
independance, we cannot fliut our eyes to ^thcrfe; 
drfeds which tarnifh the virtues of the Swifs, ^d- 
occafionally degrade the moft heroic valor ty ren- 
dering it an objeft of commercial fpeculatioja.. 
Her abfence from the battle of Sempach is an in- 
delible blot in the annals of Berne j it is a ftaia 
which national vanity may wiflx to conceal, but 
which no powers of rhetoric can. ever palliate. 

Leopold, having affembled a councfl of war at 
Baden, which place he had fixed upon for the ren-- 
dezvous of his army, propofed the following plan.- 
That a body of troops, under the command of 
John de Bonftetten, fliould occupy a ftrong pofi« 
tion at Bruck, in the Argau ; where, fecure him- 
fclf from the poffibility of aa attack, Jie might 
i . alarm 
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alartn the^c^ty of Zuritj^ahd preverxt the gafrifoii 
ftom marching to the aid of the confederates. 
Meajlwhile at the iiead of his numerous* cavalry, 
Jic woTild hiriifdf advance againft Sempach aiid> 
' Rottenberg ; aiKi after takinj^ both thefe towns^, 
wo\ild lay' fiege to Luccrnej^ which was with juft 
tice regarded^ the key to the foreft cantons* . 

As in all fbmiier wars Zuric had been the prin^ 
cipal objfeft, againft which the vengeance pf Apt 
tria» was direftcdy the firft idea of the cppfedfi^ 
rates was to concenter their forces in the vidnity 
df that dty, as tjie mofb probable point of attack* 
^ But xio fooner were they informed of the plan 
wMth the enemy had adopted, than they penc? 
trated their real defign, and immediately had re^^ 
GOurfe to other meafures« Having in confequencef 
drawn away the greater part of the garrifon from 
Zuric to join the mai|i army, they flew with thdr 
\vonted alacrity to meet the Auftrians under the 
' walls of Sempach^ 

From the inaccuracy of the German writers^ 
we are feft in our ufual ftate of fiifpenfe with re- 
fy^A to the force of the ariftocratic army. No- 
thing however can be clearer, than that it was 
greatly ftiperior, both in number and difdpline, 
to the ^wifs ; arid that it confifted chiefly of ca- 
valry, which in thofc days of military unlkilful- 

nefs 



H^LVETXC RfiPUBtlCS, 9* 

ncfe conftituted the chief dqpiehdance of Europeaa 
armies. The fpirit gf animofity with Which diey 
w^re aSuated, was cvidfeiit froin the wanton 
citielties which they ccmuifitted^ during their 
inaurch.* 

It was on the ninth' of July that Leopold ap- 
peared before Sempachi The harVeft was ncaily 
ripe : and the duke, in order to diftrefs thJc Swifi, 
' while he procured fupplies for' his own troops, 
employed the infantry in cutting the corn, whUe 
the cavalry approached to the very gatcfs of the 
town, ahdwith infulting mockery conanianded the 
burgher's, who appeared upon the walls, to carrf 
a bf eakfali to the reapers. *' Our friends arc 
*« bringing it,'* replied the citizens, with a 'refi>- 
iution predidbive of the melancholy ifliie. 

' Scarce, was this anfwer given, when the IM- 
vetic -banners were di^layed on the adjacent 
heights. The troops, which had been hitherto 
concealed behind a wood, moved forward with a 
firm and undaunted ftep, undifmayed by the* fu- 
periority of the foe. 

* Thi« was carried fo far th^t they are faid to have l^ecn at- 
tended by a waggon laden with halters, which were to be cm* 
• plojed in hanging the inhabitants of Sempach. 

Leopold 



Leopold has l^e^n reprcfentedi by the partial, 
p^p of flattery, as a prince diftinguiflied for his 
naiiitary fkill ; yet hi3 condud upon this memo-r . 
rqh]^ occafipiii betrays rather the blind prefump- ^ 
iiojx of Ignorance than martial talents, or a tnind. 
informed by the ftudy of war. It is well known 
that in thofe day;s the ftrength- pf an army cctfi- 
fifted^almoft entirely in pava|ry. . The men at arms 
were irrefiftible, when the nature of the couptry 
perniitted them to.^ft in a cpmpad body. Yet. 
apparently without caufcj^ did he foregp eyeyy ad-, 
yaj^tage tq be derived frop a numerous horfe^. 
.by ordering them to difmount, and tq receive oa 
foot the fhock of the Helvetic irjf^ntry, which 
according to the .beft ,authorI,ties amounted tq 
little more than thirteen hi^ndred men,* Fpur> 
hundred of thefe .were furniihed'by the cahtoiv 
of Lucerne, and three hundred each by Uri, 
Schweitz,and Unterwalden. To-thefp \yerea44ed 

* Som? writer^ pfeteml that Leopold was induced lo co'rrt- 
mil this fatal error from a rG'mantic idea of glory. Confident 
of fuccefs, he tbougkt his tfiumph would be imperfedl:, if ha 
■owed it to the fuperiority: of his arms. This is indeed cxcufing ^ 
one fault by another equally rcprehcnfible. Be(ldes> the fani^ * 
fpirlt of erithuiiailic folly would have prevented him from 
marching againft the Swifs at the head of an army more nu- 
merous than theirs. We' are ready to make every allowance 
for the c'baradleriftic weakneffes of the age, but an txdL likft this 
would exceed the bounds of human imbecility, " • , 

^ '- ^ 1 . ' fome 
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(bme volunteers from Ziig, Glaris, and Entli- 
' buch, who joined'the confederates-oil 'their march* 
Of this fhiall body, fe^;^ had -any defcnfive wea- 
pons, while the enemy were cafed in coats of mail, 
and condenfed in a firm and folid phalanx. 

There is fomething fo Angularly impolitic in 
the whole order of battle which Leopold adopted, 
that were it not attefted upon the faith of au- 
thors whofe authority is facred, we could fcarcc 
prevail upon ourfclves to believe it within the 

■ conipafs of human error. After having thrown 
away the incalculable advantage arifing from the 

' fuperior jfkill of his cavalry, which was compofed 

' of the flower of the Auftrian troops, he, with an 

army four times niore numerous thaii that with 

which he was to ' engage, waited patiently for the 

attack, and by his appareht irfefolution gave cofl- 

. fidence to the foe. " The Auftrians,^* faid the 

' Swifs to each other as thSey advanced to the charge, 
*' have repeatedly tried our ftrength, and dread 
** the havoc of our .halberds.*' This fuggeflion 
baniflied every idea of fear. Their countenance 

- was firm, their march. was rapid; Struck with 
amazement at fo unexpefted a fight j the moft pru- 
dent of the* Aufl*ian leaders advifed the duke to 

- poftpone any <lecifive engagement till he^fliould ^e 
joined by the detachment under Bonfiellen. Pru- 
dence, however, was not in fhofe days the lot of 

'- -»' princes J 
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. princes j they difiiaiAed tte leffons o£ experience t 
even the defeat of Morgarteti was forgotten^ Be* 
jEdes» this l^e ady^pe was derided by the yoiing 
nobility, . wI\o .fc;onied. to e^cdl their, prince in 
judgment, and had fiilly perfuided tbemfelves th^t 
tl^e hour was now arrived, when Heaven had de- 
,livercd up a .rebellious ji^dincprri^le; people to a 
juft and fpqe^y phaftifement. 

There were not, howeyer, wanting rnen who 

Iqokcd forward with .apprehenfion.to the ijQTueof 

the. day. John of Hafenburg, an old and expe- 

, tienced, warrior, had too often, witneffed the pro- 

; digies of Helvetic valor to. give way. to the flatter- 

ing illufipnj and after haying vainly urged^ the 

. cayediency ,of declining a battle, till joinpd by 

^ their detached, parties, he epdeayoured, with no 

- better fuccefs, to prevail upon the duke to put 

. himielf at leaft in a place of iafety. A young 

nobleman,, who twais prefent, obferyed with a far- 

, calHc 13^ il^ wap not furprifing that Hafen- 

: fc^jrg* flxQuld hav? a harems heart. 

Th^iSgfial yas at length given* The confede- 
. rates, as was. ufual with themin fijch fituations, 
( having recocipa^oded their caufejtp the Qod of 
. juftice, ijufltedjlwpptupufly to Ap charge, while 

*. Hafen in German fignifiesa hare. 

the 
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the foe, with protxafted fpears waited the Ihock^ 
So long as thd hoflile line remained unbroken no 
hope was. left them. To penetrate this was the 
great objeA of their endekvors j and in r^ated^ 
but ineffeftual ejBForts, much of their bell blood 
was fpilt. Sixty of their braveft warriors had zU 
ready fallen, and the Auftn^n phalanx was ilHl 
entire. 

In this exigency, ANTHONy de Porte, a l!iC* 
lanefe by birth, but who had been induced by the 
love of liberty to fettle in the vale of Uri, oried 
out to his countrymen, ^^. Strike the fpears of the 
** enemy with all your might ! they are hollow, 
*' and will be eafily broken !" By his own ex- 
ample he encouraged them to the attack. But 
the fhattered fpears were inftantly replaced, wh3e 
-the hero htmfelf fell a vidim to his noble, ardor. 

But there was a man in the ranks of Helvetia, 
^ who was d^ltined to ihew what human fortitude 
can effed, when afaimated with the pure fpirit of. 
patriotilm, and unreftrained by the dread of dteatlu 
AviVOLi^ OF WiNKELRiKD, a kuight of Uuterwal- 
den, had been diftinguiflied by a conticmpt &f.dan« 
ger from his carlieft youth. In the daySic pages 
of Rome he had contemplated with enthufialQn 
the magnanimity of her earlieft chiefs. The ex- 
ample of the Fabii was ever before his eyes. A 

fate. 



/fete, like theirs, was to him immortality i ziid 
daftardly did hc^deem the foul, which could pr6- 
fer ignoble lif^ to fuch a deftiny; The moment 
was now arrived, when he had an opportunity of 

, realifing all his romantic notions of virtue. He 
was -himfelf in the fituation of the admired Ro- 

. naan, and could enfure the independance of Hel- 
vetia' by the facrifice of an individual life. To ^a 
mind exalted like his, it was indeed a day of 

- triumph* He looked forward to the admiration 
of pofterity. He beheld himfelf, with anticipated 

.rapture, the chofen theme of the recording mufe^ 
^ To my country I recommend niy children/' 

^ exclaimed the enthufiaftic hero^ ". they will fooa 
*? have no other father to proteft them 1'* And 
grafping the concentered fpears of the-, enemy in 

. bothrhis arms, he ruflied undaunted on the points, 
and crying to his aftonifhed cQWtrym^h " tije 
*^ RANKS ARE BROKEN !** expired. 

This aftion was decifiYe. The Swif^ preffed 

forwiard in a.compaft column, and haying pene- 

. trated the iron wall, made a dreadful daughter 

. among the knights, whofe heavy armour, and 

. long fpears, were little calculated for clpfe fight. 

- A writer of reputation, Jn defcribing this memo- 
rable engagement, exprefTes himfejf.in the follow- 
ing t^ords': *' The heads of many of the Auftrian 

^ *^ nobles were deft afjxAder j others were knocked. 
1. - ' " down 
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^* do^n with heavy dubs, while numbers, finking 
" tender the weight of their armour, and the heat 
^' of the day, were unable to rife again/* 

In this ftate of defperatlon, when every thing 
was given -up for loft, the general attention was 
direded to the fafety of Leopold. In vain did his 
fiirviying friends reprefent to him the neceffity of 
faving himfelf by flight. He was deaf *o their re- 
monftrances. He rejefted their entreaties witli 
difdain. " I fliould deem myfelf unworthy,*' re- 
plied he with noble enthufiafm, " to have led fuch 
" gallant men to battle, could I refolve to feparate 
" my fate from their's.*' With thefe words, he 
rufhed into the thickeft of the %ht, and met the 
deftiny he courted. 

In the mean time, the count of ZoUern, and 
Hans of Oberkirk, who commanded the referve; 
feeing that the, fortune of the day was irretriev- ^ 
able, betook themfelves to flight. The diforder 
from that time became univerfal. Perfonal fecu- 
rity was the only objed: of confideration : even 
the very grooms and pages, who had been en- 
ti'ufted by the "knights with the care of their 
horfes, regardlefs of their matter's fafety, fled in 
the general confufion. So that the whole body 
, of nobles would in all probability have been cut 
Vol. II. H V in 
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in pieces, Tiad not the vi6iors been reflrained, by 
the love of plunder, from continuing the purfuit. 

Notwithftanding, however, their propenfity to 
a paffion, -which has been at all times fatal to the 
glory of Helvetia, fifteen ftandards fell into the 
hands of the conquerors, whofe lofs was compa- 
ratively fmall, as it did not exceed two hundred 
men : and of thefe the greater part ftill lived in 
the hearts of their countrymen, fo long as virtue 
was the object of Helvetic admiration. Among 
the flain we find the names of Peterman of Gol- 
deltingen, avoyer of Lucerne ; Conrad, landman * 
of Uri ; Siegrift of Tiffelbach, landman of Unter- - 
walden, and Arnold of Winkelried. Various are 
the deeds of heroifm afcriSed, by the ancient 
writers, to thefe gallant worthies, and of which 
we ftill read with pleafure in thofe national ballads 
which infpired the love of freedom to their lateft 
' pofterity. An anecdote, however, is recorded of 
Goldeltingen, which merits particular attention. 
As he was expiring of his wounds, a friend, who 
faw his danger, ran to his afliftance, and finding him 
in the agonies of death, inquired with tender foli- 
citude if he had any family arrangements to make, 
\yhile he yet was in a fituation to do it. " Tell 
" my countrymen,** replied the expiring hero, 
" that Goldeltingen, with, his lateft breath, con- 

"jures 
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^^ jures them never to continue an avoyer in office 
** for a longer term than one year. It is the advice 
" of a dying man, who loves his country, and who 
"falls contented in having difcharged his duty/* 

On the fide of Auftria about two thoufand 
periflied; among whom were included many 
perfons of diftinguiflied rank, and fome of the 
moft illuftrious families in Germany. The day 
after the battle, the body of Leopold was found 
upon the field, amidft heaps of carcafes. It was 
no fooner difcovered, than it received every ho- 
norable diftinftion which was due to his exalted 
rank, and was buried with becoming pomp at 
Konigsfelden, together with twenty-fix of his offi- 
cers. The remainder were thrown promifcuoufly 
into a common grave, with the flaughtered fons 
of Helvetia, and a chapel was fliortly after erected 
upon the fpot, as a moilument of Helvetic virtue. 

\ This was" indeed a fevere blow to the houfe of 
Auftria, and raifed the reputation of the repub- 
lican arms to fuch a height, that nothing was 
thought too arduous for Helvetic valor to at- 
chieve. Yet notwithftanding all their loffes, the 
nobles of the Auftrian faftion were too feverely 
wounded in the tendereft part to fit down con- 
tented with the. degrading refleftion of being the 
victims of their own imprudence. 

H 2 •_-, Leopold 
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Leopold left four fons-^WiHiam, Leqpold, Er* 
neft, and Frederic- Upon the death of theii;' fa- 
ther, a fliort tnice took place, upon principles of 
mutual convenience* But this was no Iponer ex- 
pired, than the eldeft of thefe princes was con- 
dufted to Baden, by his uncle Albert, and prefent- 
ed to an affembly of the nobles as head of their 
party. A defultory war was xmtnediatdiy com* 
menced againft the confederates, and carried on 
for fome months with various fuccefi. Animated 
by the prefence, and encouraged by the promifes 
of Albert, confidence began once more to take the 
place of defpondency , while prep^ations for the 
Renewal of hoftilities were (svery where carried on 
with aftivity and vigor. The Swifs, on their 
part, were not^inattentive, but did every thing 
which prudehce and good fenfe could dictate, to 
derive the greateft advantage from their recent 
triumphs 

The conduft of Berne, during the late memo- 
rable ftruggle, has been defended by her leading 
men upon principles of ^parent plaufibility^ The 
exhaufted ftate of the public treafury wou^, in 
moft fituations, have been a reafonable pica for 
perfevering in pacific meafures, and might have 
juftified the governmait for refufing to take an 
active part in the war, fo long as their immediate 
neighbors preferved a perfed neutrality. But 

ia 
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in the a£hial ftate of affairs, the exiftence of Swit- 
zerland, as an ihdq>endent fiate, was the grand 
objeft of contention, and to the attainment of this 
in\portant point every meaner confiderafion was 
to be faqrificed. The Berners, however, not- 
withftanding the caution^ fyftejn which they bad 
adopted, were not fo negleftful of their real inte- 
ttfts as to be unprepared for war j on the con- 
trary, they were ready to take the field upon the 
Jhorteft notice, whenever tempted by the profpecl 
pf any valuable acquifition« 

The occafion was not long wanting. The 
countefs of Vallandis, encouraged by the flatter- 
ing prolhifes of the houfe of A^fkrhj broke het 
alliance with Berne, and refiifed at the fauie time 
the repayment of a confiderable fum of moneys 
which had been advanced to her, by the republic, 
in a moment of urgent diftre^. The temper of 
the Berners was by no meansi calculated to per- 
mit fo flagrant a breach of common hondfty to 
pafe with impunity, An armed force imime* 
diately entered the territoy of the countefs, de^ 
ftroying* every thing before them with fire and 
the fword. 

^ In a-iiKjrt tin\e they razed the caAle of Hafenborg, burnt 
the town of Willifau, and took Thorberg and t^oppingen, both 
places of ftrength, belonging to th^ count of Thorberg. 

-H 3 Mean- 
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Meanwhile the Friburghers, who had long been 
preparing in fecret to revenge themfelves upon 
the Berners for all the injuries they had fufFered 
fince the firft commencement of the war with 
Auftri^, affembled a mercenary force, and ad- 
vanced in the night under the very walls of 
Berne, hoping by one decifive blow to recover 
the reputation of their arms. But the reception 
they met with was fo warm and unexpefted, that 
they were happy to fave themfelves by a hafty re- 
treat.' The Berners, in return for this perfidious 
attempt, made predatory incurfions upon various 
parts of the enemy's domain. The caftles. of 
Dachsfeld, Caftel, Maggenberg, and Shonenfels, 
were fucceffively taken and deftroyed. The town 
of Unterfeen, a feud of the houfc of Brandis, 
yielded likewife to their triumphant arms, and 
was fpared only upon condition that the inhabi- 
tants fliould fwear allegiance to the victorious re- 
public, and do homage to them accordingly. , 
Plaflfey alfo, with the upper part of the vale of 
Siben, threw themfelves under the protection of 
the Berners, whofe mild jurifdiction they very 
wifely preferred to the rigorous government of 
William of Dudingen, a patrician of Friburg, their 
former lor,d. 

Upon the recommencement of hoftilities, all the 
efforts of the confederates were directed againft 1 

the 



; HEtV^tlC REPUBI^ICS. I03 

the adjacent baronS;, in the hope of weakening 
them by partial attacks, before any formidable 
force could be affembled. Conformably to this 
plan, the Lucerners, by a fudden movement, got 
poffeffion of Hohen-Rheinach, while the Zurickers 
tdok the caftles of Merfburg and Sultz, which 
they immediately razed. 

In the midft of thefe fuccefsful enterprizes, an 
event took place which direded their operations 
to a different quarter. The town of Wefen^ in 
the Gafter, had been long an object of jealoufy to 
Claris, It's contiguous fituation was particularly 
favorable for any defultory attack on the part of 
Auftria, as during the feverity of winter, the 
Glarners were cut off from all communication 
with their allies, and even in the funrmer months 
might be confiderably annoyed, before any effec- 
tual fuccor could arrive from the neighboring 
cantons ; as at that feafon of the year, the martial 
youth were for the mofl part abfent from their 
native honaes, engaged on the higher mountains 
in the occupations of a paftoral life. By fome ac- 
cident the garrifon of Wefen had been left in a 
n'egleded ftate j and no fooner were the Qlarjiers 
informed of this circumftance, than they per- 
ceived the poflibility of rendering themfelves maf- 
tersofthe town, before an Auftrian army could 
march to it's relief. For this purpofe, they dit 

H 4 , / patched 
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patcJicd meffengers to their alKes to comtniinieatc 
the intended prcjeft, and to concert meafures for 
it's execution. The propofal was no fooncr made, 
this it was embraced with th?rt enthufiaftic ardor, \ 
which diftinguiflied the chara<9:cr p£ the Swifs, at 
that glorious period of their hiftory. An atjna* 
inent was affembled ' upon the fhores of the lake 
of Wallenftadt ; which partly in boats, and partly 
upon rafts, proceeded againft the town, which 
was fituated at the northern extremity of this 
fittle, but xomantic lake. T%e fuburbs, that ex- 
tended to the very furface of the water, were not 
. only open and expofed, but built almoft entirdy 
of wood ; which, on account of the abundance of 
that material, even in thefe days of architedural 
improvement, is almoft univerfally the cafe in the 
ihountainous parts of Switzerland. Upon their 
arrival before the town, the confederates finding 
that the burghers were taking meafures to defend 
themfelves, threatened to fet fire to the fuburbs, 
unlefe the gates were immediately opened, and ac- 
tually began to land a large quantity of combuf- 
tible matter, which they had brought with them 
for that purpofe. This was a fpecies of warfare 
for which the citizens were by no means prepar- 
ed, and againft which all their efforts would have 
proved inefFeftual. * They in confequence came to 
a parley, without further delay, and were allowed 
to capitulate upon honorable terms* The prin* 

cipal 
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cipal articles were, that they ihould henceforth 
renounce their allegiance to the houfe of Auflxia^ 
acknowledge themfelves iubjed to the cantons of 
Zuric, Uri, Schwettz, and Claris, and receive a 
garrifon (^ their troops in token of fufamiffion* 

It would be a wade of time, circumftantially to 
enumerate all the enterpriases of this defcription^ 
in which the confederates were fucceffively eiijr 
gaged ; and which ufually terminated in the cap^ 
ture of fome infulated fortrefs, or in the defeat of 
a detached party. Events of a fimilar nature af- 
fwd but little intereft at this diftance of time. 

Hitherto we have had reafon, upon all occa* 
fions, to foeak of the moderation and humanity 
of the confederates in terms of merited a^^laufe. 
The talk of the hiftorian would be irkfome in- 
deed, were it not relieved at intervals by afts, of 
clemency. Too often it is. his lot to paint the 
vices and follies of his fellow-creatures ! For fel- 
lies and vices, alas ! compofe the far greater part 
of that afflifting fcene in which it is our deftiny to 
move. It is not in the poliflied court, in the bufy 
city, or among the fpeculating fons of commerce, 
that we muft took for tliat innocent fimplicity, * 
which forms the moft beautiful feature in the 
motley charafter of man. Prosperity is the 

BANE OF VIRTUE. This is indeed a melancholy 

■i '^ ■■■> ■■ ■'■■^» - 
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and humiliating truth. But we muft either fhut our 
eyes againft the light of conviction, or niuft con* 
fcfs it to be eftabliflied by the evidence of fafts 
and experience. Even in the hiftory of Switzer- 
land, a country fegregated, by the partiality of na*- 
ture, from the corruption of poliflied manners, 
we may already difcover ftrong and evident fymp- 
toms of this degradation of moralcharadter. Nor 
is it without ineffable concern that we behold a 
people, who have repeated, and refiftlefs claims to 
our admiration, hurried away by the current of 
fprtune ; and after the conqueft of Ariftaw, a 
ftrong place upon the Reufs, in all the wantonnefs 
of cruelty hurling the dx^fencelefs garrifon from the 
walls. ; An aftionlike this might be expected from 
the fayage ferocity of a Ruffian ; but it is a ftain 
we could wifh to efface from the annals* of liberty^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

JVe/en/urprized — BattJe of Nafels^^Sie^e of Rappen-^ 
fwyl — Truce with Aujiria^^eneral View of the 
Confederacy. 

A, D. 1387. 

THE rapid progrefs, which the confederates 
were daily making, had fpread'fo general 
an alarm, that the Auftrian party was eafily prje- 
vailed upon, by the mediation of the imperial 
cities, to agree to a truce, during the whole of 
the enfuing year. But in this agitated ftate of 
the paffions, it was far eafier to regulate the con- 
ditions of an armiftice, than to enfure the obferv- 
ance of them. And indeed fuch was the want qjF 
N fidelity in the performance of their engagements 
pn the part of the nobles, that this treaty is ftig- 
matize d, by the S^i fs hiftorians, with the ap pella* 
tioii of Xhcfaithlefs truce. Y 

From the conduct of the Auftrians it was ma-- 
nifeft, that, in confcnting tp a fufpenfion of arms, 
they had no, other view, but to throw their ad- 

J) 
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verfaries off their guard, and to gain a tefnporary 
refpite from the calamities of war, that th^y 
might prepare (or the recommencement of it with 
icnoyated vigor. 

All the efforts of the Glarners to reconcile the 
inhabitants of Wefen t?o the new form of govern^ 
tnen^, which had been ellabliihed fince their fcpa-. 
ration from the houfe of Auftria, had proved in- 
cffedual. On the contrary, they preferred the 
rigorous fyftem which was adopted by the def-^ 
cendants of Rodolphus, to the mild and equitable 
jurifdi^on of their new mstfters. Yet ftrange as. 
this conduft may appear upon a curfory yievir, it 
is eafily eis^tdained upon principles the moft analo- 
gous to the nature of man. A fpirit of animofity 
fe always obferved to pr^ail with grcateft vio- 
lence between thofe who are the neareft neigh- 
bors, and who confequently have the greatdt in- ' 
tereft in living upon terms of amity with each 
ether. Nor is any fuperiority acknowledged with 
fuch reluftance, as that of perfons, whom from 
their fituation in life we have been tempted to 
confidcr as our equals. Far be it from us to un- 
' dertake to juftify fuch conduft upon principles of - 
reafon J for that is a teft, which the actions of men 
will rarely bear. Wifdom and virtue are uncom- 
mon q ualities, and but feldom. met with in any ' 
eminent degree j while afts of imprudence and 

- .^ * incon- 



inconfifiettqr fiU every page of hifiory^ and ihr^ 
us hourly in the face» in our habitual intercourCb 
I with the world* 

Confeious that Uttle coui4 be expefted firom 
open refinance, the Auftrian faction, which com- 
prehended the majority of the inhabitants <^ We- 
fen, had rccourfe to treachery, that conftant re- 
fource of timid and contrai^ed nainds. Having 
entered into a fecret corrijfpondence with the go- 
vernor of Windeck, and other adherents of the 
houfe of Auftria, they profeffedthemfelves ready 
to undertake any enterprize, however defperatc^ 
for the re-eftablilhment of their former govern- 
ment, provided they were allured of the protec- 
tion and countenance of the duke. The anfwer, 
they received, was fuch as might be expefted, and 
preparations were accordingly made by both par- 
ties to feize upon the town. 

The Glarners, though apprized of what was iit 
agitation, beheld the armament, which was col* 
lefting upon their frontier, with indiflPerence ; not 
in the leaft fufpefting, that they were themfelvcs 
the objects againft whom it was deftined. fi^Iean* 
while the diiaffefted party continued indefatigable 
in their exertions. Auftrian foldiers were intro- 
duced into the town under various difguifes, and 
concealed in places the moft remote from fufpicion. 

The 
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The vigilance of the magiftrates was, howevef , at 
liength roufed. From the ccfntinual movement they 
obferved, as well as from an air of myftery which 
prevailed among a certain defcription of people^ 
whofe diflatisfadion with the new order of things 
was notorious, they Were Idd to fUfpeft that fome- 
thing was in agitation ; and felt that more than 
common precautions were requifite. Upon this, 
Conrad of An, a diftinguilhed citizen of Uri, who 
at that time commanded the garrifon, applied for 
^ reinforcement ; while by the prudence of his 
cDnduft, and the popularity of his manners, he 
endeavored to confirm the citizens in their alle- 
giance. The Glarners, though by no means fatis- 
fied that his apprehenfions had any foundation in 
truth, were neverthelefs prevailed upon, by reite-> 
rated applications, to fend a detachment of fifty 
nien. Upon the arrival of this little force^ Con- 
rad, now thinking himfelf fecure againft a fur- 
prize, called together the inhabitants, and ac- 
quainted them, that he had received certain intel- 
ligence that the Auftrian forces were afiembling' 
in the neighborhood ; nor could he any longer 
doubt that their intentions were hoftile. That in 
confequence of this information he had deemed it 
prudent to augment the guard at every gate; and 
concluded by recommending to them, not only to 
he watchful over their own behavipr, but to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to fly to the defence of 

their 
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their walls, upon the flighteft alarm ; adding, that 
for his own part, he entertained no apprehenfions 
whatever, as a large body of the confederates w^rc 
upon the point of marching to his aid. 

This communication produced very diflferent 
eiFeds upon the minds of the auditors. The com- 
mon people, who were ignorant of thie confpiracy, 
were terrified at the near profpecl of danger; and 
what •is not uncommon in fuch fituations, very 
probably added to the general confufion, by th« 
means they employed to prevent it. The male- 
contents, on the contrary, were delighted with 
the confidence of the commander, and flattered 
themfelves that they Ihould experience little dif- 
ficulty in circumventing a man, who appeared 
lulled in that dangerous fecurity, which is fo 
frequently the prelude and caufe of ruin. They 
felt too, that if the expected reinforcement was 
delayed by any accident, the important blow 
would be ftruck before it came. 

In this lituation things remained till the twenty- 
third of Fe'bruary ; the night appointed for the 
attack. And fo well had the confpirators con- 
certed meafures, that parties came pouring in 
from Tockenburg, Rapperfwyl, Sargans, Kyburg, 
and the Gafter, which when affembled before the 
walls amounted to fix thouiand men, without any 

^unuJual 
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unufual alarm being fpread* When the lign^ 
was given, the fetttinels were furprized at theitf 
pofts, the gates opened^ the bridges lowered. No 
iboner were the troops admitted, than they pro- 
ceeded, in fmall bodies to the houfes of the prin* 
cipal mz^giftrates of the oppofite fafldon j feveral 
of whom, together with Conrad of Au, they 
butchered in their fleep. Others faved themfelves 
from the fword of affaffination, by efeaping pre- 
cipitately over the walls, and traverfing the lake 
in fuch veffek as fortune offered to their diftrefi. 
Upon their arrival on the oppoifite Chore, they met 
a detachment of their countrymen who were 
marcliing to the defence of Wefen. ' Findings 
however, that their further progrefs could be at- 
tended with no pofEble advantage, ifince they were 
far too weak to attempt the recovery of the town, 
they retired to their own frontier j where being 
ftrongly entrenched, they confined themfelves to 
defenfive operations, watching the motions of the 
enemy with attention,and refolved to difpute every 
inch of ground, fliould they attempt to force a 
paffage into the vale of Claris. 

' An aft of fuch unjuftifiable treachery Could not 
-fail to occafion univerfal confternation ; and as 
ufual in moments of public calamity, the appre-» 
henfion of ideal evils far exceeded thofe which 
were real. Meffengers were dilpatched, without 

delay. 
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delay, to the different cantons, imploring imme. 
diate afliftance. In confequence of wliich, rein- 
forcements were fent from Zuric and the foreft 
cantons. But as thefe troops, when united, were 
neither fufficiently numerous to allow of offenfive 
meafures, nor even to afford any real grounds of 
fecurity, in cafe of a vigorous attack, the moft rea- 
fonable counfel, which prudence could fuggeft, was 
an application to the enemy for peace. 

This advice, though diftated by a fpirit of mo- 
deration and prudence, and imperioufly enforced 
by the preffing fituation of affairs, wa? embraced 
with reluctance. Deputies were, however, fent 
to the counts of Thorberg and Werdenberg, and 
the other leaders of the Auftrian army, with pro* 
pofals for a treaty. But they were received with 
difdain, and difmiffed with conditions fo degrad- 
ing, that defpair alone could have accepted them^ 
For fuch is the ambition and foUy of man, that he 
is frequently induced to throw away the moft £1- 
vorable combination of circumftances, merely be- 
caufe his innate pride will confider the forbearance 
of an enemy, in no other light than as an avowal 
ofweaknefs; or judging, perhaps, from the ob- 
JHnacy of his own character, he perfiiades himfelf 
that no motive could induce his adverfary to give 
up the conteft, except his inability to continue it; 

Vol. IT. I Nothing 
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Nothing fhort of abfolute and unconditional 
fubmiffion would fatisfy the foe. " Let the Glar-* 
" ners renounce their alliance with the confede- 
" rates. I^t them acknowledge themfelves to be 
" the vaflkls of Auilria, arid in token of their fub- 
^^ miffion lay afl their charters at the feet of their 
" lawful fovereign. Let them pay the arrears of 
" taxes which are due, and indemnify the allies 
" for the expences of the war* Let them refign 
*' themfelves with becoming humility, to what- 
" ever punifliment we may inflict upon them, as 
" the due chaftifcment of rebellion, and give hof- 
*' tages for their future allegiance, and we will in 
" mercy confejit to fpare their lives/*- Such wai^ 
the reply of the haughty Werdenberg to the mef- 
fengers of peace. 

No fooner were thefe exorbitant demands made 
public, than indignation fucceeded to terror. No 
fymptoms of defpondency were any longer vifible. 
They had tafted the charms of freedom ; they had 
broken the chains of fervitude, and w^ere prepared 
to die, rather than bend their necks with volun- 
tary bafenefs to the ignominious yoke. Stiil^ how- 
ever, before they ventured upon the unequal coft- 
teft, they publifhed a manifefto, by the advice of 
their allies, declaring their readinefa. to admit all 
the claims of the abbefs of Seckingen, according 
to the full extent of feudal clependancy. Nor did 
♦ ^ they 
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they refufe to the duke of Auftria, any legal rights, 
to which he could pretend, in quality of advocate 
t)f that convent. But with refpeft to their union 
with the Helvetic confederacy, that^ they added^ 
was indiffoluble, and could never terminate except 
with their lives. 

This refolutioii, however juft and honorable it 
'may Teem, was interpreted by their enemies in a 
very different fehfe. For to men who had been 
taught to believe, that ^n the duties of a fubject, 
there can be no mediuni between paflive obe- 
dience and open rebellion, the language of reafon 
could not but found ofFenfively. All further com- 
munication ceafed. The deftruclion of the rebel^ 
was anticipated as inevitable ;• and over the ruins 
of Claris, and the mangled carcafes of it's fadious 
citizens, the partifans of ariflocracy flattered them- 
felves fhortly to open a paflage into the foreft 
cantons. * ^ 

There was a plan which, had it been adopted 
by the allies, might have led to the expeiSed fuc- 
cefs. But inflead of haraffing the Glafners by 
continual fkirmifhes, which mufl in a fhort timfe 
have exhaufted all their little refourccs, every 
thing was once more fet upon a fingle caft. The 
fame fpirit of impatience induced them alfo to 
alTemble thear forces at Wefen, in a feafon of the 

I 2 year. 
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year, when moft of the paffes, through which they 
could penetrate into the enemy^s country, were 
cl6fed by fhow, and confequently when every cir* 
cumftance combined to favor a defenfive war# 

With refpeft to the ftr^ngth of the Auftrian 
army, we as ufual meet with very different ftatc- 
ments ; but the mofl probable accounts make it 
amount to upwards of eight thoufand men.. The 
principal leaders were John count of Werdenbcrgy 
the counts of Toggenburg and Thierftein. v Peter 
of Thorberg and John of Bonjftetten conduced a 
felect troop, from Thurgau and Argau. Hans de 
-Klingenberg commanded the men of ShaflFhaufen, 
while tiie Auftrian banner teas comanitted to the 
cai-e of Ulric of Sari. 

In a council of war it was determined that Wer- 
denberg, with fifteen hundred of his own vafTalis^ 
fliould penetrate into the vale of Claris, by the 
way of Sargans, and fall upon the enemy in the 
rear ; while the main body fhould march direftly 
to Nsefds, where the republicans. were entrenched, 
and force their lines^ 

As the Swifs had no fortified towns to which 
they could retreat, it was their cuftom, upon the 
approach of an enemy, to march to the frontier, 
and there feleft '^a pofition the mofl favorable ta 

that 



HELVETIC RE!?UBLICS. 1 1 ^ 

that fyftem of warfare, which their peculiar fitua* 
tion required. The narrow vale of Nadfcls was 
in every refpeft calculated for defenfive opera^ 
tipns* It was at once difficult of acceis, and eafily 
guarded by an inferior force. Some entrench* 
ments were in confequence thrown up, betwcca 
the foot of the mountain and the river Linth^ 
which Would have been impregnable, had the 
fbrce of the republicans been fufficient to Une 
them properly ; but as yet it coniifted ©f Httte 
jmore than two hundred men* 

On the evening of the eighth of April, ^dii» 
Budi, who commanded this handful of men^ rc*^ 
ceived certain advice that the following morn^ 
irig was fixed upon for the attack* He imme-* 
^tely diipatched saeffengers throughout the cajpi* 
ton, exhorting the wo^iea and children to retire 
to the mountains, with th^k cattle and m<^ va- 
hiable efFedts, as to a place of fecurity in cafe of 
extremities. Other meflfejagers were likewife fgnt 
into the foreft cantons, imploring the affiftance erf 
fijch troopsL as coukl be colfcaed upoa the ipur of 
the moment. The s^iptication was attended Mrith 
fuceels, and during the whole night the gaUwt 
youth came pc«iring in, fo that at the da^l^n pf 
day. Bull's Itt^tde army was augmented to thre; 
}mndi:ed and £fty combatants, 

I 3 About 
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About fun-rife, the Auftriahs advanced with 
their ufual impetuofity, and their ufual indif- 
cr£tion, Bucl, who had information that his 
friends were marching from every quarter to his 
relief, thought it advifeable to retreat, that he 
might allow them time to arrive. With this view 
he abandoned his lines, and fell back to an advan- 
tageous poll under mount Ruti, which entirely 
covered his flank. 'He there order^^ the banner 
tobeerefted, asafignal to his gallant country- 
men, who were coming in every nioment. No 
fooner were the Auftrians matters of the entrench- 
ments, than they appear- to have cbnftdered their 
vidory as compleat. Every precaution was now; 
difregarded as ufelefs, while feparating into fmall 
bands, they gave themfelves up to plunder, inftead 
of purfuing the foe. Every moment was of im^ 
portahce to the teptiblicans, as their army was 
^px4^£y gaining frelh ftrength^ 






• In all the celebrated combats, which took place 
during the -courfe of the /Helvetic wars, the con- 
duft of the Auftrians is equally repugnant to the 
diftates of common prudence, or the rules of art ; 
but in none more fo, than iii the proceedings of 
this fatal day. After havings allowed the enemy 
fiill time to collecjb their fcattered troops round the' 
ftandard of liberty, they were at once awakened 
from their delufion* Inftead of a broken and diC- 

L heartened 
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kearleneA force, they, to their great. furprize, be-, 
hjeld the hoftile' ranks moi^e full and confident 
tfian jeyer. In'hafte they recalled thieir ftraggling 
p'iifties, with.a determination to renew the attack. 
But: even then, the difpofition theytnade was 
equally un&ilful. With their chivalry in front, 
they now marched againft a compa^bcorps of in** 
fantry, polled on ah eminence, which was difficult 
Norf ajccefe. Eleven times did this unweildy body 
retum- to thc^ charge : eleven times wer€ they 
driven back with incredible lofs. In a wprd^ the 
event of -this battle was fimilar to that of Mor-. 
garten, and in great meafure decided by finoiilar: 
means. VoUeysxif fiones coDlinued to pour down: 
from the impending cliffs, till after a conteft of five 
Tiaurs, the afirightcd'Courfers could ho longer be 
brought back to the charge, but ruflied in confu-r 
fion upon the broken infantry. The Swifs;, whofe; 
n^iinbers had been augmentiag during the whole, 
of this bloody fight, by the arrivaLof firefli troops, 
no fobneir obfeiJved-the diforder of the enemy, 
th^ti they prefifedupontiwm'widi redoubled furfi.* 
At this a?iticai jundure,La imzQ, \K>dty 6f;Schweit^. 
zfers appi^ir^d' upon the xa^aeent heights^; Then 
Auftrianiiiwho were ahready exhaufted by the fa-- 
tigues of the day, and who beheld with aftoniflii^: 
ment theij^ enemies arife more nurmerous and'^ ter- 
rible from every attack, were, itruck with, difv 
inay at the fight of a frelh army, which threat- 

I 4 ^ ened 



aJ^Hi^te;Jipi^ ^fery-:pii^i!pfejof yejigiou^^dutj^ 
tr^T fiOX ^vitho^t; 'their; cffft^ rii\ a poKtical^ ppimryOf 
yfe^j^it . Theyi beep .idiye , 9,;fpirit' odfjeftii;4f^t;ioH' fa? 
Jiettar ti^^^a-ftll' thae perfqnal 4eqoraj:\(?Rg^ %hich iii- 
nif^rte mpdej:!^ .itimesi^aii'e apprppriatje4jtftijh^iwtQ 
renter any effenjdal fcEvic;e;to thfeir <S>iintfyi^./Fl)ri 
iince tKe latter are not exdufively fet apart as the 
ftwir^eS ^tieritj,. but are- fometiinpsj':pW€h2^ed. 
T^pon lef$^ honorable terms,, ti\ey ' dg not always 
caavey to t^te.mind ifleast^of herqif|n,/ior<;9f(^pa-r 
trip tic ^eal. !^u t it; .was, jippffij^y,e: to ^^be j>refent 
tt any.cer^incsiy, tow^y^r |'ufi^.,^id:^rtlefsj;wiii^h 
w^ inftjytuted to*imi3P^(>jta|iz,e;thd Vdrortluefir of Hd- 
5?^i^, without imt)ibing /anjf tiding of that^geneT 
rous^dor^j which whilom animatgdtHeir^magna- 
©imous bpfoms^ The tear of delight apd extacyr 
woT^ld fp^k^fi in the' eye of youth,. as'he .c^ntem-? 
^t^dth^.jOyOi^jSrfcep^j-arnd looking round with 
tendern^s qn, thioij? wJ^omjOaitjur^ or. loye h^dien-i 
dpred. to his. Ji^JtrJj^rJie, would. fity to himfeif with 
co-nfciQps, digiiijtyjj ftftd exulting paddCj " I too 
*^.hay6 a lifter, za^miikTfcfkto proted ! I tQo.haVe 
^f-j^p ^r:t^ ' tO'dtfend;thQm !/*: L i .j . /: . : . . .^ . •. 
ioc^•^ ':> ib::; -'".u' cLV ';..{ v ,.fio:'''«' ^i-c'i 
Convinced that their briUJaaj$, ,f ortflne wp^id 
operate more powerfully in drawing reinforce- 
ments to the ftandkrd oFlibcrffi than'any motives 

...J- Z- :l ' - of 
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of compaffion, however forcibly tucft^^rincipJes 

may be fuppofed to act jipon' minds untainted: 

by the calculating fyft^nl of modern politics; the. 

darners determined to .take advantage of the? 

alarm their viclory h?|d dccafioned, and.tp irifliiS;' 

a fignal vengeance tipon the inhabitants.of We6?i*> 

as a pumflimeht duip • to .their tr^acberjY \Widi, 

this intent they -marched dife^y.thi.lh^*. buft 

found the town defertfed ; for: the Auftckri^-jwho? 

had retreated there as the neareft place of/efuge^ 

were little difpofed t6 ren^w itg^UitiesiKitli »: 

enemy, whofe prbwefs they regardjed, and wUIr 

fome diegreedf reafon, as mofc;ithao humaji^: nOis 

did they confider themfeJl^es-iiS fafety, while witfejai. 

reach of the Helvetic halberds. No ih^^nprr^oa 

did the .burghers fee tbemfelves.thworueHy.5rf>IM4^ 

, doned to their hopelefs fate, than- they picke^.i^ 

in hafte their irioft valuable efFefts, Jfoo.toppy $il 

efcape with any thing from the chaftifcm^ijt theit 

perfidy haddeferved; fo that . upon. their atfrivgli 

the Glarners found nothing to, ; opfjofe r thcHi, 

-Giving way, therefore, to the impillfe/^of- f:efei|t:>' 

ment, they ranfacked the houfesj^t.j^ure; ^aaf(} 

having carried away every thin^.pf valtieiwhieh 

iad been left behind by the natives in thfe!cqnfu*r 

iion of a hafty flight, they fet fiy^.to the t^wji i^ 

different quarters, nor kftnt till if was rAducedjto 

Mean^ 
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• Meanwfiife tSie Zurickars, who, to the ntun- 
Ijer of fevcn hiindred, were aduafly on their 
marcLto the aid of Claris, no fooner kamt the 
defeat of the Anftrians, and the deftlruftion of 
Wefem, than they thought it ujineceffary to pro.- 
i^iiedv 'But'unwiUing that their preparations Ihould 
be thrown away, and confident df fuppart from. 
flieJcQiflfederate$, who w^re arming in every Quar- 
ter, they 4eteiinined'«lo profit by the occafion, and 
1^ .ftrike a decifive biofw^ The town of Rapper-* 
f!*yli ilftdeV eiincry drtumftance of fortune, was 
lAat grind ofcje«5fe cf jea^^ufy to which the attention 
^f fhefe wary i?epuWieans was invariably direded« 
Nw W2t€^4t peflible ftfr them to enjoy any real fci» 
l»?pity^ w&ite that important place continued In 
tbli<llaijilsxdf an inveterate foe.. But as the duke 
^J AuArfjt ij?as weE aware of the advantage which 
hi c^Uldriit'ttH times derive from the po&ffion of a 
fortrefs^ that opened him an eafy pafiage into the 
il^^rfJhteartbf the enemy's country, he had taken 
et^^ pc^lblepretautibn to put it in the beft ftate 
t3ff defence.' 'The fortifications had been coniider- 
feMy augmfei^ted, and were defended by a garrifon 
trffeven huftdred Italians, who were fent to Duke 
IjeopdM' before the battle of Sempach, by Vifconti 
^keictf Milan, wh(2& ^laughter he had married; 
Ith^is t(k> had beeiv lately reinforce^ by a large 
body of men, who had fled from Naefels, and 
thrown thenifelves into the town, with the count 
--^ of 



^f Thorl)crg at their head. However, tidttrfih- 
fianding the firetvgth of the enemy, the Zurick^s 
having received coniideralJe reinforcements firom 
their allies, and finding that the united force 
amounted to fix thoufiind men^ gaUantlj refolved 
to attempt it's redudion* 

For three weeks they laid before the town, tarn* 
ploying every engine, which the then imperfeft 
fdence of attack could furniih. But finding then^-^ 
felves repuUed in every quarter, and defpsuring of 
fucceeding' by regular advances, it was refohrcd, 
in a council of war, to riik a general a£&ult« Thot^ 
^>^S9 upon whom the chidf command had do- 
velvcd, being apprifed of their intention, advii^ 
the citizens to furrender. For recent experience 
had tau^t him to believe, that there wad no en^ 
terprife, however arduous, to which Hdvetic va- 
lor was unequaL But the cruel treatment they 
had experienced from Brun, was fliil frefli in thek 
tnemory. Nor was there any hardflup they were 
unwilling to encounter, rather than truft to the 
promifes of an en©my, whofe plighted faith had 
fc^n fo lately violated Without diftindion th^^e- 
fn^re of age or fex, they declared their rcfolutkm 
of defending themfelvcskto the laft extremity, and 
of periihing with arms in their hands* 

The 
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• .The confederates, who on their part were no 
Jefsbent on carrying their point, were indefati- 
guUe in tlieir preparations; and it was deter- 
jnined that the town fliould be attacked, at the 
feme time, both by land and water. Hiftory af- 
fords few examples of a feverer conflict. For nine 
hours did they return to the affault with unahat- 
ing fury. The refifiance they met with was 
equally heroic. Feeling that every thing, which 
-can intereft the heart of man, was now at ftake, 
and convinced that nothing could be expected 
from the demehcy of the foe, defpair gave energy 
-to tlie citizens. Men, women, children, whoever 
could hurl a ftone, or wield a fpear, now crouded 
to the ramparts, and courted danger. The fcal- 
ing ladders were fcarcely applied to the walls^ 
-when they were overturned. The boats no fooner 
-approached^ than they were funk* 

' Towards evening, however, the confederates re- 
tired to their camp, fatigued and haraffed with 
the labors of the day. Every hope of fuccefs was 
jaow annihilated. Their braveft troops had either 
fallen in the combat, or were difabled by their 
wounds from keeping the field. To continue any 
longer l>efore the town was expofing them to.un- 
neccflary danger. Nothing was left but to raife 
the fiege.^ and difgraceful as fuch a meafure mufl 

appeaer 



appear to a people unaccuftomed to a repulfe, tliey 
fet fire to; their tents the following morning, and 
retired in hafte, leaving behind them the greater 
part of their nailitary engines. 

During the liege of Rapperfwyl, a body of men 
from the Gafter had made a predatory incnrfiod 
upon the territory of Claris, but they were imme- 
diately oppofed by a troop of peafants, who, not- 
withftanding the fuperiority of numbers, drove 
them back with the lofs of their banner, and of 
many men. 

Upon the expiration of the truce with Auftria, 
the Berners had once more taken the field. Re- 
inforced by a ftrong party from Soleure, they 
marched to Buren, one of the towns, which had 
been affigned to Coucy, in confideration of his 
mother's portion, but which was ftill occupied by 
an Auftrian garrifon. Being fuffered to approach 
too near the walls, they found means to throw 
fome combuftible materials into the town, which 
inftantly communicated to the houfes, the greater 
part of which were built of wood. Alarmed at 
the rapid .progrefs of the flames, the inhabitants 
made little refiftance, while tlie Berners, taking 
advantage of the general confufion, entered by 
ftbrm, and put the greater part of them to the 
fword. Jllate with fuccefi, tbey fucoeffively dt* 

reded 
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tcBtcd t&eir vi<9x>rious arms ag^sA feveral otfccr 
towns J 'which were depencjant upofi the houfe of 
ikBfhria* Having burnt the fuburbs of Airali, they 
proceeded to Nidau ; a place which was in the 
*l&me predicament with Buren, and though ceded 
to Coucy", by the kte treaty, was ftill garrifoned 
by a mercenary band in the pjijr of Auftril; But 
the fiiiances of this imbitious family were then in 
fo low a ftate, that remittances weSre fcarcdy ever 
made to the commanders, who wete confequeiitly . 
reduced to the painful neceffity of fuffering their 
troops to live at free quarters, upon the wretched 
inhabitants, for whofe prote<3tion they were often- 
fiHy fent. 

. John of Roffey, the governor of Nidau, was 
precifely in this fituation* Poffeffing little more 
than a nominal authority over men, who were 
rendered defperatc by diftrefs,. he had connived at 
every cxcds in which licentioufnefs could indulge, 
tod allowed his foldiers to lay the adjacent country 
imder contributions, with a degree of rapacity 
which rendered the unfortunate natives anxious 
lor any change. Not daring to truft to the fide- 
deiity of a people to whom he had given foch juft 
caufe of offence, Roffey fet fire to the town, upon 
the approach of the republican army, and retired 
into the caille, which,, from it*s fituation, in the 
midfi: of a noorafs,' feemed capable of a vigorous 

refiftance* 
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rcfiftance. But nothing could retard the ardor^of 
the gallant Berners. In Ipite of every difficulty 
they demanded ii^ftantly to be led to the aflault, 
and fo great was their eagernefs to advance, that 
a boat, laden with thirty m6n, was funk, by the 
intemperate zeal of the foldiers. But the natural 
ftrength of the fortrefs baffled all their eflForts. 
Yet fuch were the inftances of intrepidity by which 
they were diftinguiflied in this unfuccefsful at- 
tempt, that the garrifon, confcious of their own 
inability to refift another attack, immediately 
offered to capitulate. The propofal was readily 
accepted by the enemy, who had fuflfered confider- 
ably, and an agreement took place, that hoftilities 
Ihould ceafe, upon condition that the caftle wa^ to 
furrender at the expiration of fix weeks, provided 
it was not relieved within that fpace. At the ap- 
pointed time, it was accordingly given up, when 
many prifoners of diftinftion, among others the 
bilhop of Lifbon, and prior of Alcacova, who had 
been feized and plundered by the" licentious fol- 
diery, were fet at liberty. The conduft of the 
vidors towards thefe unfortunate perfons, was 
generous in the extreme. The bifliop and his 
friend had been captured in their way frotp Por- 
tugal to Rome, and ftript of all their effe<Sb. Their 
loffes were now made good by the liberality of 
their deliverers, fo that in a fliort time they found 
themfelves in a fituation to continue their jour- 
VoL. II. K . ney. 
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ne)s with a retinue fuitable to the dignity of their 
ftation. They, on their pan, behaved in a man- 
ner no lefs nobk. For on their return to Portu- 
gal, they hpt cmly repaid their benefadors with 
j^unftuality, but prefented them with a thoufand 
ducats towards the expences of the war* 

1389, It would be little more than a tedious 
repetition of former exploits, to defcribe the burn- 
ing the fuburbs of Mellingen, or the^baths of 
Baden, both fituated upon the banks of the Lim- 
mat. A fruitlefs attempt upon Zofingen— a more 
fuccefefiil one againft Untetfeen — ^the capture of 
Gauenftein, near (Xten — ^merit not a more mi- 
nute detail. From thence the viftorious repub- 
licans advanced with little oppofition to the very 
gates of Bruck ; while another party penetrated 
into the valley of Frick, plundered the country 
for feveral leagues, and returned home with an; 
abundant %oil. 

This continued fyftem ef warfare, though 
highly creditable to the mifitary charafter of the 
confederates, was not equally advantageous to 
their internal profpefts. It is true, they fre- 
quently enjoyed the fetisfaftion of purfaing the 
enemy to the very gates of their fortreffes, or of 
braving them within their walls. But while the 
hoftile provinces were laid waftc with fire and the 

fcrordji, 



HELVETIC REPUBLidSi 13! 

fwtord, their own fields remsdned uncultivated, 
their own manufafturies flood ftill. For a time, 
indeed, the pride of conqueft was alone fufficient 
to fupport the national fpirit, und6r every diffi- 
culty and diftrefs. But the "high price of provi- 
fions, the neceffary confequence of negleded labor, 
began at length to be ferioufly felt. An argu- 
ment, like this, was upon a level with the moft 
common underftanding. The people became cla- 
morous for peace, while the leading men, alarm- 
ed at the profpeft of an approaching dearth, be* 
gan ferioufly to refled upon the moft probabld 
means of attaining it. 

The Auftrian princes too, on their part, apa. 
peared for once to have been fincere in their de- 
fire of putting a ftop to the further efRifion o£ 
blood. The loffes fuftained at Sempach and Naefeb 
had deprived them of many of their moft expe^ 
rienced leaders. Several of the moft illuftrious fami- 
lies were becdme extinft, from their loffes in the 
field; Others had fubmitted to the imperious law of 
neceffity, ajnd preferved their ftates from impend** 
ing ruin, by uniting themfelves to the triumphant 
confederacy, in quality of co-burghers. The count 
of Toggenburg, one of the moft powerful adhe^ 
rents of the houfe of Auftria, had already madi 
his peacci The towns of Buren, Nidau, and Wd- 
fcn, were loft. Both Thurgau and Argau were 
/ K 2 open 
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open to an invafion. The treafury was exhaufted^ 
the people murmured, the troops were diftieart- 
ened. And as the princes themfelves were as yet 
too young to appear at the head of their armies, 
they were confequently uninfluenced by motives 
of perfonal vanity from defiring to continue the 
war* 

In this fituation, the count of Thierflein, abbot 
of Einfiedlen, in conjunftion with Conftance, 
Bale, and many other of the Suabian cities, offer- 
ed to mediate between the contending parties. 
The overture met with little oppofition, except 
from the republic of Berne, which was induced 
by private motives to diflent from the general 
wifli. Their refiftance, however, availed but little^ 
A truce was concluded, at Zuric, on the firft of 
April, for feven years, between the houfe of Aut 
tria and it's allies, on one part, and the Helvetic 
cantons, including Soleure, on the other. The 
terms of which were, that during the armiftice, 
the confederates fliould retain poffeflion of their 
late acquifitions, whether arifing from conqueft, 
or from voluntary fubmiffion, with the fingle 
exception of the town of Wefen. This too was 
to be given back, with the exprefs condition, 
that none of the inhabitants, who had been con- 
cerned in the confpiracy againft the Swifs, fliould 
be allowed to fettle there, under any pretence 

whatever* 



whatever. The fovereignty of the lake of Sem- 
f^h' was ceded to Lucerne, VHth the right of no- 
minating a water-baiHff. Freedom of commerce 
wias reft^red, and all obnoxious ipipofitions taken 
off. The Swifs, in return for fo many advan- 
tageous conceffions, covenanted not to admit into 
their alliance any fubjetfts of the houfe of Auftria, 
except fuch as were a^ually Jituated within the boun-^ 
dary of their territory. Finally, it was decided, that 
in G^ any frefli catife of coitiplairit fheuld arife, 
umpires Ihould be chofen by the plaintiff from 
, imong the adverfe party, to whofe deliberation 
thfe mat4lcr fliould be referred, and by whofe award 
it Ihould be finally determined. This treaty was 
origioally confined to the term of feveii years, but 
was^ prolonged, in' 1394, to twenty niofi^, and in 
141 2 ftill further for fifty. :-^ 

^us ended the memorable conteft between 
the houfe of Auftria and the Helvetic ftates, after 
having continued during the greater part of a cen- 
tury. Hoftilities, indeed, were renewed in the 
fequel, but the fituatiott of the belligerent powers 
was no longer the fame. Hitherto the Swifs had 
been confidered as rebels, who were waging war 
againft their lawful fovereign. But fuccefs, which 
in truth is the only juft criteripn of fuch claims, 
had now given ftability to their independance, and 
ranked them among the free ftates of Europe, So 

K 3 that 
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ihsit at the reGomm^i|i^ment of the war-, weihaJS 
fee tlxem in a fituatip^ tq aft offenfiyely, till by de-» 
gfees they become mstftei:^ of the greater pf^rt of 
the hereditary ppile01on& of the houfeof.M^i^ 

burg, on the fquthern bank pf the Rhijie, ' 

I \ . 

The confederates had now attained the gs^ncj 
objeft for which they fought, viz. a fqrmal acn 
knowledgment of theii* independanpe from th^ 
houie of Auftria, To them it w^s an in^pOrtant 
moment* Their freedom was now eftabliihed; 
i^n a folid baiis. Their valiant champions h^ 
not bled in vain. Befides, by the late ^cqwfitio©^, 
the'territories of the different members were \initedi 
in a more compaft body, fo thjit their refpe<9ive 
forces might in future affemble with greater faci? 
Jity, might aft with greater effed. 

But as the advantages, which had accrued to 
the different members from the eventful iffue of 
the war, were in many refpefts local, it may not 
be unacceptable to our reader to caft a hafty glance 
ypon each individual canton in it*s infulated ftate- 

The fituation of Zuric, though apparently bril- 
liant, was by no me^ns free from alarm. If we 
vie^ only the bright fide of the piAure, we are 
ftruck with the ftability of her internal govern- 
ment^ ,we behold a flovrilhing aad e:^te&five comr 

merce. 
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inerce,afid re^d the confirmation of her inde^ 
pendance as the jnre&ge of future profperity^ and 
more comprehenfive happinefs. But upcm mu 
ttute examination, wc fliall difcover, that thiefc 
envied bleffings hung but on a precariotis tenure* 
Hemmed in on every fi4e by the Auftriai^ towns 
of Baden, Kyburg, Winterthur, Rcgenfturg-, and 
Rapperfwyl, it was impoflible for hoftilities to be 
renewed, without expofing her trade to very fe* 
rious loffes. Hence, from mbtives of inttxeft, the 
imty ones deferring confidence in the tranfadions 
.of nation's, the views of Zuric were always of a 
more pacific na^ture than thofe of the other can- 
tons. It was evidently :upon this principle, that 
four years after the fignature of tht fi*uen years 
tmce^ the fenate was induced, by the. influence 
&i th^ burgpm^fter Schon, to enter into a fccret 
negodation with the Auftrian princes, under pre- 
tence indeed of explaining, in a more fatisfaftor^r 
manner^ fome ambiguous articles of the former 
Jtreaty, but in fad to unite their interefis, iathc 
dofeft manner, with thofe of their natural foe. 
Nothing could be more hoftile to the general good 
i^f the confederacy, than the whole tenor of this 
afliafiice, by which it was ftipulated, that at the 
jea^kration of the feven years truce ^ the Zurickers 
&ould npt co-operate with the other cantons, itt 

* In 1393. 
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cafe a rupture fliould take place between thein and 
the houfe of Auftria, refpeAing their newly-ac- 
quired territory. But oh tht contrary Jhould unite 
with the latter. The duration of this extraordinary 
alliance was limited to twenty years ; during which 
period, they were mutually bound to affift each 
other with the loyalty of men, whofe efforts are 
direfted to the a:ttainment of one common objeft. 

, The whole of this infamous tranfaction had been 
carried on, and concluded, without the participa- 
tion of the great council, under the immediate di- 
reftion of the burgomafter. Some, indeed, of the 
rnoft wealthy merchants had been admitted to a 
participation of his fecret counf^ls ; but they were 
tnen in w^hofe mercenary minds a fpirit of calcu- 
lation had already annihilated all thofe finer feel- 
ings, which are the fburce of heroic deeds. Ih 
fpitCj however, of all their precautions, the fecret 
* vas foon divulged ; and being kttown, occafioned 
a general alarm. Every member of the confede- 
racy was fenfible of the injury, and confulted to- 
gether upon the proper meafures to counterad 
fo dangerous a plot. A deputation was accord- 
ingly fent to Zuric, to complain, in the bittereft 
^ terms, of this breach of public faith, and to de- 
mand an immediate inveltigation of the whole 
tranfaftion. 

The 
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The people; a* whore judgmient tlie^*1ove of 
gain was not as yet grown paramount to every 
other confiderati6tij were no fooner made ac- 
quainted with the treacherous conduft of their 
burgomafter, than they were irritated to the ex- 
treme, and expreffe4 their indignation by thc'ifioft 
unequivocal marks of difpleafure. With l^d ancf 
repeated clamors they called for vengeance upouf 
Schon, whom they accufed-of having fold the hs^ 
nor and interefts of his country for Auftrian gdbd, 
and infifted that an inquiry fliould be immediately 
iriftituted by the great counciL In vain did the 
burgomafter attempt to juftifjr his conduft, and 
to fcreen himfelf behind the prerogatives of office. 
The couiicU affembled, and d^mand^d to 'fifce the 
iiiftf urhent; But bein^ informed that it- was fen^ 
to ^hd duke for his ratificitibn, they refolded una- 
nimoufiyj thM it would be proper to wait' fijiP it's 
return, previdus to any decifive'ftep being takferi. 

A few days only elapfed, bef<irie the ^ex^elfesd 
meffenger appeared, when the' ad wasv fUbttHtted 
to difcuffion. Little deliberation was requifite to 
prove the illegality of the meafufe. So that a re- 
folution was immediately paffed, declaring th6 
whole negociation to be mill and void, on ac- 
count of it's having been conduced in a manner 
contrary to the eftabliihed principles of the con- 
ftitutioii. The affembly then proceeded to banifli 

Schon^ 



Sohoa, and feyenteen fenators^ for haying ufurped 
2M1 authority, which was unfeHdipned by law, 
and ordftined, that hcB^eforth no burgomafter 
fhould continue in office for more than one year# 

This was indeed but a temporary rem^dy^ 
Every motive of policy concurred in recopimend- 
ing fome more decifive ftep, as a .fi:|tuYe fecurUy 
againft^ the intriguing ambition of the houfc of 
Auftria. Senfible of their real danger, the cpn^ 
federated cantons, therefore, with the intervene 
tion of Sdeure, framed a decree^ whichi '^^ i*'? pb-r 
jeft yi2& chiefly of a military tendency's iand had 
arifcp^out of the confequences of a war^ w^Q^ 
W^ ^nwrtsilized by the vidory pf Sesfipafh^ wot 
^i^ngoifhed by the appellation o£|the Decree t>F 
Sbmpach. Like the fundamental bond of. union ^ 
it's ppei^tipn was general, ajjd cxtenjded.equaUy 
tp eve^ .member of the confederacy.-^But in 
order to avoid the imputation of repetition, we 
iji^r^pntent ourfelves with laying it before the 
F«ia^j5.in the atfffraft only. 

After recommending internal peace, and th« 
fnoft exact fidelity in the obfervance of all political 
engagements, and promifing protection and fecur 
rity to perfons of every defcription, who flnnild 
henceforth fetde in the Helvetic territory, it pro^ 
ceeds to thpfe regulations which more particu^ 

larly 
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Uriy regard the operations of war. By the partial 
pens of national enthufiafm, this celebrated ordi-* 
i^ance ha^ been frequently represented as a perfed 
code of military tadtics, Thefe eulo^uins top 
have been repeated by foreign writers, who feeni 
in general to have given implicit credit to the affeT'* 
tion. But upon an attentive perufiJ, we can dif- 
cpver nothing beyond what the dictates of expe- 
rience and obfervation would naturally fuggeft to 
Qflinds npt totally callous to the feelings of hu^ 

m^ty, 

. The recent ftrugg^e with the houfe of Ai#rla 
Had afforded fuch evident proofs of the ill effe^ 
arifing from a fpirit of plunder, that ccHumon 
prudence enforced the neceffity pf reprefling it 
i0 l^ture by every poiSble reftri^i^ii. A reye- 
r-^iaJee-for pl^es of religious workup, as well ^S 
gentienefs towards thofe, whofe age pr fex intitle 
tliem to r^ipe<5t, are duties indifpenlable to all cjyi- 
1|^^ nations, and teud in fome degree to mitigate 
thpfe manifold calamities, which are infeparable 
frpm a ftate of warfere, even when condufted 
upon principles the leaft ferocious. Union againft 
the common enemy is next inculcated in the mpft 
energetic terms. When fummoned to the ftandard 
of the confederacy, their troops are to advance in 
^ condenfed phalanx. No foldier is to quit his 

ranks 
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ranks under any- pretence whatever : even when' 
diiabled from aftual fervice, by the wounds^ he' 
may have received, he is comnranded to^ i*emam^ 
firm at his poft. From the nature of the arms made^ 
ufe of by the Swifs, ftrength of body was by far 
more effential in t;he day of battle, than any of 
thofe fcientific evolutions, which have fince been 
deaiicd fo effential to fervice. Thus, in the- me- 
morable fights of Morgarteh, Laupen, Sempacb, 
ziid Nacfels, we find the Auftrian cavalry, trained 
as they were in the fchool of difcipline, and {killed^ 
in all the arts of military parade, unable to with- 
ftand the furious attack of the Helvetic halberds* 
Long before the promulgation of the Decree of 
Sempachy the plain underftandingS ^f thefe unlet-* 
tered warriors had' fuggefted the plan of defence 
beft fuited to their fi^tuatiop. To advance-lh a 
fblid body, and t^ rally round their r6fpeftivc* 
banners, was the only fcience with which they, 
werd Acquainted. ISbuirage fupplied t^e place of 
experience ; till their early triumphs taught them 
all the advantages which arofe from a Ikilful choice 
of ground, and prqived, that in the hour of com- 
bat, there is no fyftem fo conducive to fuccefs, as 
confidence in their own fuperior prowefs. And 
we are now approaching a period when we fhall 
have a further opportunity of elucidating this im- 
portant fad in a dftill more ftriking in^ner, 

It 
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It was not till fome time after the copimcpce- 
tnent of hoftUities, that the republic of Berne took 
an aftive part in the cpnteft. Yet the advantages 
flie derived from the war, were far greater than 
thofe obtained by any other member of the confe- 
deracy. For this, indeed, the Berners were in 
great meafure indebted to their pofition. Remote 
from the theatre of war, they were not only lefs 
expofed to aggreffion, but enjoyed the faireft op- 
portunity, that ambition could afpire to, of falling 
upon, the Friburghers, who were cut off from all 
communication with the reft of the Auftrian ftates. 
Moft of the, nobles, whofe territories lay contigu- 
ous to the repubhc, had either been fubdued by 
her victorious arms, or had been induced, from 
motives of prudence, to attach their fortunes to 
thofe of fo powerful a neighbor. The houfes of 
Arberg and Nidau, were extinft ; and the moft 
valuable part of their rich inheritance had fallen 
under the dominion of Berne. The count of Ky- 
burg, reduced to the laft extremity, had faved 
himfelf from inevitable deftrudtion, by the ceffion 
of Thun and BurgdRrJ[. Men of illuftrious names, 
and untarniflied reputation, were placed at the 
head of the commonwealth ; who by the powerful 
leffons of example, inf^ufted their fellow^citizens, 
that the moft facred of all duties was a zealous at- 
tachment to their country. ' , , 
! . ^ But 
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But as an uninterrupted courfe of pro^rity is 
fraught with dangers fcarce lefs to be dreaded^ 
thjin thofe which are produced by a contrary tide 
of fortune, fuccefs had eventually conducted thefe 
enterprifing republicans to embrace a field of ac- 
tion too vaft for their limited refources. Thus by 
loading the people with unavoidable burdens, the 
government had impaired that implicit confidence 
to which the wifdom of it's meafures would, in 
other refpefts, have intitled it ; and which is (6 
cffential to the well-being of a ftate. The people 
too, elated by recent triumphs, and the confcious 
pride of innate worth, began to queftion the pre- 
rogatives of birth, and ta think that the eminent 
fervices, which they had rendered to their coun- 
try, gave them a juft claim to fome Ihare in the 
adminiftration of affairs. From trivial beginnings, 
as is ufually the cafe, this fpirit of difa&ftion was 
gradually diffufed over a wider furfece ; till the 
violence of party fecmed ferioufly to threaten the 
ariftocracy with no trifling diminution of power j 
and the ftate with thofe calamities which are the 
fetal confequenccs of civil broils. So early as the* 
year 1348, feveral members of the council were 
accufed of malverfation, and condemned to ba- 
nifliment ; in which number the avoyer Buben- 
berg was included. But having found an oppor- 
tunity of making an advantageous bargain for the 
republic, in the purchafe of fome lands, the people 

were 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 1 43 

werefo pleafed with the tranfaddon^, that they 
affembled, in a tumultuous manner, before the 
fenate-houfe, and infilled upon his recall. 

Thefe unfortunate jealoufies, when once they 
had taken root, were not eafily eradicated. Dur- 
ing the aftive labours of a campaign they were, 
indeed, diverted into a different channel, and ex- 
cited a fpirit of emulation, which was attended 
with the moft beneficial confequences. But no 
fooner did the fears of an invafion fubfide, than 
they burft forth with increafing violence. The 
growing debt afforded a never-failing fource for 
popular complaint. Alarmed at the approaching 
ftorm, the wealthy citizens, who had hitherta 
been forward in fupplying the exigencies of the 
ftate, began now to confider the fecurity as doubt- 
ful, and to employ their capital in other ipecula- 
tions. Some too demanded payment in a peremp- 
tory tone : fo that the magiftrates were reduced 
to the ruinous expedient of borrowing "money 
from foreigners at an exorbitant intereft, by way 
of quieting the fears and murmurs, of their fellow- 
citizensi 

In 1^84, a propofal was made, in a general af- 
fdnHy of the people, to infl:itute an inquiry re- 
fpecting the adminiflxation of the finances, and to 
punifli thofe who were found guilty of peculation. 

The 
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The npbility, too weak to refift the current^ 
. thought it prudent to temporize. By -a partial 
acquiefcence with the demands which were made^ 
and a furrender of fome of their moft obnoxious 
privileges, they produx:ed a temporary calm, and 
pej-fuaded the people that they were now in a fair 
way of obtaining the ultimate objed for which 
they were contending. But no fooner was the 
vigilance of the popular party lulled j than moft 
of the grants were revoked, and every thing re- 
cftabliflied upon it's ancient footing, with the 
exception of a flight reform, which had been fuf- 
fered to take place in the election of the magif- 
trates. Th,us a fort of compromife was effeftedj^ 
as if by mutual confent. The patricians, feeling 
that no efforts of theirs could be eflentially ufeful 
to their country, without the concurrence of their 
fellow-citizens, did every thing to regain their 
confidence ; while the latter tacitly acknowledged 
how much they were indebted to the zeal and 
talents of the ariftocracy, without which even the 
freedom of complaint would have been loft. 

From this happy period all former animofities 
were buried in oblivion, while every order of 
fociety vied with each other in a noble ftruggle 
for the public good. And fuch was the prudence 
of the leading men, that they took advantage of 
this favorable turn, to carry a decree, by which 
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it was enaded that every individual ftiould contti* 
bute a fortieth pai^t of his property,- towards the 
liquidation of the national debt: 

The renewal of hdftilitles with 4ufl:ria gave an- 
other diredlion to the views of the ambitious: 
That fpirit of enterprize, which during the inac-^ 
tiVity of peace, had been formidable to the inter* . 
nal tranquillity of the ftate, now became prb-^ 
duftive of the moft effential advantages to the 
community. The arms of the tepublic were al^ 
moft every where triumphant ; arid the vale of 
Siben, the town of Unterfeen, with the lordfliips 
b£ Nidau and Bureh^ Were fucceffively added t6 
her territory. 

But in the midft of this brilliant fof tune, the 
face of affairs wa^ fudderily changed. Ori the 
fourteenth of May, 1404, a fire bf 6k* outj which 
in a few hours confutned the greater part of the 
city* 80 rapid was the progrefs of the flames, that 
more than one hundred ^erfons fell viftims *to 
their fury ; while the Ibfs of property was im- 
inenfe. The furvivors, deftitute of every means 
of fvlbfiftaricei wandered, in a ftate of hopelefs il>i- • 
fery, amid the fmokihg ruins, feeking out the 
body of fame friend or relation, with whofe def- 
tiny they were imacquainted. But charity was 
alive to their diftreffes. From evfery quarter their 
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aHics^ahd dependants came haftening to their re-' 
lief., Whatever humanity could procure, or pity 
adminifter, was fupplied with noble generofity. 
Food, raiment, money, were daily brought, and 
accompanied with thofe fweet effufions of benevo- 
lence, which would have given value to a lefs im- 
portant prefent. With fortitude the unhappy fuf- 
ferers began now to contemplate their lofe, with 
activity they fet about to repair it. The city was 
rebuilt upon a more extenfive and magnificent 
plan, and rofe from it's ruins more convenient 
and fplendid than ever» 

Scarce fifty years were elapfed fince Lucerne had 
firft broken the Auftrian yoke. Yet fuch was the 
benign influence of a popular government, that 
flie had already attained a degree of profperity, 
which, in the days of her fervitude would have 
been deemed chimerical. By the luccefsful iffue 
cf the late war her territory had been confiderably 
enlarged, and Rottenburg, Entlibuch, Meyenberg^ 
the vale of Ebikon, and Sempach, were now fub- 
je<9: to the jurifdiclion of Lucerne. 

Neither Uri, Schweitz, or Unterwalden, feera 
ever to have aimed at territorial aggrandifement. 
Satisfied with the additional fecurity, which they 
derived from the repeated humiliation of their 
hereditary fpe, thefe happy and contented people 
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kfpired to no greater glory, than to affift in the 
propagation o^ liberty, wherever man had the 
courage to affert his rights. 

To Zug and Claris the refult of the war had 
been highly fortunate* From the very beginning 
bf it, they had fliaken oflF every veftige of depend- 
iance upon the convent of Seckingen ; and had 
ieftablifhed a council, confifting of fifteen mem- 
bers, whofe decifions in all cafes, both civil and 
triminal^ were without appeal. This important 
thange proved a weighty, and almoft unfurmount- 
able obftade, in the way of peace ^ during the ne- 
gociatioh which took place upon the lofs of Wefen. 
But by the vidory of Nacfels every difficulty waa 
removed ; and the abbefs induced to liften to an 
equitable propofal for the furrender of all her 
feudal prerogatives. 

The reft of tlie Helvetic people were divided in 
their political opinions, and adhered to either 
party, as inclination or intereft directed ; though it 
was evident, to the moft trivial obferver, that the 
confederacy Were daily gaining ground. Hitherto 
both Friburg and Shauflfhaufen had been at the de- 
votion of Auftria, but the moment was approach- 
ing when they were to awaken from their delu- 
fion, and to burft thofe difgracefid fetters which 
t)erverted reafon had hitherto been proud to wear. 

L 2 Bale 
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Bale aiid St. Gitll, oil the contrary, had omitted 
no opportunity of manifefting their attachnnent to 
the raufe of liberty. Taking advantage of the ne- 
iceffitous ftate of the houfe of Auftria, and of the 
prodigality of their bilhop, the former purchafed 
indemnities and privileges which were little fliort 
of perfcft emancipation, and which contributed, 
in a fliort time,- to^ raife that opulent city to the 
highdft pitch of profperity. The latter too were 
tipon the point of diftinguifliing themfelves by the 
energy of their conduft, and of fliaking oflF the 
flothful dominion of the church. 

But none were fo intimately conne6i:ed with the 
Helvetic confederacy as the people of Soleure. 
After taking an aftive part in the war, they ne- 
gociated with the houfe of Auftria upon an inde- 
pendant footing,^ and ihared in all the honorable 
diftinftions of a free ftate. Indeed, if we examine 
every circumftance of their fituation, and confider 
the line of conduft which they jpurfued, we are at 
a lofs to difcover the reafons^ which could induce 
them to prefer their prefent equivocal exiftence to 
an integral union with the Helvetic bond. In« 
creafe of power was, however, an objeft to which 
their views were prudently direfted ; and an op- 
portunity offering, they purchafed the lordfliip of 
Palm, from the Auftrian princes. This caftle had 
formerly belonged to one of the. barons, who were 

engaged 
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engaged in the affidfination of Albert, and had 
been confifcated by the bloody tribunal. Axir^SiO 
quifition of far greater confequence was alfo made 
in the caftle of Falkenftein, which commanded one 
of the moft important pa0es of the Jifra, 

fl 
A confiderable time has elapfed fince we have 

had occafion to mention the houfe of Savoy^ But 
this negled is highly creditable to their adminiftra- 
tion. For while violence aiui pride were dircft- 
ing the councils of the other European potentates, 
thefe prudent princes continued true to their ori- 
ginal plan, and perfevered in that temperate cau- 
tion, which has, at all times, formed ihe charac- 
teriftic feature of their government, The appa- 
rent danger of the Helvetic cantons, when at- 
tacked by the formidable power of Auftria, threw 
a temptation in the way of ambition, which' if re-r 
quired no moderate fliare of felf-denial tQ refift. 
But they wifely preferred the rare honqr qf l)eing 
faithful to their engagements, to the acqyifitiqn of 
a province obtained through breach of faith, and 
pilfered from the neceffities of a plundered ally, 
On the contrary, they beheld the growing ftrength 
of Berne, without betraying any fymptoms of that 
little jealoufy, which is fo common in the tranf. 
aftions of contiguovjs ftates j while the Bernersi, 
on their part, were not ungatcful for th? fevor, 

L 3 but 
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but afliftcd in extending the jurifdiftion of Savoy 
over the romantic diffari^ls of the Valjais. 

Upon the death of the count of Granfon, who 
fell in a duel, his territory was feized by Ama- 
deus, duke of Savoy. It is true, we are now anti- 
cipating a few ypars; but it is for the fake of con- 
neding our fubjeft, as much as poffible, under ge- 
neral heads, which is not, at all times, an eafy talk, 
in the hiftory of a people fo little united as thofe 
of Switzerland. The circumftances attending the 
whole of this extraordinary event, are related by 
Miiller, at confiderable length, and as they ferve 
to illuftrate the manners of th^ age, we fliall give 
them with fome detail, 

The caftles of Granfon and Eftaviel, fituated on 
the oppofite fliores of the lake of Neuchatel, had 
been long the a^oodes of two ancient and iUuftri- 
ous families. Otho, lord of Granfon, had diftin- 
guiflied himfelf, in the wars of thofe times, by 
many a gallant feat. In the decline of life he bid 
adieu to the charms of glory> and retired to his 
hereditary eftate, refolying to pafs the remainder 
of his days in honorable repofe. Catharine of 
Belp, the wife of Gerard, count of Eftaviel, was a 
lady equally celebrated for her beauty andaccom- 
plifhments. Otho no fooner faw her, than he was 
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inflamed with the moft violent paifion; which 
partly by perfuafion, partly by ftratagem, he found 
means to gratify, This illicit commerce was not 
long concealed from the vigilant eye of a jealous 
hufband. But he diflembled his refentment, in* 
duced either by an unwillingnefs to publifli his 
owft diflionor, and to difgrace the n6ble houfe 
from which Catharine was defcended ; or froni a 
difinclination to part with ^ woman, whofe for- 
tune contributed fo eflentially to fupport the fpleiw 
dor in which he lived, But though apparently 
blind to her infidelity, he brooded over his wrongs 
in fecret ; and an opportunity fooii offering to 
gratify his revenge, he did not fail tQ take ad* 
vantage of it. 

Amadeus, count of Savoy, died fuddenly, in 
the thirty-firft year of his age, whfie he was hunt- 
ing. His death too was attended with circum- 
ftances, which in an age, when events of this, kind 
were feldom attiributed to natural caufes, gave rife 
to a fufpicion that he was poifoned. Amadeus, CQunt 
of Piedmont, being the perfon moft benefited by 
the occurrence, he was immediately fixed upon as 
the principal ; and Granfon being known to en-, 
joy a large jfhare in his confidence, he alfo was. 
felefted as the agent. By dark infinuations and 
diftant hints, Gerard did not fail to improve 
ypbn the popular tale, and to point ouX his enemy 
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as the perfon guilty. Otho, though confcious qf 
his own innocence, was endowed with too lively 
^ fenfe of honor, not to feel the injury he fuftained. 
With fecret pleafurc? he beheld an inquiry infti- 
4:uted by the king of France, the dyke of Bur- 
gundy, and other illuftriou3 kinfmen of the de- 
ceafed, and fliortly after enjoyed the fatisfaftion 
of being..declared innocent by their joint cpnfent. 
This by no means anfwered the private views of 
vhis opponent, who ftiU perfevered in the unfound- 
ed calumny; and no fooner had he fucceeded 
once more in awakening the public attention, thau 
he boldly flood forward as the accufer, oflFering to 
prove the truti of his aflertion in fingle combat. 
The high rank of the deceafed, united with th^ 
brilliant qualities of the accufed, excited a general 
intereft, and attra<3:ed croAvds of fpeftators to an 
affembly, called by Amadeus at Bourg, in Breffe. 
Gerard there renewed the charge, and thre\v 
down the gage of battle- No fooner had he 
jBnifhed, than Otho rofe indignantly from his 
feat, and having figned himfelf with the lign of 
the crofs, addrefled the affembly in the following 
words: 

* " In the name of th? Holy Trinity, of St. 
f^ Anne, and of her bleffed daughter, I do here 

* This fpeech is given as nearly in the -words of the old Ger- 
man, as the idiom of our language will allow. 

^t declare 
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?* dedare Gerard of Eftayid to be a liar. Thepe 
I' are ample grouixds, moft noble lords, upon 
*' which I might defer this combat, in which it 
f^ is my intention to prove his falfehood, viz. that 
^* we might have time to purify our fouls before 
." God— to examine our limbs, if they are found 
5' and healthfiil-r-and to prepare our horfes and 
^' our arms for the fight. Such delay, however, 
5' let him alone demand, who is either ignorant cf 
." the bitter feuds which arife from controyerfies 
" of this nature, or who values not the repofe of 
.*^ his country, and of his prince. For my own 
" part, I pray God, that no public evils may arife 
^* out of pur private differences ! But there livra 
" not the man, whom Qtho of Granfon fears. 
f* To-morrow — this very moment — ^moft valiant 
" knights, am I prepared to maintain my own in- 
" nocence, and to prove the falfehood of my an- 
" tagonift. But what dp I fay ? To fliew that 
" I am guiltlefs of the crime which is alledge4 
f' againft me, I need only refer you to the tefti- 
^' mony of the king of France, to that of the duke 
^' of Burgundy, and of many other princes of 
5' that illuftrious houfe, to which the deceafed be- 
*^ longed. After the moft minute inveftigation, 
f* they have pronounced me innocent. 

'^ This day have I reached my jlixtieth year. 
t* To you, who were the friends of my youth, 
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**^ and the companions of my arms—to you, who 
^* have feen me equally in courts, and in c^mps— - 
^ to you, I appeal. Say, know ye aught in the 
^ charafter of Otho of Granfon, unworthy of his 
** illuftrious name and honorable defcent ? Is there 
♦* an aftipn in his life, which can give color to 
•* fuch an ^ccufation ? Kinfmen, and fervants of 
^ the deceafed I To you, who were enriched by 
^ his favors, and honored with his confidence, to 
•* you I addrefs myfelf. Say, whence comes it, 
f^ if fuch a deed has been aftually perpetrated, 
i^ that Gerard of Eftayiel is the only perfon to re* 
f* vcnge your murdered fovereign ? !But.I am ac* 
« quainted with the caufe of his inveteracy. I 
^ am no ftranger to thofe, by whofe fecret infti-* 
^ gations he has been worked upon to accufe me* 
*^ Ungenerous cowards i When their caufe were 
*^ juft, why fear they tP defend it ? But they arc 
*^ acquainted with the inftrument whom they em- 
*^ ploy. They know his weak and fordid mind ; 
'*^ know him to be capable of undertaking the 
" moft atrocious actions for a vile and dirty bribe^ 
*' With blind fubmiffion he executes their com- 
*' mands— but he may find reafon to repent his; 
*.' bafenefs ! I can have none.^* 

Amadeus, having confulted hrs nobles, arofe. 
Profoundly inclining his body, in token of his re- 
fpect tow^ards hcavei;!, and having firft croffcd him* 
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felf, he thus addreffed the affembly. " In the 
^' name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
** Spirit, amen. Imploring God to favor the caufe 
** of juftice, we decree, that a fingle combat fliaD 
I* take place between the accufer and the accufed ! 
*' Let each fupport his rights, and heaven make 
** manifeft the truth !'* 

The feventh of Auguft was fixed upon for the 
day of trial. And Bourg, in Breffe, where Ama- 
deus and liis court were to be prefent, was the ap* 
pointed place. The allotted arms were a lance, 
two fwords, and a dagger. Thefe preliminary ar- 
rangements being fettled, each of them took the 
;accuftomed oath,and produced twenty-two knights 
as. fureties for his appearance. The day arrived. 
From Burgundy, Helvetia, and the northern parts 
of Italy, fpeftators flocked in crowds. The judges 
took their feats. Granfon appeared. He had been 
lately ill, and might have found a plaufible excufe 
for delaying the combat, on account of his prefent 
weaknefs. But he was impatient for the trial, and 
too brave to make ufe of a plea, which he confi- 
dered to be unworthy his forn\er reputation. The 
rivals entered the lifts. The fignal was given. 
They couched their lances. The Ihock was vio- 
lent, and Granfon fell. 

Immediately 
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Imrticdiatcly upon the death of their poffeffor, 
the lordfliip of Granfon, with the towns of Mon- 
tagny, Beltnont, and St. Croix, were feized by the 
count of Savoy, and united to his hereditary ftates 
without the fmalleft regard tq the collateral heira# 

Whoever was hoftile to the caufe of freedom, 
had an undifputed claim to the proteftion of Auf- 
tria. But fortunately for the happinefs gf man- 
Jdnd, the refources of that ambitious family proved 
inadequate to the magnitude of their defigns; 
even under the greateft of their monarchs. In 
their condud, too, with refpeft to Switzerland, 
their hereditary enmity to a republican form of go- 
vernment was ftill further embittered by the ever- 
galling ftings of difappointed pride. But as fuc- 
pefs is, in general, the beft teft of political attach- 
ments, every frefli humiliation was invariably at- 
tended with the infurreftion of a province, or the 
defalcation of an ally. The partifans of this po- 
|:ent family were daily falling off, as the monftrous 
fyftem of feudal tyranny was gradually on the de- 
cline. 

Liberty may be juftly ftiled the parent of im- 
provement. Thus, if w^e examine the internal 
police of Switzerland, we fliall difcover a notable 
progrefs during the fourteenth century. Thofe 
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feats of licentioufnefs and plunder, which, fecurc 
in the deftniftive privileges of feudal infubordina* 
tion, had formerly defied the controul of law, 
were now no longer to be feen. The avenging 
fpirit of juftice had effaced them from Helvetia. 
Private wars, too, were there at an end. The ba- 
rons, who were flill permitted to refide within 
the territory of the Helvetic confederacy, were 
obliged to content themfelves with a limited jurit 
diftion over their refpeftive fiefs. But fhould 
their turbulent ambition court a more confpicuous 
theatre, it was in foreign fervice they were con- 
ftrained to feek it. Prudence, however, had fug- 
gefled to numbers the policy of exchanging the 
rude and ferocious manners of a camp, for the 
more mild and focial habits of municipal life. 
Thus we find many men of diftinguilhed names, 
both leading the armies of Helvetia againfl the 
foes of freedom, or prefiding over her tribunals in 
times of peace ; and thinking it more honorable 
to fill the firfl departments in a fmall, but inde- 
pendant flate, than to languifh out their irkfome 
exiftence in the brilliant ferviiude of a court. 
Even John of Bonfletten, fo long diflinguifhed by 
his wlrm attachment to the^houfe of Auflria, and 
fo often placed at the head of her armies, at length 
grew weary of the ungracious tafk, and putting 
all^ his caftles under the proteftion of Zuric, re- 
^uefled to be admitted a co-burgher of that fiourifli- 
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ing commonwealth. Much about the fame timci 
the count of Thorberg, difgufied with the ill fuc- 
cefs of thofe plans in which a refUeis fpirit had 
continually hurried him, and ftruck with remorfe 
at the recdleftion of fome fcenes, in which the 
gratification of his ruling pafiion had engaged him^ 
took a hafly refdution of retiring from the world, 
and having converted his cafUe into a Carthuiian 
convent, placed it under the protecting arm <rf 
Berne. But an acquifition of ftill greater imports 
ance followed. Ego, and Bertold of Kyburg, the 
only furviving reprefentatives of the houfe of Za- 
ringen^ being received c6-burghers of Berne, trans- 
ferred to that republic the landgraviate of Bur* 
gundy, with all it's valuable dependancies, and 
prerogatives ; and retiring to their pofleilions in 
France, fought the proteftion of a government^ 
the principles of which were more analogous to' 
their owii. 

Few of thefe contracts were however made^^ 
without a ftipulation in favor of fome darling 
right, which feudal pride could not prevail upon 
itfelf to furrender, and to the prefervation of 
which, in confideration of other advantages, the 
republics were tempted to accede. Hence arofe 
that multiplicity of local immunities, and territo-^ 
rial cuftoms, which disfigured the chequered fyf- 
tem of Helvetic polity. Thefe, however, are evik 
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by no means peculiar to Switzerland, but are to 
be met with, in fome degree, in all countries where 
the feudal fyftem once prevailed. Great allow- 
ances muft certainly be made for the weaknefs 
and prejudices of iliankind in all ages of the 
world. Without a due attention to thefe^ no po- 
litical reform could be undertaken with the fmall- 
cft hope of fuccefs. We have only to regret, that 
in fome inftances, the timidity of leading men may 
have induced them to make facrifices to the con* 
traded views of the vulgar, which their own en- 
lightened minds muft have taught them to di£- 
avow. Hence the conftitutions of modern Eurcqfw 
remind us of a building, where the noble prc^or* 
tions of Palladian architefture fliould be disfigured 
by the injudicious prefervation of the pointed 
arch, and gothic column. Though beautiful in 
the detail, it would no longer prefent that unity 
of parts, which conftitutes perfection. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

War with Appenzeh 

FROM the diftrefles of the Auftrian govern- 
ment, and the reduced ftate of the nobles; 
the tranquillity of Swiczerland appeared to ht 
eftablifhed upon a more permanent footing, at the 
clofe of the fourteenth century, than it had yet 
been fince the days of Rodolphus. But at the 
commencement of the fifteenth, i conteft arofe 
between the abbot of St. Gall, and the people of 
Appenzd, in which moft of the adjadeht provinces 
were, in a fliort time, involved. 

We have already feen^ that from the earlieft pe- 
riod of it's foundation, the abbey of St. Gall had 
been defervedly raJi^iked among the mdft celebrated 
Hbminaries of the chriftiin world. From fihall be- 
ginnings, it's poffeffions had been gradually aug- 
mentedj by the prudence of it's adminiftrators,^ 
and the donations of the pious, till it's extended 
.territory gave fuch confequence to the abbot, that 
he had long£nce obtained a feat among the princes' 
of the empire* Such too was the power and re- 
putation 
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|)utation conferred by this high dignity, that upon 
every vacancy, the fucceffion became an object: 
of contention among the mofl powerful fami- 
lies in that part of Germany. Often too, as is 
natural in controyerfies of this nature, the fuc** 
cefsful competitor was more indebted to bodily 
ftrength, and perfonal courage, than to the em* 
bellifliments of literature, or the mild virtue* of 
chriftianity. Scenes like thefe were but little cal- 
culated to infpire refpeft, or to eftablifli authority. 
Thefe frequent periods of anarchy had afforded to 
a people, at all times jealous of their liberties, a 
fair opportunity of encroaching upon the prero- 
gatives of their prince ; who, when fully feated in 
the epifcopal chair, found it prudent to connive 
at the innovations, left, by too rigorous a re^ 
trofpecl, he might give umbrage to thofe, whofe 
allegiance was at beft precarious. 

Both the town of St. Gall, and the adjacent 
country of Appenzel, were fubjed to the jurifdic- 
tion of the abbot. The former, like many other 
of the German cities, owed it's profperity, in a 
great degree, to the neighboring monaftery. In 
procefs of time, however, it had been raifed to the 
dignity of an imperial city, and enriched, by fuc- 
ceeding emperors, with a variety of important pri- 
vileges, which conferred little lefs than incjepen- 
dance. 
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Thefe immunities, which were originally grant-^ 
ed at the abbot's requeft, and intended as a mark 
of refpeft towards him, while he confined himfelf 
to the duties of his office, were in the fequd mul- 
tiplied with a view of finding fuch employment at 
home for the turbulent ambition of thefe warlike 
prelates, that they might have little leifure for ex- 
traneous enterprifes. Thus had St. Gall fuccef- 
fively acquired the right of coining money— -of 
holding an annual fair^ — and of bearing it's appro- 
priate arms on an independant banner. To thefe 
was added an exemption from all foreign tribu- 
nals in civil proceffes— -from perfonal fervitude — 
from the jurifdidion of the imperial bailiff — ^and 
from all fifcal contributions, fo far as they regarded 
the empire. Finally too it obtained the invaluable 
right of being fubjeft only to it's municipal tribu- 
nal, whofe decifions, even in capital cafes, were 
final, and without appeal. Yet notwithftanding 
thefe repeated grants, the abbot ftill retained a 
confiderable degree of authority ; and what was 
natural enough in his fituation^ pretended to far 
more than he really pofTeffed. A connection, fo 
equivocal and fo undeterminate, could not fail to 
prove a conftant fource of difquietude and con- 
tention. The more the fubject was canvafTed, the 
further it was from being fettled. Both parties 
grew more extravagant in their demands, and to 
afccrtain the exact boundaries between preroga* 

tive 
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tive and privilege, required a degree of modera- 
tion, which neither of them was inclined to adopt. 
So that little was now wanting to kindle the la- 
tent (parks into an aftive flame. 

In purfuing the mountain path, from St. Gall 
to Thurgau, a fcene of uncommon beauty prefents 
itfelf to the view. Cluftering hills, luxuriant in 
verdure, and interfperfed with rich paftures, and 
commodious cottages, break into a thoufand land- 
fcapes, where romantic nature has been prodigal 
of all her charms. Behind thefe the Alpine fum- 
mits rife in majeftic grandeur, and elevate the 
mind to ideas of omnipotence, which the more 
regular features of our cultivated plains are inade- 
quate to infpirCi It is in a fpot like this, that 
Milton might have fung the power of the Al- 
mighty ; while the maifive fragments of fliattered 
rocks, whofe duration is co-eval with the world, lay 
round him in promifcuous ruin, and awakened in 
his enraptured genius thofe terrific images, which 
dignify the fall of the degraded angels. 

From the earlieft times, thefc haippy regions had 
been cultivated by a hardy and induftrious race of 
men. Liberty had given energy to their exer- 
tions^ and taught them to encounter difficulties, 
frorrl which, uijder a government where property 
was lefs fecure, the heart would flirink. Accofd- 

isia ing 
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ilig to the intricate principles of the feudal fyftem, 
the legal fovereignty of Appenzel was originally 
vefted in the kings of France, who were annually 
entitled to a moderate tribute. It was pretended, 
by the abbots of St. Gall, that this right had in 
part been transferred to them, at an early period 
of the French monarchy ; and though neither the 
exiftence of the grant, nor the exact time ctf it's 
being made, were ever properly afcertained, the 
claim had gained validity, and was no longer quef- 
tioned. Other rights had devolved to the em- 
pire, which was never backward in afferting them. 
Befides thefe, many of the neighboring barons 
were in pofleffion of various feudal prerogatives, 
which conftituted a heterogeneous forhi of polity, 
where, among a variety of competitors for power, 
little real authority exifted. 

Such was the fituation of Appenzel, when Cuno 
of Stauffen was placed at the head of the monat 
tery, in 1379. Being naturally of an ambitious 
temper, he foon formed the project of eftablifhing 
an abfolute jurifdiftion over the whole of that 
country, which, on account of it's unfettled ftate, 
appeared open to every claim. But for the ac- 
complifliment of his purpofe it was neceflary that 
he fliould get poffeflion of all the imperial preroga- 
tives, and with fuch addrefs did he conduft his 
plan, that they were in a fliort time made over to 

him 
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iun by mortgage. Every thing had now fucceed- 
€d to his wiflies, and had he perfevered in the 
feme prudent conduA which he had hitherto em- 
ployed, there is every reafon to believe that he 
would have gradually obtained the ultimate end 
of his purfuit. But fatisfied with the validity of 
his title, he neglefted the only fure foundation of 
power — the aiffections of his fubjecls. Befides, 
being a man of an auftere charafter, and of def- 
potic principles, he had laid down a theory of go- 
vernment very favorable to arbitrary fway ; and 
to this he adhered, with inflexible obftinacy, with- 
out making any allowance for the temper of the 
times, which was by no means congenial to his 
own. His agents, too, were either purpofely 
chofen from among men of fimilar difpofitions, 
or formed themfelves after his example. The 
bailiff of Schwendi not only laid an exorbitant 
duty upon butter, cheefe, and milk, but kept two 
large dogs, which were let loofe upon thofe who 
prefumed to murmur at fo great a hardfliip. 
The bailiff of Appenzel was guilty of ftill more 
violent oppreffions, and carried his avarice to fuch 
lengths, that under pretence of the non-payment 
of certain fees, he caufed the graves to be opened, 
that he might pillage the dead of their fepulchral 
drefs — the laft, dear gift of filial piety. At the 
fame time, his extortions were infupportable. 
Induftry itfelf had no plea for indulgence. Evei> 

M 3 the 
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the fcanty -faviog* of poveity becinse ^i^ Q^e^p of 
taxation. Complaints too were ufd^fs. ; foirCun©* 
delighted that the coffers of th^e abbey &auld fee 
repleniftied, was totally indifferent to the means 
by which the fupplies were r^ifed 

The peafants of Appenzel^ accufton[i^d to breathe 
the pure air of liberty upon the bkak fummits of 
their native mountains, inured to f;^tigue from 
toil and induftry, and habituated, by martial 
^rts, to the fliew and image of war, were blell 
with fpirits free and unconfined as the.atmofphere 
in which they dwelt. Among a people, prefcrved 
by nature from the contagio\;is leffons of polifixed 
life, the vices of refinement were unknown. Their 
virtues, too, were few. But they were the growth 
of nature, and not of that facjlitious quality which 
fafhion has created, and which are fcarcely dif- 
cernible from ^heir oppofite defects. Prompted 
by the innate emotions of the heart, they prac^ 
tifed charity, that pureft precept of chriftianity, 
without knowing it to.be a duty. Whoever was 
diftreffed had a refiftlefs claim to their affiftance, 
whoever ferved them to their gratitude. But 
though feelingly alive to every warmer fentiment, 
they had but little idea of thofe civil diftinclions 
which have decreed, that thoufands fliould fuffer 
fox the benefit of one. When addreffed in the 
perfuafiyc language of courtefy, they were mild 

and 
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and gentle as the tranquil ftre?im which murmured 
through their vale ; but at the appearance of in- 
juftice, they rofe incUgnant, like the mountain 
torrent, which foams and rsiges from its native 
Alps. 

1400. By a people, fuch as we have defcribed, 
it was not likely, that the fyftem, purfued by 
Cuno, fliould be long fubmitted to with patience. 
Secret meetings took place among thofe, whom 
ZJg6 and experience had rendered objects of gene- 
ral confidence- In thefe it was agreed to found 
the public opinion, and if their countrymen were 
prepared for the effort, the example of the foreft 
cantons afforded them a precedent. The invefli- 
gation anfwered their expeftations. Every foul 
was incenfed at the exactions of the bailiffs, w^ha 
were univerfiJly compared to Landenberg and 
Gefsler, and thought deferving the fame fate. 
Upon this the decifive ftep was immediately taken. 
The people armed. The flrong paffes were feizsed, 
and the tyrants driven away. Thefe afts of hof- 
tility were accompanied with a declaration, that 
it was their firm refolution to p>aintain themfelves 
in their independant flate, till they received ample 
fatisfaftion for the injuries they had fuftained, 

Cuno, though highly fenfible of the afliront 
which was offered to his authority, was by no 
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means in a fituation to compel obedience by force 
of arms. Long had the monaftery been a prey to 
thofe internal diffentions^ which are infeparable 
Trom all religious communities. Meanwhile do- 
mefiic economy had been neglefted ; while the 
profufion of the abbot, whofe expences were more 
frequently regulated by pride than prudence, aug- 
mented the general embarraffment. Defirous, 
therefore, of concealing, as far as poffible, the de- 
clining ftate of the order, Cuno had recourfe to 
negociation, that never^failing refource of artifice 
and diflionefty, At his interceffion, the Swabiaii 
league came forward with an offer to mediate, 
and propofed terms of accommodation. 

The Appenzellers affured them of their readi- 
nefs to treat on equitable terms ; but of their firm 
determination to refift opprefllon and injuftice. 
For their future fecurity, however, they requefted 
that the bailiffs fliould be chofen from a lift of 
their own people, which fhould be prefented to 
the abbot for his ekftion. No wifer condition 
could have been propofed. If complied with, it 
might have preferved inviolate the rights of the 
abbey, till that fatal period, wjben no rights were 
any longer facred. But the queftion was artfully 
referred for confideration to a diftant time, and 
the deluded people prevailed upon to lay down 
their arms, upon the vague affurance, that nothing 

lhoul4 
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(hould henceforth be attempted, which was con^ 
trary to their privileges. 

Whatever may have been the abbot's intentions^ 
his agents were little difpofed to obferve the pro^ 
mife ; but returned to their office with a decided 
refolution of making the rebellious peafants fmart 
for their difobedience. Perfonal refentment being 
thus added to the innate love of oppreffion, they no 
fooner refumed their funftions, than they 
1 40 1, feized upon the principal leaders of the po- 
pular faction, hoping by their imprifon- 
ment to intimidate the reft. Thus we find, that 
when Providence determines, in it's mercy, that a 
people fliall be free, it feems as if the goverhmcnt 
was driven on, by a refiftlefs impulfe, to adopt thofe 
very meafures, which are beft calculated to excite 
refiftance, and which can alone excufe it. 

So flagrant a breach of public faith excited a ge- 
neral ferment. Both St. Gall and the neighbor- 
ing towns were loud in their complaints, and 
judging from this treatment what they might 
themfelves expeft, fhould the abbot fucceed in 
crufhing the Appenzellers, they formed an alliance 
with them for their mutual fecurity. 

Expofed on every fide to accumulating dangers, 
Cuno had again recourfe,to palliatives ; flattering 

himfelf 
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himfetf that by jwtial cQn^feei\6o<is W might 
appeafe the tumult, and trufti^iig* to eh^^pc^ fo)r the 
event. But a^ he abfolutely refufed to liften to 
any complaints agaiBift his agents, the infurgents 
«fily penetrated his defigns, and dUcovering that 

his only object w^js to g^in time, they flew 
1402. once more to arms. A formsd deputation 

was immediately fent to the monaftery, 
requiring fatisfaftion, or announcing their yefolur 
hition to obtain it. Too proud to comply, too 
wqak to. refift, Cuno was alarmed at thi& toiie of 
firmnels^ and affembled the community, reprefent- 
ing to them, in lively colors, the peyiU to which 
they were expofed, and fuggefting, at the fiun€ 
time, the neceflity of abandoning their fpkipidid 
retreat vdithout further delay, and confiding in 
heaven for protection. The s^dvice was in(b^|tly 
adopted. The priory was deferted, and the church 
fliut. All religious ceremonies ceafed, all chari- 
table donations were fufpended. This hafty refo- 
lution, which, at firft fight, ftrikes us as the effed 
of deff^r, will upon reflexion appear to he the 
refult of found policy, and of a thorough know- 
ledge of the human heart. The minds of the 
people were not as yet prepared for fuch an event. 
In his quality of a temporal prince, they felt no 
reluctance in dppofing the violent proceedings of 
the abbot ; but in his fpiritual capacity, they ftill 
approached him with reverence and awe, and 

trembled 
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treml^ed T^t the baire i4ea of incurring the cexifure 
of the church ; and thus being deprived of thofe 
itnpoiing pageantries, which the pomp and often- 
tation of the catholic rites, when adminiftered by 
fo high a dignitary, have blended with reUgion 
to the delight and aftoniihment of vulgar minds. 

R^eated attempts were again made, by the ad- 
jacent cities^ particularly by thofe of the Swabian 
league, to eflfed a reconciliation ; and a propofal 
fuggefted, that the i abbot ihould be at perfect li<» 
herty to nominate h^s agents, provided they were 
natives of Appenzel. But that with refpeft to 
taxes, the deciiion of that quefliion Ihould be re- 
ferred to the imperial diet. Thcfe conditions 
would probably have been deemed fatisfadoiy, 
but the moft material point was ftill undecided, 
namely, the alliance with the town of St. Gall. 
And this was no eafy talk, as both parties afferted, 
that it was a right inherent in the condition of 
man to affociate for mutual defence ; while the 
abbot pretended, that fuch an aft was fubverfive 
of his authority, and contrary to their allegiance. 
After much deliberation, however, it was finally 
agreed to fubmit the queftion to John Stroylin, 
burgomafter of Ulm, who was a man of that fpe- 
dous charafter, which generally paffes for virtu- 
ous, and who knew the value of a fair reputation 
too well to part with it for a trifle. But the ma- 

giftjatc 
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giftrate had been previoufly gained, and gave the 
following decree : ** That both St. Gall and Ap- 
^' penzel fliould enjoy all their ancient privileges , 
** in the fulleft extent, but that the league between 
"them Ihould be diffolved, on account of it's 
" wanting that moft effenti^il requifite, the fanC'- 
" tion of the abbot.'* By this decifion, Cuno' 
gained every thing, for which he had been con- 
tending. For the St. Gallers, preferring intereft 
to honor, were tempted to facrifice a weak ally 
to the inconvenience they fufFered from the dc- 
ferted flate of the priory ; and the Appenzellers, 
when abandoned to themfelves, appeared no Ion* 
ger formidable. But minds like their's were fu- 
perior to the ftrokes of fortune, and rofe with 
the dangers which met them. During the fum- 
mer months, many of their young men had ferved 
under the banners of Claris, in an expedition 
againft Coire, to recover fome cattle, which had 
been carried off by force. During thi§ excurfion, 
they had witneffed all the comforts which the 
Schweitzers enjoyed under the benign influence 
of a free government* They returned enchanted 
with what they had feen, and eager to rifk their 
lives in fuch a caufe. Ideas of this nature were 
little calculated to promote a reconciliation. A 
meffenger arrived with the articles. The people 
were fummoned to hear them read. With mute 
attention they lillened to the decree, till they came 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. ,173 

to the claufe^ by which their union with St. Gail 
was annulled. They could bear no .more, but ex- 
claimed unanimoufly, with a general impulfe of 
indignation, " We are betrayed! We are betrayed! 
To arms! To arms! 

Deceived, and forfaken by thofe, in whom they 
had placed unbounded confidence, nothing now 
^ was left them but their courage. On this and 
Heaven they relied, determined either to obtain 
independance, or to perifli in the, attempt. This 
refolution was no fooner taken, than they dif- 
patched meffengers to the confederate cantons, 
imploring pity and afliftance. By five of the can- 
tons, who were unacquainted with their refources, 
and who faw no^ immediate advantage in the con- 
nection, they were received with cold negleft. 
Claris, indeed, left it's citizens at liberty to follow 
their own inclinations, and two hundred of them 
inftantly took up arms. But Schweitz alone — 
Schweitz, who if fhe had poffeffed the ability, 
would have imparted the bleilings of liberty to all 
mankind — efpoufed the caufe with ardor, and at 
the requeft of the Appenzellers, fent Werner Aii\- 
fel and Peter Lori, both perfons of difliinguiflied 
prudence, to direct their affairs, in the place of 
the bailiffs who had fled, 

The 
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1 403. The abbot, who now defpifed the «iemy 
in their infulated ftate, affumed a more haughty 
tone. But anxious, at the fame time, to preferve 
appearances, he deputed George of Ems, an of- 
ficer in his feryice, with frefli propofals ; accom- 
panied by an offer of general pardon, provided 
they returned immediately to their allegiance. 
The Appenzellers, having heard his meffage, re- 
plied with firmnefs, " That he was come too late j 
** for that wearied out with artifice and ill-treat- 
** ment, their deftiny was at length decided ; and 
*' that they now belonged to the Helvetic confe- 
** deracy.** " Your lord will reduce you to obe- 
" dience, and fpeedily too,'* cried Ems with a 
fcornful fmile. " We truft in God, and in our 
** fwords,*' rejoined the Appenzellers ; and the 
knight rode away. 

The decifion was now reduced to the chance of 
arms. The abbot prepared for the field, and was 
affifted by all the neighboring barons, who were 
eager to fend reinforcements for the chaftifement 
of rebellion. On the 15th of May the troops af- 
fembled under the walls of the abbey, to the num- 
ber of five thoufand. The fentinels beheld them 
from the heights, and gave the fignal for battle, 
which now refounded for the firft time amid 
the mountains of Appenzel. Having received 

the 
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the parting bleffing of their aged parents^ the 
youth, to a man, quitted their native villages, 
and flocked to the defence of their country. 
About two thoufand of them, under the cotn«- 
mand of Hartz, took poft, in an advantageous po^ 
fition, on the fummit of the Vogelinfee^ near the 
village of Speicher. From thence a road defcend&, 
through a hollow way, to the town of St. Gall, 
which lies at the foot of the mountain, upon the 
river Steinach. The defcent is no where rapid, 
but rough and rocky, and in many places over- 
fliaded with thick and tufted trees. 

While Cuno entertained the commanders with 
magnificence in the monaftery, provifions were 
diftributed to the troops,* who paffed the night in 
mirth and revelry. By the Appenzellers it was 
fpent in prayer, and in preparations for the en- 
ining day, which was to decide their deftiny for 
ever. At the dawn of morn, they ate their frugal 
meal, and having occupied the moft advantageous 
pdfts,' awaited the enemy's approach in awful ex* 
peftation. With palpitating hearts they beheld 
them marfhal their forces under the walls of St. 
Gall. The march commenced at fun-rife. In a 
regular column they afcended the hill, and gained 
the hollow way, unconfcious that a detachment of 
five -hundred men from Sdhweitz and Glaris, 
were concealed in the adjacent thickets. Unmot* 
i lefted. 
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lefted they were allowed to proceed* fiut no 
fooner had they pafied the defile^ than they were 
attacked in front by a body of Appenzellers, while 
the Schweitzers, rulhing from the woods, fell fti- 
rioufly upon their rear. Their fituation now be- 
came critical. They were affailed by the enemy 
on every fide, yet were prevented by the nature 
of the ground from forming any eftimate of their 
numbers, or knowing on which quarter to direft 
their efforts. Judging however from their fears, 
that the chief force of the infurgents had been af- 
fembled near the hollow way, they refplved to 
gain the heights, where the country opened, and 
afforded a more ample fpace for military evolu- 
tions. But fcarce had they had advanced a few 
fteps, when the main body of the Appenzellers 
appeared in fight. They were drawn up in dofe 
array, and had chofen their ground fo judicioufly, 
that their army feemed far more numerous than 
it really was. Their appearance too was military; 
their countenance undaunted ; their forms robuft 
and manly. 

The confederates now perceived the full extent 
of their danger. To retreat was difficult ; to ad- 
vance deftruftive. Nothing, therefore, was left 
them, but to attempt, by an apparent flight, to 
draw the enemy from the ftrong poft they occu- 
pied, and to lead them into the plain, where their 

own 
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own fuperiority of numbers might prove decifive. 
A retreat was accordingly founded. The foremoft 
ranks fell back. The Appenzellers purfued, making 
great havoc with their bows and halberds. Mean- 
while, the rear, miftaking the command, gave up 
all for loft, and flinging away their arms, ran with 
precipitation to the gates of St. Gall. The men 
of Schweitz and Claris, perceiving the confu- 
fion, loft no time in occupying the vacant ground, 
fo that the advanced body was completely cut 
off. 

. From this moment the co-..fternation became 
general. Nothing was thought of but fiightr, 
Some fought for fafety in the woods. Others, 
threw down their fwords, and begged for mercy. 
Few, if any, would have efcaped, had not huma- 
nity, and the rccoUeftion of fc)rmer friendfliip, 
pleaded ftrongly in their favor.* One inftance, 
among many, we feel ourfelves bound to record. 
Hartman Ringli^ being mortally wounded,.befought 
his adverfary, whofe uplifted arm was preparing 
to repeat the blow, to fpare his life. " I am al- 
" ready dying," faid the bleeding foldier, " but 

* Upwards of three hundred were {lain, and among them 
fcveral peribns of diftinftion. .The Appenzellcrs loll only- 
eight men. 
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*' have a wife and infant child at St. Gall, whom 1 
^ would fain embrace once more/' " Thou flialt 
^ embrace them/' replied the generous vidor — 
and railing him in his arms, he carried him to the 
gates of the town, from whence he difpatched a 
meffenger to his family, with the tidings of his 
diftrefs. His wife, informed of his fituation, haf- 
tened to his afliftance* His prayer was granted t 
he expired in her arms,. 

Elate with victory, the young men intreated 
their leaders to conduct them, without delay, to 
the attack of the town. But they prudently re- 
ftrained this intemperate ardor, fatlsfied with the 
conqueft of four banners, and eager to return to 
their wives and children, whom they could now 
embrace with the confidence of free men* But 
aware that the abbot would feize the firft oppor- 
tunity of renewing hoftilities, they loft nof a mo- 
ment in providing for their future. fecurity, by 
deftroying the calUes of Claux, Schwendi, Sco- 
nenbuhl, and Horifau, with many other feats o( 
feudal tyranny- They likewife made incurfions 
upon the lands belonging to tiie priory, plunder- 
ing and carrying off whatever they could meet 
with. Expeditions of this nature were attended 
with the double advantage of giving confidence 
to their own troops, and dilheartehing thofe of 

the 
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the enemy. For they well knew, that to infpire 
tcfpeft, was the only certain road to a fafe and 
honorable peace* 

14044 Meanwhile the town of St. Gall, whofe 
commerce had feverely fuffered from the inter- 
ruptions, which are infeparable from a ftate of 
warfare, grew urgent with the abbot to treat* 
But having founded the difpofition of Frederic, 
duke of Auftria, and finding that both he, and 
the barons of Thurgau, were inclined to fupport 
his caufe, he turned a deaf ear to their reprefenta*^ 
tions, fpoke contemptuoufly of the mountaineers, 
and magnified his own refources, in terms of the 
moft unbounded arrogance. Perceiving, there- 
fore, that nothing was to be obtained from the 
moderation of Cuno, they very wifely refolved to 
take care of their own concerns, and made a fepa« 
rate peace with Appenzel. This ad of prudence fo 
incenfed the abbot, that he again quitted the mo- 
naftery, and transferred all religious ceremonies 
to Wyl, where the fraternity poffeffed another 
fief. 

The AppenaeDcrs, on their part, were not in* 
a£tive. In order to fecure friends and adherents, 
they eftablifhed, wherever they came, that fyftem 
of independancc, which they themfelves prized 
beyond all earthly bldSngs. This ppUtic meafurc 
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produced the effeft which was forefeen* The cry 
of liberty refounded from every mouth. The flame 
fpread with the rapidity of the eledric fliock. All 
the peafants rofe in arms. But it is no lefs curi- 
ous, than melancholy, to remark the fignification, 
which, in all periods of hiftory, has been attached, 
by the lower clafles of mankind, to the idea of 
freedom \ with them it is fynonimous to licentiouf- 
nefs: they diftinguilh not between making the 
rich, poor ; and the poor, rich. To an ungovern- 
able mob the former is the work of a fingle hour; 
but the latter unfortunately exceeds the efforts of 
benevolence, and is contrary to the courfe of na- 
ture. 

Meanwhile, the abbot, whofe folieitations were 
ftrongly feconded by all the neighbouring barons, 
became every day more importunate with Fre- 
deric for afliftance. To give greater weight to 
their petitions, they reprefented Appenzel as a fe- 
cond Schweitz, but rendered more bold and for- 
midable, by the alarming precedent of fuccefsful 
rebellion, and led, by their haughty character, to 
aim at pre-eminence in guilt. That if they were 
fuffered to acquire ftrength, by the fupinenefs and 
negled of the houfe of Auftria, and to incorpo- 
porate with the Helvetic confederacy, no human 
force would be any longer able to oppofe their de- 
ftrudive progrefs,.but that the ruin of all feudal 
. , .. govern- 



HELVETIC RjfePUBLlCS. l8l 

governments muft fpeedUy enfue. However in-, 
different he might be to their intereft, Frederic 
was by no means infenfible to his own. From 
that moment he confidered inactivity to be dif- 
graceful, and publicly declared his intentions of 
chaftifing the rebels in perfon. 

1404. The Appenzellers no fooner heard of 
the preparations that were making, and which 
Cuno feized every opportunity to mention in the 
moft exaggerated terms, than they were ftruck 
with difmay at the intelligence. But as they were 
refolved to defend themfelves to the laft extre- 
mity, a general affembly was fummoned to deli- 
berate upon the propereft means of refiftance. 
The people met. Sufpence and agitation were 
vifible upon every brow. None dared advife, 
though every one was equally prepared to die in ' 

the caufe of freedom. 
# 

In this anxious moment of general alarm, Ru- 
dolph, count of Werdenberg, prefented himfelf 
before them. Jie was defcended from the ancient 
houfe of Montfort, which was now divided into 
three branches. Count Montfort of the red ban- 
ner, had fold his patrimonial eftates to the houfe 
of Auftria, and no longer took any part in the 
affairs of Switzerland; But Werdenberg, of the 

N 3 black 
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black banner, had formerly pofleffed extenlive 
fiefs, both in Swabia, in the Rheinthal, and in 
Rhaetia. Freudenberg was his refidence, the ruins 
of which are ftill vifible on a hill, near Ragaz. 
Few barons furpaffed him in wealth ; fewer in 
reputation ; none certainly in misfortune. For 
during a family conteft with his coufins of the 
white banner, Auftria, by artfully fupporting the 
weaker party, and thus keeping alive the feeds 
of diffention, found means to poffefs herfelf of 
the whole contefted property. John, the father 
of Rudolph, had borne ^arms in the Auftrian fer- 
vicc, and was entrufted with an important com- 
mand in the war againft Claris. After the fatal 
battle of Naefels, he would have gladly renounced 
his brilliant fituation, to have purchafed the friend- 
ihip and alliance of the viftors. But they, mit 
trufting his fincerity, rejected the offer. Nothing 
^ therefore was left him except to continue in his 
former fituation ; though in - order to fupport 
the fplendor, which his rank demanded, he was 
fubjecled to expcnces, which foon reduced him 
to the neceflity of mortgaging his lands and 
caftles, to that ungrateful power, in whofe fervice 
he had acquired poverty. At his death, he left 
four fons, to whom he had little to bequeath, ex- 
cept an illuftrious name and high principles of 
honor. 

Rudolph, 
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Rudolph, upon his entrance, was received with 
JUent furprize. At fuch a moment, the prefence 
of a noble appeared fufpicious. Obferving the 
ftrong marks of aftonilhment, which his arrival 
occafioned, he haftened to remove their, doubts. 
In a fhort, but animated fpeech, he expatiated 
upon various acts of cruelty and injuftice, which 
had been exercifed by the houfe of Auftria, and 
from which none had fufFered more feverely than 
his own family — and then continued in the fol- 
lowing words. " I know that it is the duke's in- 
*' tention to attack you with a formidable force ; 
*' therefore do I proffer you my fervices. The 
"juft and honeft are united by the bonds of 
*' amity, whatever may be their country, or their 
*' fituation in life. The oppreffed have one com- 
** mon caufe to defend : one common intereft 
*^ joins them. A Montfbrd offers you his arm. 
^' Be that! name my pledge ! for never did traitor 
" bear it. I afk nert for diflinclions : let me but 
" be as yourfelves, a ^free peafant of AppenzeL 
" Some military (kill — I boalt not of it — my pafl 
" experience gives me. That, and my fword, 
^* are all which the relentlefs hand of defpotifm ' 
^' has left me. But what I have is yours. To 
'^ live with you, and to die in the fame glorious 
*' flruggle, is all I afk.'' 

N4 ITie 
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The Appenzellers were no ftrangers to the 
high reputation which Rudolph enjoyed. They 
had often heard him praifed for military &ill, for 
, the integrity of his principles, and for a nice fenfe 
of houor. No fooner, therefore, had he finiflied 
his difcourfe, than a general burft of applaufe an- 
nounced their welcome. Having taken an oath 
of fidelity, and laid afide all the diftinftions of 
rank, he henceforth affumed the ruftic garb, and 
fimple habits of a fhepherd. From that day, he 
grew hourly in their efteem. The attachment 
was reciprocal. They loved him for the facrifices 
he had made : he admired them for the principles 
they profeffed. So that flhortly after, upon the 
renewal of the war, he was appointed to the chief 
command by unanimous confent. 

1405. Frederic, who notwithftanding his ap- 
parent indolence, was fecretly delighted with the' 
opportunity which now oflFefed, of taking the 
rich abbey of St. Gall under his immediate pro- 
teftion, began to affemble his forces early in the 
month of June. . Being immediately joined by 
Cuno, by the bilhop of Gonftance, and by moft 
of the nobles from Thurgau, he divided his army 
into two bodies. At the head of one, he prefented 
himfelf in perfon before the town of St, Gali, 
which had now declared for Appenzel, and was 

defended 
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defended by a garrifon of four hundred Appen- 
zellers. The other body was ordered to penetrate 
into Appenzel by the way of the Rheinthal, and " 
to attack the infurgents wherever they could be 
found. ^ Rudolph was aware of their intentions, 
and prepared tp oppofe them. With his littie 
force, he took poft upon the, Arlenberg, in a po- 
fition where he could, watch the motions of the 
enemy, and be at liberty to aft as . circumftances ' 
required. On the 17th of June, the Auftrlans 
advanced from Alftetten, with a view to force 
Werdenberg in his entrenchments. The morning 
was cloudy, and foon turned to rain. A detach- 
ment of two hundred archers were fent forward 
to fcour the country, and open a paffage through 
a narrow defile, by which it was neceffary to 
afcend the mountain. But finding . that the 
vanguard continued to proceed unmolefted, the : 
main body was put in motion. Without op- 
pofition they advanced, but not without diffi- 
culty ; for the rain had rendered the turf fo flip- 
per y, it was fcarcely poffible for them to keep 
their feet. Having fufFered them to approach the 
liimmit of the mountain, Rudolph perceived the: 
full advantacce of his fituation, and loft not a mo- 
ment to improve it. A body of four hundred 
men was inftantly ' detached to begin the fight. 
From the impending heights, they rolled down 
ponderous ftones, and vaft pieces of timber, uppn 

the 
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the foe, who on account of the circuitous nature 
of the road, were ftill below them. However, 
they perfevered in the attempt, though in fomc 
diforder, till they gained the fummit, where they 
beheld the main body of Appenzelkrs drawn up 
in clofe array. Rudolph now gave the fignal 
to engage. With fword in hand he rufhed upon 
the enemy, and wherever he prefented himfelf the 
ranks were broken. Every circumftance too con- 
tributed to favor his attack. The Auftrian bows 
were rendered ufelefs by the violence of the rain j* 
while the nature of the ground operated ftrongly 
to their prejudice. Yet in fpite of every diiad- 
vantage, they maintained the conteft with a de- 
gree of obftinacy, which did honor to their mili- 
tary character, and which might have rendered 
the event uncertain, when one of thofe extraordi- 
nary accidents, which are fo frequent in the chance 
of war, decided the combat in a moment. And 
this was no other than the fudden appearance of a 
numerous troop, habited in white, which was 
feen on the oppofite hill. The Auftrians, fup- 
pofing it to be a reinforcement from fome of the 
adjacent cantons, and fearful of being attacked in 

* Some authors attribute the fuccefs of the Appenzellers to 
a precaution employed by Werdeaberg of making his troops 
pull off their fhocs, before they engaged, which enabled 
them to keep their feet, notwithftanding the llippcrinefs of the 
foil, 

flank. 
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flank, fled with predpitadon. Rudolph to6k ad« 
vantage of their confternation, and prefled upon 
them with redoubled ardor. Infpircd by his ex- 
ample, his troops were more than men.* During 
'fix hours th6y drove the enemy before them, 
whom they followed to the very banks of the 
Rhine, giving quarter to nOne. At length, fatiat- 
ed with flaughter, they returned from the pur- 
iuit, and haftened with grateful hearts to acknow* 
ledge their obligation to the unknown troop, to 
whofe opportune arrival they were, in great mear 
fure, indebted for viftory. When to their utter 
aftonilhment they difcovered in the gallant ftran- 
gers their omoi wives and daughters j »who with a 
fpirit, which does honor to the fex, had thus ren- 
dered themfelves the aflbdates of their danger, 
and the partners of their gloiy. 

* Among a variety of inftances, which national gratitude 
has recorded, the following appears to merit the attention of 
pofterity. UIp Roiacb^ a brave mountaineer, being furrounded 
by twelve of the enemy, difdai«ed to furrender. Having placed 
his back againd a fhepherd*s hut, he for a long time main* 
tained the unequal contcft, defending himfelf with his halberd, 
till he laid five of them dead at his feet. Unable to force him 
from his pod, the Audrians had the bafenefsto fet fire to the 
hut. Here courage availed no longer. The ruftic hero fell ; 
but enjoyed in death the confolation, to which his magnani- 
mous foul afpired, of having never yielded to man. 

Duke 
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Duke Frederic no fooner learnt the/difaftrous 
fate of his army, than he raifed the fiege of St. 
Gall ; during which, he had already experienced 
fo gallant a refiftanqe, that he could entertain no 
reafonable hope of reducing it. Direfting his 
courfe towards Arbon, he was proceeding with 
little caution, when the garrifon of St. Gall, who, 
from their intimate knowledge of the mountains 
had been enabled to gain a march upon him, fell 
furioufly upon his rear. Frederic immediately 
collected his fcattered troops, marftialled them in 
order, and prefented battle. But his opponents 
were too prudent to rilk the advantage, which 
they had already obtained, and contente4 them- 
felves with haraffing the Auftrians during the reft 
of their march. 

Exafperated at thefe repeated mifcarriages, Fre- 
deric burnt for an opportunity of retrieving the 
tarniflied honor of his arms, and determined to 
make one effort more, ere he abandoned the en- 
terprife altogether. Inftead, therefore, of march* 
ing direftly to Infpruck, as was apparently his in- 
tention, both from the orders he had given, and 
the difpofitions he had made, he turned fuddenly 
to the right, and gained the Rheinthal, with an 
intention of afcending the Wolfsbalde, and fur- 
prifing the infurgents, before they could be pre- 
pared 
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pared to refift. The plan was excellent, and would 
have fucceeded, had not the duke indifcreetly Un- 
parted it to a young courtier, who enjoyed his 
private ear. The courtier had a miftrefs, who had 
an irrefiftible claim to his confidence ; and the 
miftrefs a more favored lover, from whom flie 
kept nothing concealed. Thus in a few hours the 
fecret fpread through the camp, and reaching the 
ears of an officer, who had a friend in the hoftile 
, army, he found an opportunity to warn him of 
the impending danger. The intelligence was ija- 
ftantly. communicated to Werdenberg, who with 
his ufual aftiyity took meafures to defeat the 
fcheme. Having placed a chofen troop in am- 
buflx, he fell fuddenly upon the enemy, while they 
were afcending the mountain, ^ in full confidence 
of fuccefs, and attacked them with fuch impetu- 
ofity, that they were unable to withftand the 
fliock. Rallying, however, notwithftahding the 
diladvantage of ground, they took poft near a 
church, where they defended themfelves with 
fuch obftinacy, that the Appenzellers fufFered fe- 
verely before they could diflodge them. But 
when they once gave way, the confufion was 
irretrievable ; fo that upwards of four hundred pe- 
riflied in the flight. Frederic, who had remained 
at the foot of the mountain, in proud expeftation 
of feeing the rebel chiefs brought iij fetters to his 
camp, no fooner beheld his troops come pouring 

down 



down in diforder, than he loft all rdiih for coh» 
tinuing the war^ Overwhekned with ihame and 
di&ppointment, he took a hafty leave of the ba^ 
irons of Thurgau, and having ifefigned the com-i' 
mand to the count of Toggenbourg, he haftened to 
tnfpruck, hoping there to drown the r^oUeftion 
of his difgraces, amid the pleafures and adulation 
of a court* 

Liberated from all immediate dahgers^ the Ap* 
peiizeUers and St. Gallers now concluded a leaguej 
both ofFenfive and defenfive, for nine years. But 
fuch was the reputation^ which the former had ac^ 
quired by their brilliant exploits^ that many of 
the adjacent towns, and neighborihg bii'ons, fent 
deputies to Appenzel, to court the* friendfhip and 
allianca of that viftorious ftate* 

Werdenberg was now become tte darling of 
his nevi'- affociatcs; they fought a recompence 
for his fervices ; and fince every thing appeared 
within the compafs of their valor, , they formed 
the refolution of reinftating him in his hereditary 
dlates. During their march, they met with little 
oppofition : many barons opened their caftles, and 
welcomed them with fimulated joy ; while thofc 
who made any refiftance faw their fortreffes taken 
and deftroyed. 

Upon 
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upon their approach to Werdenbergj they were 
met by a troop of peafants, who hailed the re* 
howned defcendant of their former lords, with 
fliouts of triumph* Delighted with the expref* 
fions of gratitude, which flowed from the artlefs 
zeal of thefe limple people, and which bore more 
honorable teftimony to the virtues of his anccfter*^ 
than all the ftudied epitaphs which flattery ever 
dictated, Rudolph thanked them for their attach- 
ment arid fidelity, in the honelt langtiage of a 
friend* But^ at the fame time, fignified a willi 
of refigning all his hereditary honors to )m 
younger brother, and of pafling the remainder 
of his days among that gallant people, with ^hof<% 
happinefs he had affociated his own* For having 
now accuftomed himfdf to the pleafures and ha- 
bits of a paftoral life, fcenes of grandeur and mag* 
nificence had loft their charms^ 

Soon, however, he difcovered, that a feries of 
uninterrupted fuccefs had vitiated the minds oS 
the Appenzellers, and awakened them to view* 
of intereft and ambition, he grew di^fted at the 
change, and angry with mankind, whofe brighteft 
qualities are fo tranfient and fortuitous. Leaving 
the partners of his glory, he retired to a cottage, 
fituated among his favorite mountains, and united 
to one of the heroines of Stofs, he pafled the rem- 
nant of his days in the enjoyment of confcious in- 
tegrity. 
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tegrity, and fpotlefs fame,, refpecled and beloved 
by all the world. 

Soon after the reduAioh of Werdenberg, the 
victorious AppenzeJOiers, accompanied by their 
friends of St. Gall, made an irruption into the 
Thurgau, and deftroyed feveral caftles belonging 
to the partifans of the houfe of Auftria. From 
thence, having croffed the Linth, they advanced 
towards the lake of Zuric, and made themfelves 
maflers of the vale of Wagi, and the lower inarlh. 
This fruitful traft of land, on account of it's fitu- 
ation, was of peculiar importance both to Schweitz 
mid Claris, in time of war. The vidors, there- 
fore^ generoufly bellowed it upon them, as a mark 
of gratitude, for the great, and early fcrvices, 
which they had afforded. During this expedi- 
tion, they paffed unmolefted through the territory 
of Toggenbourg, although the count was at that 
very time at the head of the Auftrian army. 
Meanwhile the conduct of the Schweitzers, in ac- 
cepting, finder any circumftances, a province be- 
longing to Aifftria, which they had done with re- 
fpedt to the lower marfli, was reprefented, by Fre- 
deric, to be an infringement of the treaty ; and a 
complaint was accordingly made to the other can- 
tons. Unable to defend the meafure, and unwil- 
ling to renounce the prize, the Schweitzers em- 
braced that profligate f)'ilem of injuftice, which 

too 
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tbO bften forms the charafteriftic feature of a rc- 
fiubEcan government, and boldly invited the other 
members of the confederacy to fliare with theni in 
the fpoiL Prudence, however,' for once got the 
better of intdreft ; and the apprehenfion of a war 
with Attftria induced them to decline an oflfer, 
which had otherwife much to recommend iu 
Yet had they not the fpirit to ad as became a 
people who aimed at the reputation of virtue, but 
contenting themfehres vnth the equivocal honefly 
of tejefting that which they had no right to ap- 
propriate, they connived at the injuftice of that 
ally, and fuffered the Schweitzers to remain in^ 
tranquil poffeffion of their ufurpation. 

1466* Early in the following Ipring, the Ap- 
penzellers undertook another expedition againft 
the Auftrian territory ; during which they took 
Feldkirk, butnt Montfort, deftroyed the town of 
Tofters, and laid jSege to Pludenz* Confcious,, 
however, from their own feelings, that all. ideas of 
. reftridion are repugnant to the nature of man, 
they adopted a fyftem, by far the moft dangerous 
to the tranquillity of all focial inftitutions, that 
the genius of wickednefs has ever^devifed. Sub- 
ftituting the appellation of deliverers for that of 
conquerors^ they impudently declared, that the ob- 
ject of their purfuit was not to reduce the neigh- 
boring provinces under their own dominion, but 
to liberate them from the {hackles of feudal ty- 
- Vol. II. O ranny. 
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ranny. Man is the flave of. impripffions. The fic- 
tion, however grofs, fucceeded. Wherever they 
drreded their deftructive courfe, they were re- 
ceived with open arms by the deluded people. 
While every mandate, however abfolute, was 
fiibmitted to with implicit deference, becaufe de- 
Kvered in the captivating language of fraternal ad- 
vice. 

While they were laying before Pludenz, intel- 
ligence was brought, that the inhabitants, in many 
parts of the Tyrol, had rifen in arms, and waited 
only for their charitable fuccor, to fliake off -every 
veftige of fubordination to the eftabliihed govern- 
ment. No fooner were they informed th^t thefe 
ha{5py mountaineers were ripe fot the great work 
of regeneration, than they di^atched a meffenger 
to Appenzd, with the following addrefs, in which 
the enthufiafm of liberty, and the cant, which 
fbmetimes accompanies it, are equally confpicuous* 
** We are before Pludenz, and God is with us. If 
•^ there be any of our brave countrymen, whofe 
*f prefence is not neceflary for the fupport of an 
" aged parent, let him inftantly join our ftandard, 
*^ and Ihare with us in the unexampled glory of 
" giving liberty to the Tyrolefc/* 

^ The natural hiftory of the Tyrol is fo familiar 
to every reader of tafte and obfervation, that all 
further defcription is unneceflary. Wt ihall there- 
fore 
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fore content ourfelves with obferving, that as the 
moral charafter of man is, in a great degree, de- 
^rmined by the nature of the country which he 
inhabits, fo we find that the natives of the higher 
Alps are in general diftinguiflied by thofe bold, 
and ftriking features, which are more frequently: 
the objefts of our admiration, than of our love. 
The Auftrian princes, who were perfeftly ac- 
quainted with all the value of this important pro- 
vince, had ever treated the Tyrolefe with marked 
aiFedion, and had met in return with that fidelity 
and attachment^ which is the nobleft eulogium a 
fovereiga can receive* Subjeas of difcontent moft, 
however, oCcafionaDy arife, even in the beft con^ 
ftituted governments ; and that the dominion of 
Aufbria was not of this defcription, the fpecimens 
we have already produced will amply atteft. 

Frederic was no fooner apprized of the inten- 
tions of the Appenzellers, than he coUefted all 
his veteran troops, and marched to Landeck, to 
defend that ftrong and important pafs. But fuc- 
cefs had taught the enemy to be irrefiftible. After 
a fevere conJaiA, the Auftrians gave way, and left 
the Tyrol open to invafion^ Preceded by the feme 
e( their exploits, and the poifon of their princi- 
ples, the march of the republican forces exhibited 
one continued fcene of triumph, Feftivals were 
€very where prepared to celebrate their arrivals 

O2 The 
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The echoing hills repeated the cry of liberty, whilp 
the deluded people perfuaded themfelves that they 
were free. Indeed, with fuch rapidity were they 
proceeding in the romantic tafk of giving liberty 
to mankind, that it would be difficult to fix any 
probable bounds to their career, had they not 
been fuddenly recalled to the defence of their na* 
tive land, which feems to have been, entirely for- 
gotten amid the fplendid vifions in w^hich they 
were engaged. 

Alarmed at the danger to which their country 
was expofed, they haftened to her relief with fur- 
prifing celerity. But no fooner had they croffed 
the Arlenberg, than the impending ftorm was dif- 
fipated. The terror of their arms added to the 
difunipn which prevailed among their foes, efFed- 
ed the delivery of Appenzel, without the afllftance 
of tha fword* Thefe expeditions, undertaken with 
raflinefs, were ufually abandoned with difhonor. 
Satisfied for the prefent with the laurels which 
they had acquired, the vidorious band returned 
once more to their accuftomed labors. The booty 
they brought back was confiderable j and itiight 
have been infinitely more fo, had they not rejeded 
with difdain every article, which was not ufeful 
in domeftic economy. Plate, with nuny other 
valuables, they had diftributed with the liberaUty 
of favages, or the wifdom pf philofophers, for in 

this 
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tifiis infiance, there is little difference, declaring;^ 
tAat milk and wine iajled fweetejl out ofwoaden bowls. 
But the banners, which they had conquered, were; 
preferved with religious veneration, as a public 
treafiire, Which formed at once the pride and the 
ornament of the community. 

1407. The Appenzellers had been too long accuf-^ 
tomed to the licentious tumult of a military life, to 
feel a rdifli for the tranquil pleafures of domeftic 
retirement, \rfiich conftituted the chief happincfs of 
their exiftence in the days of innocence and re- 
pofe. To a people defirous of making war, the 
pretence for doing it is never wanting. Taking 
arms, therefore, they fignified their intention of 
reftoring the abbot to his monaftery, from which 
he had now been abfent near feven years ; and 
compelling him to refumc thofe fiinftions, Which, 
as a minifter of the gofpel, he was bound to per- 
form. Being joined by reinforcements from St. 
Gall, Claris, and Schweitz, they fet forward upon 
this holy million. Without oppofition, they ar- 
rived before the walls of Wyl, where they pitched 
their camp. The inhabitants, warned by the ca- 
lamities of other towns, which had fuffered fe- 
verely for their obftinaicy, evinced but little incli- 
nation to defend themfelves. So that the unfor- 
tunate abbot, left to his cruel deftijiy, and con- 
scious how little he had a l^ight to expeft from 

O3 the 
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the moderation of men to whom he had giveii 
fuch juft caufe of offence, abandoned himfelf to a 
thoufand fears, which were not a little encreafed 
by a meffage from the burghers, defiring him to 
treat, and which was delisrered in language not 
very remote from a command. But Cuno ftiew- 
ing feme hefitation in complying, a fhort confer-, 
ence took place, between them and the army, the 
refult of which was, that the gates were thrown 
open upon a promife that property of all kinds 
fliould be preferved, 

Cuno was now apprized, that it was the inten- 
tion of his fubjecls to conduft him to his proper 
refidence- No choice was left him. The tone 
was peremptory, and all refiftance vain. Recom- 
mending himfelf, therefore, to the protedion of 
all the heavenly hoft, and invoking individually 
the whole tribe of faints and martyrs, his arms 
meekly folded acrofs his breaft, his eyes caft down 
in forrow, and humiliation, he pr.efented himfelf, 
in a fuppliant pofture, before thofe very men, 
whom, for the fpace of twenty-eight years, he had 
regarded only in the light of flaves. His head was 
grey and uncoveried, his figure emaciated, his ftep 
uncertain. Adverfity too had fo humbled the 
natural haughtinefs of his charafter, while age 
gave a dignity to his forrows, that he no fooner 
appeared, than "^ fpontaneous emotion of piety 

• buril 
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burft from the %eftators, and proved, that a3U the 
violence of faftion had not yet eradicated fympi- 
thy from their breafts. Worked upon by the im- 
pulfe of the moment, they felt inclined to confider 
their degraded prince rather as the weak tod of 
other men's ambition^ than as himfelf the tyrant — 
rather as being deceived, than deceiving. Some 
indeed there were, who looked upon compaffion 
foij^fallen greatnefs as below the ftoic dignity of a 
republican ; but the indignation of the multitude 
foon curbed their licentious tongues, and taught 
them that it is unworthy courage to infult a vaii- 
quiflied foe. With refpedful attention they placed 
the abbot upon his mule, and condufted him to 
the monaftery; where a treaty was concluded, 
which was probably diftated rather by neceffity 
than inclination ; but by which he placed himfelf 
and his remaining territoty, under the protedion 
of that very people, whom he had fo long treated 
as rebels, and wilhed to exterminate as fuch. 

Elated with their unexampled good fortune, 
and defirous of retaliating upon the duke of Aui- 
tria for the decided part that he had taken in fup- 
port of the ecclcfiaftical privileges, they entered 
Thurgau with a body of two thoufand men, me- 
naced Conftance, and laid wafte the epifcopal ter- 
ritory. For the bifliop, having lately put them 
under an interdiA, had thereby incurred their 

O 4 . difplcafure, 
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difpleafure, for which they now relblvcd to inflift 
. an exemplary punifliment. From thence direft- 
ing their courfe towards Kyburg, they levied con- 
tributions wherever they came, deftroyed feveral 
caftles, belonging to barons of the adverfe party, 
. and compelled their haughty chiefs to fubfcribe^ 
to fuch conditions as they, in the plenitude of un- 
controuled fuccefs, thought proper to impofe. 

The alarm, occafioiled by this rapid progrefs, 
became univerfal. Many of the nobles, who were 
already 6xhaufted by the burdens of former wars, 
and trembled at the increafing calamities, which 
feemed now to threaten them, were happy in an 
opportunity of parting with their eftates upon 
eafy terms. While Zuric, ever awake to it's real 
interefts, caught with eagernefs at the offer. Be- 
fidcs, feveral of the Auftrian towns, particularly 
Bulach, Regenfberg, and Winter thur, now aban- 
doned entirely to their own refources, and defpair- 
ing of being able to refill the approaching ftorm, 
turned their eyes to Zuric for fupport, hoping, by 
an alliance with that wealthy city, to flielter them- 
felves under her protecting arm. Mortified that 
fo valuable a prize flibuld have efcaped them, and 
defirous, at the fame time, of conciliating the good 
opinion of the Helvetic confederacy, the Appen- 
zellers gave way to a fpirit of violence, which was 
unworthy their former character, and laid wafte 

the 
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the whole country with unrelenting cruelty. 5ri 
the midft of thefe dcftru£tive triumphs, a report 
reached them, that a large body of Auftrians ha4 
crofled the Rhine at Shauffhaufen, and was ad- 
vancing towards the frontier of Appenzel. With-, 
out a moment's hefitation they abandoned their 
con^uefis, and hafiened to meet them, with a 
firm refblution of giving them batde, wherever 
they fliould be founds But this expedition^ libc 
moft of thofe which were undertaken againft the 
liberties of Switzerland, was either planned with 
fo little intelligence, or entrufted to the conduS: of 
fo inexperienced a chief, that the army had re- 
paired the Rhine, before the Appenzellers could 
f pme up with it. 

The wipter was now approaching, and fet m 
with unufual figor. But as it appeared probable 
that the enemy, who were at no time remarkabk 
for vigilance, would now abandon themfelv^ss ten- 
tirely to - the feciirity of the feafon, they f efolved 
tp attempt one bold enterprife more, before they 
retired to winter quarters. Taking advantage, 
therefore, of a deep fnow, they crofled the lake 
of Conftauce, and appeared on a fudden before 
the town of Bregentz. Their principal hope gf 
fuccefs was founded upon the negligence of the 
garrifon, which they well knew not to be nurne-* 
rous. The Auftrians^ however, were not fo carf- 

ieik 
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Id^ as they expefted them to be, but received 
them in fuch a manner as to prove that they 
could not be taken by furprize. Though foiled 
in their firft attempt, they were not to be over- 
come by difficulties, but determined, notwith- 
ftanding the feverity of the weather, to fet down 
before the place, and to reduce" it by a regular 
fiege. So daring an attempt upon a town of fuch 
importance, which was fituated in the midft of an 
enemy's country, appeared to the adjacent nobles 
an aft of fuch temerity, as would caft an eternal 
blot upon their military reputation, Ihould they 
allow the invaders to fucceed. They accordingly 

refolved to omit no effort, which could 
.1408. tend to fruftrate the defign ; and having 

affembled an army of eight thoufand men, 
and crofTed the lake in a thick fog, they fell un- 
expectedly upon the befiegers. The fuperiority 
of numbers was fo great, that no efforts of valor- 
could avail. The Appenzellers were completely 
routed' after the firfl Ihock, and obliged to fly in 
the utmoft confufion, leaving every thing behind 
them, except their banner* 

The force of the Appenzellers being, in a great 
degree, founded upon opinion, this defeat was at- 
tended with the mofl fatal confequences. Several 
* towns, which had united themfelves with this vic- 
torious people from motives of fear, no fooner be- 
held 
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teld this fad reverie of fortune, than they em- 
braced ^the earlieft opportunity of apologizing for 
^eir defeftion, by a fpeedy return to duty. They 
themfelves too had been fo long accuftonied to an 
uninterrupted career of victory, that the dejedion 
occafioned by this momentary viciflitude, was great 
beyond credibility. The time feemed favorable for 
negociation, and was accordingly feized upon by 
Rupert, who now occupied the imperial throne, 
to which he had fucceeded in 1400, upon the de^ 
pofition of Wenceflaus, one of the moft profligate 
and contemptible princes, who ever difgraced a 
crown. Having previoufly arranged the general 
outlines of a treaty, he fummoned the contending 
parties to fend deputie^s to Conftance. To this 
the duke of Auftria and his adherents readily con- 
fented. The Appenzellers too acceded without 
much difficulty, having received a fecret intima- 
tion from their friends, the Schweitzers, to con- 
fent to the propofal, as the other cantons feemed 
firmly determined not to interfere in their favor. 

The delegates being affembled, Rupert feverdy 
reprimanded thofeof St. Gall and Appenzel, for 
their contumacious behavior to their lawful fove- 
reign, who, as a prince of the empire, \va.s en- 
titled to the profourideft refpeft. He then proceed- 
ed to annul their alliance, pronouncing it to be 
contrary to the prerogatives of the church, and 

fubvcrfive 
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fobverfive of that allegiance which they owed to 
the imperial crown. He further decreed, that all 
the prifoners, which had been made on either fide, 
^ fixould be releafed without ranfom, and the con* 
qircred territory reftored to the legitimate owner ; 
but that none of the fortreffes, which had been 
demoliftied, fliould be rebuilt without bis exprels 
pJtrmiffion. The Appenzellers, on their part, obr 
tained abfolution from all ecclefiaftical intetdids, 
and civil bans ; and a truce for two years was 
cftablifhed between them and the duke of Auf- 
tria, leaving all difputed claims, even thofe of 
the count of Werdenbcrg, open for future difcuf- 
fion* 

Thus ended the war between the Appenzellers 
and the partifans of ariftocracy, which, from the 
mifconduft of the latter, had well nigh excited a 
general infurredion of the people againft the ty- 
ranny of the feudal government. 

Several points in difpute having been referred 
to a future difcuilion, the emperor fummoned the 
contending parties to appear before him, at Heidel- 
berg. To this the abbot readily coiifented j but 
the Appenzellers were too well acqiiain^ed with 
the real value of liberty, to.fet it upon fo preca- 
rious a caft. The emperor, however, irritated at 
the pegled wljich \yas thus fliewn, by a band gf 

r^belliou? 
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rebellious peafants, to his fiipremc authority, pro- 
ceeded to pafs fentence upon them, as contuma- 
.cious, according to the eftabliftied forms of jurit 
prudence. But they had already proceeded too 
fer, to be awed into fubmiflion by an ad, the ter- 
rors of which were merely ideal. So that iiaftead 
of manifefting the fmaileft inclination to yield, 
they did not hefitatc to declare their firm deter- 
mination of defending their liberties to the laft 
extremity. Little, indeed, could it be expc6lcd, 
that a people, who were once engaged in fo honor- 
able a caufe, fhould tamely forego every advan- 
tage which they had purchafed at the expencc of 
their deareft blood, and return, without an effort^ 
to the degrading ftate of vaflalage. It was the 
height of imbecility to fuppofe it. For as well 
may defpotifm attempt to control the raging bil- 
lows, or to fet bounds to the flowing tide, as ima- 
gine that the ferment of the public mind will fub- 
fide at it's imperious mandate. The ftorm, once 
raifed, defies the power of man. 

1 4 1 o. The AppenzcUers ftill continuing to per- 
fift in their refufal to reftore the Reinthal to the 
houfe of Auftria, the truce was no fooner expired, 
than the latter prepared to take poffeffion of it by 
force of arms. For this purpofe, the count of 
Sultz affembled fo confiderable a force, that the 
enemy ho longer ventured to quit their frontier, 

but 
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but preferred rather to abandon the garrifon of 
Rheineck to their fate, than to expofe themfelves 
to the rifk, which muft neeeffiirily attend any at- 
tjcmpt to relieve them. The certainty of their 
abandoned ftate was far, however, from reducing 
thefe gallant men to defperation ; on the contrary, 
they refolved that nothing fliould be left untried, 
before they ^ve themfelves up as prifoners of war* 
For this purpofe, they made their difpolitions in 
fiiich a manner, that they led Sultz to fuppofe that 
they were preparing for a fally, in order, if poflible, 
to cut their way through his lines. ImprefTed 
with this idea, he thought it prudent to retire to a 
more advantageous pofition,at a little diftance from 
the walls, where the enemy could not attack him 
without the moft evident rifk. This wa,s exadly 
what the garrifon expected. No fooner, therefore, 
had the Auftrians fallen back, than availing them- 
felves of the moment, they fet, fire to the town, 
^ndefcaping through another gate, gained fo much 
upon the befiegers, that they reached the frontier 
of Appenzel without fufrering the fmalleft lofs. 

Ejicouraged by this momentary revetfe; of for- 
tune, Frederic put himfelf at the head of an army 
pf twelve thoulan,d men, and, fat down before the 
town of Alftetten, which was defended only by a 
handful of Appenzellers. But fuch was the ne- 
gligence of the befiegers, that thpy fuff^r^d both 

the 
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the garrifon and the inhabitants to efcape, in the 
night, with their moft valuable efFefts ; and what 
i^ ftill naore extraordinary, they feem to have been 
totally ignorant of what had happened* The duke, 
indignant that fo fmall a force ihould prefiime to 
hold out againfl his powerful army, iffu'ed orders 
for a general aiHault, declaring his intention of ^v- 
ing no quarter to the garrifon. Preparations were 
accordingly made, and the Auftrians advanced ta 
t^he walls, aftoniflxed at meeting with no refiftance. 
But upon entering the town, they found, to their 
Extreme mortification, that nothing was left fpr 
them but empty houfes, which, in the viplence o£ 
their refentment, they inftantly configned to the 
flames. Satisfied with this glorious exploit, Fre- 
deric now repaffed the Rhine, not daring to ven- 
ture any further into a country, where he had £0 
often fuffered for his temerity. 

141 1. In the following year died the unfortu- 
nate Cuno, worn out with age and difappoint- 
ment. The Appenzeilers availed themfelves of 
this event to renew their application to the con- 
federates, to be admitted into the Helvetic league. 
And as at that time, the Helvetic cantons were 
far from being fatisfied with the conduct of the 
duke of Auftria, their requeft now met with a 
more favorable reception. But as a people of fo 
turbulent ^ difpofition might have involved the 

confederacy 
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confederacy in continual wars, it was exprefsl)^ 
fiipulated in the treaty, that the Appenzellefs 
fiiould never take up arnnis without the approba- 
tion of their allies. By another article, it was 
enabled that the whole forces of Appetiasel were at 
all times to be at the difpofal of the confederates, 
aud to march whenever and wherever they were 
required, at their own expence ; while they, on their 
part, were to be fatisfied with whatever reinforce-' 
ments the united cantons^ might find it convenient t& 
fp(ire^ and Were alfo bound tofupply them with pro^ 
vijians^ cmd other necejfariesy during the whole of 
the expedition^ 
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CHAPTER Xffl. 

Internal Affairf of SwitzerUmdr-^AcquiJitiom made 
by the Afferent Cantons — The Swifs carry their 
Arms beyond the St. Gothard — Difputes with the 
Duke of Milan'^Death of Rupert— Sigi/mund Em* 
feror'^^ Corruptions of the Papal Government'^ 
Origin of the Hierarchy — Council of P if a. 

THE dcfire of conneding our fubje<9: under 
one general point of view, has induceid us 
to occupy ourfelves folely with the ^iffairs of Ap- 
penzd, to the total negleft of the reft of Switzer- 
land. This naturally obliges us to return back 
for a few years, that we may take a view of the 
condud and policy of the confederates during the 
memorable conteft between the Appenzdlers and 
the houfe of Auftria. 

None of the members of the federative go- 
vernment were fo opportunely fituated as Zuric, 
to take advantage of the general confufion. And 
with fuch prudence did this artful people contrive 
to regulate their meafures, that they npt only 
reaped the greateft poflible benefit /rom the dif- 
' Voi. II. P treffes 
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treffes of Auftri^, but did it without any Infringe- 
ment of the truce. For fuch was the dread of an 
army, whofe avowed objeft was the overthrow 
of all feudal tyranny, that many of the moft power- 
ful barons, convinced of their inability to refift the 
approaching ftorm, were happy to difpofe of their 
eftates and caftles for a very moderate price ; while 
the Zurickers, who were never negleftful of any 
circumftance, which could contribute to their fu- 
ture profperity, were eager to embrace this favor- 
able opportunity of extending their jurifdidion 
upon fuch eafy terms. 

A difpute too having arifen, between them and 
the bifhop of Conftance, about thecaftle of Rhein- 
feldt, which this needy prelate had mortgaged to 
the republic, the bifliop, unaccuftomed to oppofi- 
tion, refolved to have recourfe to more efEcacipus 
meafures than thofe of negociation. A detach- 
ment of the epifcopal troops accordingly took 
poffeffion of' the fortrefs, which was but flightly 
guarded. The ill-advifed prelate, however, foon 
found ample caufe to repent his ralhnefs ; for the 
Zurickers, entering his territory in hoftile array, 
conftrained him to purchafe peace, upon condi- 
tions by no means agreeable to epifcopal pride. 
Various other differences of a fimilar nature were 
terminated in a manner equally fatisfadory, and 
wntributed effentially to extend the dominion oC 

the 
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the republic on the fide of Kyburg and the Thur« 
gau* 

While the 2uri<!kers were thus engaged in tlie 
purfuits of intereft and ambition, the Auftrians, 
availing themfdves of the truce, which ftili fub- 
fifted between them and the Appenzellers, made 
an attempt upon the town of Bale. A violent 
difpute had for fome time fubiifted, between the 
inhabitants of this latter city and the duchefs o£ 
Burgundy, who was the widow of Leopold the 
fourth, duke of Auftria, with regard to the boun* 
baries of their refpeftive territories. Frederic, 
to whom the adminiftration of his deceafed bro^ 
ther's dominions was committed, during his ne« 
phew's minority, refolved to take an adive part 
in the conteft, and accordingly gave orders to the 
count of Sultz, to unite his forces with thofe of 
the duchefs. But the Auftrian army was no fooner 
in motion, than the duke's intentions became ap* 
parent ; upon which Zuric, Berne, Soleure, and 
Strafburg, immediately fent reinforcements to the 
defence of Bale« 

While both parties were thus preparing for hot 
tilities, an ineflfechial effort was made, by the duke 
of Bavaria, to bring about a reconciliation ; but 
neither party was as yet fufficiently cool to liflen 
to the fuggefiions of reafon. 

P 2 The 
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1 409, The republican forces ferft took the fidd^ 
and penetrating into the Brifgau, laid wafte" the 
country with unrelenting feverity. The Auftrians, 
on thdif part, wer^ not behind hand in afts of 
cruelty. Thus, while the miferaWe peafants wer^ 
inhumanly facrificcd to their mutual animofitm, 
nothing material was effefted on cith^ fide 

Still, however, the eledor of Bavaria was not 
difcouraged by the ill fuccefi of his former nego* 
dation, but perfevered in his benevolent attempts, 
till he at length prevailed upon the bdligeareat 
powers to confent to a truce, for the 4»ce of out 
year, which was fliortly after followed by a peaces 
upon conditions extremely favorable to Bile.* 

TMs reconciliation, on both fides, ^^pears to 
have been fincere. Indeed, in a few naoaths after 
the treaty was fighed, we find the duchefs cement- 
ing the alliance by many additional clau&s, all of 
whi<(h tended to unite the two ftatcs by the firiftefl: 
bond& of amity- So perfect too was the harmony 
which fubfifted between them, that in a conteft 
with fome of the neighboring barons, tlie ducbefi 
reaped the moft material advantage from the co- 

• * By this treaty thecaflles of Stein, near RheinfeM^ ofRhein- 
tck» and.AUcnftein, were ceded to Bale. The former, how* 
CTcr, was afterwards given back for a fum of money. 

oper'atiqa 
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cpefation bf the Bakrs. Duriag one of t&efe de* 
iultory expeditions, they made themfehres mafieti 
of the caflles of Neiienftein, Blauenftein ind Fur^ 
ftenftein, and having found the dei^otic iord$ ibut 
up within their fortrefies, they caufed them, to« 
gether with the whole garrifon, to be beheaded, 
on a jdatform before the very gates of their own 
caftles. 

Notwithftanding the heavy loflfes, which they 
had fvfiained^ from the late conflagration, the 
Berners appear never to have been deficient in i*o- 
fources, when the aggrandifemeni qf the rq)ublic 
was in queftion. Thus by purchafe, they became 
poflefied of Simmeneck, in the vale of Siben ; of 
Manneberg and Reutlingen, of Signati, Frutigen, 
Wangen, Trachfdwald, at Hutweil. Befides thef^ 
ihey bought, in conjunction with Soleure, the 
caftles of Bediburg, Fridau, Bipp, Erlifburg, ai^ 
Wietlifbach** 

• 

Much about the fame time, the town of Neun 
dhatel being involved in a difpute with Conrad, 
COUM of Friburg, both parties had recourfe to die 
powerful protection of Berne, and were admitted 

* * In the ieqttd a p»rtitioo took place, by which Bipp, ErHC^ 
kutg, Fridau 9 aod Wietliibach, became the exclufive prOpertj 
4^i the Bemeiv ; Becjcbprg alone remained to Sokure. 

Pj to 
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to the honor of co-burgherihip by that rqpublic. 
Conrad was the fon of Veteiia, daughter of Lewis, 
count of Neuchatel; who in conjunction with her 
fitter, the counted of Nidau, had inherited the 
county of Neuchatd, upon the death of her fa- 
ther, who died without male iffue. 

Conrad, who was himfelf a man of a weak un- 
derftanding, and was governed by perfons little 
' wifer than himfelf, was imprudent enough to at- 
tempt the refumption of feveral grants, both ec- 
defiaftical and dvil, which had been made by his 
predeceffors. It was pretended by the friends of 
the count, that a power of redemption had been 
referved, at the time thefe grants were made. But 
be this as it may, the acl itfelf could not fail to 
prove unpopular, and was therefore unwife. For 
it is a maxim, which fliould be ever prefent to 
the recoUeftion of thofe who are entrufted with 
the government of nations, that whatever is rigidly 
juft in point of Jaw, is not always practicable. 

, The haughty canons were no foOner acquaint- 
ed with the plan in agitation, than they were, 
with reafon, alarmed for their temporalities* By 
their fecret inftigations a fpirit of difaflFedtion 
was difleminated among the burghers, who were 
. taught to believe that this was only a prelude to 
afts of fttU. greater injuftice, A general remoii- 

ftrancG 
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ftrance was accordingly drawn up, and prefented 
to the count. But Conrad remaining inflexible, 
apjdication was made to the fenate of Bernci who 
immediately took the petitioners under their pro- 
tedion. . Finding that nothing was to be obtained 
by feverity, Conrad, availing himfelf of the ex- 
ample which had been fet him by his rebellious 
fubjefts, demanded to be received a co-burgher 
alfo, andfubmitted the whole aflfair to the dedfiou 
6f the republic 

The interefted ambition of the Berner^ was de* 
Kghted at an event which promifed fo favorable 
an ifliie. It afFotded a fair opportunity for the 
fenators to difplay their dexterity in negociation ; 
and with fuch ingenuity and artifice did they ac- 
tually condud themfelves, that they henceforth 
obtained a paramount jurifdidtion in all diipute^ 
between the count and his vaflals; while as a 
mark of fuperiority, they required an annual tri- 
bute, trifling, indeed, in point of valuq, but fl:ill 
of infinite importance, from the prerogatives with 
which it was accompanied. 

' The decifion of the fenate not proving fo favor- 
able to the prctenfions of the clergy, as they vainl/ 
flattered thepafelves it would, they now reforted 
to an artifige of another kind, and produced an in- 
jirumtot with the fignaiaire of the late count, by 

P 4 which 



?l6 HISTORY OF THB 

^hich they were entirely enfiranchiied from afi 
feudal jttrifdidion. The deed, however, having 
been proved, upon minute inveftigation, to have 
been fuppofitious, the authors of the forgery, not'* 
withftanding their £icred function, fuffered death 
upon a fcaffold. 

The countenance and fupport fo liberally given, 
by the Helvetic ftates, to all who implcMred thdr 
aid, was produdHve of continual difturbances, and 
operated, in many cafes, as a powerful incentive to 
rebellion. The following anecdote will fufficientiy 
manifeft the truth of the foregoing remark. Hugh 
of Mumpelgard, lord of Oitingen, had long treated 
his vaffals with feverity. Accuftomed to implicit 
fubmiflion, and taught from their cradles, to con* 
fider their princes as the immediate delegates of 
heaven, nothing probably would have been finr^ 
ther from their thoughts, than to refift the vice- 
gerent of the Almighty, had they not been infti- 
gated to it by the fecret emif&ries of Berne, whofc 
bufincfe it was to fcatter the feeds of iniubordina-tf 
tion in every foil which was proper to receive 
them. Encouraged by the promife of fupport, the 
peafants flew to arms, and having taken the caftlc 
1>y ftorm, they razed it to the ground, having 
firft barbaroufly murdered the count. The count 
of Savoy, who was a relation of the deceafed, no 
fi)oner learnt hk melanchdy de^y, thaa he ient 
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an ^bofiy to Berne, to complain of this treaqheiir 
rous and difhonorable condnd^ and publidf tci 
accufe the fenate of bong the authors of it. The 
gorremment had nothing left but poiitivdy to 
deny the charge, and to prepare for war, whicli 
43LOW feemed inevitable. Hoftilities were, however, 
prevented, by the timely interference of the count 
of Neuchatel, and an amicable arrangement took 
place J by which the town of Oltingcn was ceded 
to the rqpublic, upon the payment of a ftipukted 
fom to the widowed cauntefs. Thus is money 
the univerfal agent in all political tranfadaons! 
The ties of conianguinity, the laws of honor, the 
find principles of jufiice, all, alasl are iacrificed 
9t the iniatiate ihrine of intereft« 

Htthorto, we have contemjdated the Swils urtr 
der circumftances the moft flattering to their na-* 
tional charader* We have beheld them wiguig 
an unequal, though fucce&ful war, againU the 
whole power of Auftria, in defence of their indc- 
pendance, and exhibiting to the world a memo* 
rable example of the inejQSbcacy of mffitary force^ 
when a long feries of injuries havte kindled the re^ 
benefit of mankind, and awakened them to a 
ienie of their inherent rights^ But iucce& is the 
puent of ambition j, and fo infatiable is the thirik 
nfter dominion, that every profperous enterprize 
€pemes as a ktfk incentive to new undertakings* 

It 
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It was> thus with the Swifs. The boundaries, 
which nature feems to have traced, with a difcfi- 
iJiinating hand, as the limits of Helvetic power, 
appeared now too confined for the afpiring genius 
of a people, who were taught, by repeated tri* 
umphs, to confider fortune as irrevocably chained 
to the republican car. 

On the fouthem fide of the St, Gothard Iks 
the Levantine valley, a pidurefque and beautiful 
country, watered by the abundant ftreams of the 
Ticino, which derives it's fource from the inex- 
haufi:ible fhows, that cover the craggy fummits of 
the parent mountain. Immediately iafter their 
(emancipation, the Urners had attempted to pre- 
vail upon the peaceful inhabitants of this romantic 
diftrift, to burft the fliackles of feudal depencbnce, 
and to partake with them in the bleflings of li- 
berty. The propofal was too tempting to be re- 
jefted ; but before they returned a decifive anlwer,. 
they requeft^d time to confult with the canons of 
Milan, who poflefTed a paramount jurifdiclion over 
that country- Accuftomed to govern with a le- 
nient hand, and happy in every occafion which 
could contribute to the happineis of others, thefe 
humane and benevolent priefls were fo delighted 
with the mark of confidence which had bcdi 
fhewn them, that they readily confented to the 
projected alliance. But the adjacent nobles, many 

of 
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o£ whom pretended to equal authority with:, tha* 
chapter of Mflan,. beheld the tranikdion ia a very 
different light. So long as they were feparatrf. 
from the rebellious Swifs by the majeftic Alps, 
they faw but little to apprehend ; but the near ap- 
proach of a people, whofe cry was freedom, flxuck 
them with terror and difmay. The precarious 
fabric of their power feemed now to totter on ifs 
very bafe. With common accord they embraced 
the refolution of carrying on a defultory war 
againfl: the inhabitants of the Levantine vale, and 
of hajraffing them, by continual incurfions, till 
they confented to break off all connection with 
their new allies. Thefe petty hoftilities confifted 
chiefly in attempts to carry away the cattle from 
the lower Alps, and were produ<5Uve of frequent 
ikirmiflies, which feldom terminated without 
bloodflied, 

. Among the moft violent opponents of republi* 
can principles was the lord of Bellinzona ; who 
^as, a:t this time, in clofe alliance with the duke 
of Milan, by whom he was powerfully abetted in 
all his enterprizes againft the caufe of freedom* * 

1410. A party of foldiers, beloiiging to fbmc 
of the petty tyrants who infefted the country bcr 
tween Lombardy and the Alps, having. Aitceeded 
m carrying off a confiderable number of cattle, 
;. * the 
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the cantons of Uri and Untcrwaldcn {cnt imm^i 
lately to demand fatisfaftion. But having recdv-« 
td no fatisfadory anfwer from the authors of the 
theft, they addreffcd themfelves to the duke of 
AClan, and the count of Savoy, as joint fovereigns 
of the vale of Offola. By the firft, they were 
treated with that equivocal tone of courtefy, 
which is the charaderiftic of duplicity, and which 
feems indigenous to the Italian foil. By the latter, 
they were received with coldnefe, and diimil&d 
without redrefs. But the confederates were not 
of a temper to content themfelves with the infiU 
dious fmiles of the one, nor with the contemptu- 
ous carriage of the other. Inflamed with^refent-* 
ment, they aflemUed an army of between threa 
and four thoufand men, and marched dire^y to 
Domo d*Oflbla, the moft confiderable place in thd 
whole diftria. The town was in no fituation td 
defend itfelf, but furrendered upon the firft fum- 
tnons. The confederates, therefore, having occu-* 
()ied themfelves for a few days in municipal ar* 
rangemcnts, and appointed a governor^ returned 
to their native mountains. But no fooner had 
they retired, than the duke of Milan again tooi( 
poffeffion of it, though he kept it but a fhort; 
time, as it was retaken by the Swifs in the cotirfe 
of a few months. In this kind of defultory war- 
fare, hoftilkies were carried on for the fpace ctf 
three years; at which period a cQundt^affemUiog 

at 
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€ori1kkn(j^t gs^ve a cUfierent bent to the public 
mindy and obliged the SwHs^ for fome time at 
kafty to renounce all plans of conqueft on the fide 
6f Italy. 

We have already feen how much the wars, in 
ijbhich the iippenzdiers were engaged, had con* 
tributed to widen the ancient breach between the 
i^mfederates and the houfe of Auftria. Events 
too were daily happening which ferved to add 
fuel to the flame, while each party was endeavor* 
sag to fortify itfelf by new alliances* 

Such was the fituation of afl&lrs, when the 
death of Rupert threatened Germany with frefc 
c(»(viilfions, and opened a new fcene to elercife 
the refUefs genius of Frederic He accordingly 
laid aiSde, £Qr the prefent, all ideas of interrupting 
the internal repofe of Helvetia. On the contrary, 
he now attempted, by every demonftration of 
jBriendfiup, to^ appeafe the ftorm ; and fucceeded 
fo far in his endeavors, that the truce was again 
protraSed for the fpace of fifty years. 

• 

Tw> competitors had dedated their intentiop ojf 
tfifputing the imperial crown, befides the wretched 
Wenccflaus, who ftill exifted an objeA of con- 
tempt and terror to ail who approached him. The 
f^dcfis of the ekdors being divided, two emperors 

were 
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were raifed to the vacant throne ; Jodocus, erf 
Job, marquis of Moravia, and Sigifinund, the bro-» 
ther of Wenceflaus- But the former dyiiig within 
three months after his election, his rival remained 
undifputed mafter of the imperial dignity. 

Sigifmund, though poffefled of no extraordi* 
nary talents, was endued by nature with every ex- 
ternal accomplifliment which can command re- 
fpeft ; and being a critical obferver of all thofe 
pundlilious forms, which impofe upon vulgar 
minds, obtained a degree of confideration from 
his contemporaries, to which his abilities by no 
means entitled him. His character, naturally fe- 
rious, had led him to the ftudy of religious fub«» 
jects; and being ftruck with the diforders which 
prevailed in the church, he figured to himfelf a 
reign of glory, and a crown of immortality, could 
he but fucceed in reftoring unity to the chriftian 

world. With this intent he fet out for 
1 41 3* Italy, in order to fettle with the pope, 

John XXni., the convocation of a genersd 
council. In a conference, held at Lodi, the pon- 
tiff was at length prevailed upon, after employing 
.every fubterfuge which his crooked politics could 
fuggeft, to fix upon Conftance for this important 
purpofe-i He then parted from the emperor, wh©, 
delighted with the fuccefs of his negodation, re- 
turned to Germany, over the St. Bernard,, and 
. . havi»g 
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having honored|Berne with his prefonce, proceeded 
from thence to Aix4a-Chapelle, where he received 
the impepial crown from the hands of the arch- 
bifhop of Cologne. 

1 41 4. The council of Conftance forms a me- 
morable epocha in moderji hiftory ; and as the in- 
fluence of this celebrated affembly extended not 
only over the events and charaders of thofc 
times, but operated powerfully upon the fuc- 
ceeding ages, it appears to us to be, by no means, 
foreign to our fubjed, to enter, with fome degree 
of detail, into the preceding hiftory of the churchy 
and to trace the gradual progrefs of the Hierar- 
chy from it's firft inftitution, to this momentous 
period, when it fhone forth in all the pride and of- 
tentation of royal pomp. 

In the early ages of the.Chriftian era, truth was 
taught, in all it's native fimplicity, by men who 
felt the ftill importance of the doftrines which 
they preached, and wifhed, from motives of uni* 
verlal benevolence, to impart it's falutary light to 
the blind and ignorant of every nation. No fplen* 
did ceremonies, no ftately edifices, no proud di- 
ftinftions, were then employed to recommend a 
religion which fpoke directly to the heart, and 
raifed our views and wifhes from this tranfient 
icene to a better ^nd •unperilhable world. No 
: :; guile 
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gmle OP artifice then impofed tipon the debded 
vulgaft and by fubtle interpretations mctamor* 
l^ofed the finiplefi: doftrines into a fcienoe of ab« 
firufe and dangerous fpeculation* The precepts^ 
which were delivered, were upon a level with the 
mcanefl; apprchcnfion. They were pure and per- 
fcft as the cfience of the divinity, and confifted in 
reducing to a pradtical fyilem the fublimeft theory 
of morality. 

Charity— or to fpeak in the language of phi* 
lofophy— UNIVERSAL BEXEVOJLENCE, was thc fim« 
dxmental principle of the goQ)el. The young re* 
garded it as an indifpenfable duty to affift the aged, 
thc indigent and the infirm; and they, who dedi* 
catod their lives exclufively to fixch ferviccs, wore 
diftinguilhed by the appellation of helpers or q/^^ 
ants. Thefe progreffively increafed, and divided 
themfelves into feparate communities, when the 
ifead or over/eer affumed the tide of bt/bop. Thc 
fun£tions, which were cxercifcd by this latter 
body of men^ gave them confiderable influence in 
their rcfpedHve focieties, which gradually extend- 
ed itfclf over a wider furfece; while love and 
charity formed a bond of union between the 
preachers and the hearers of the gofpd. 

Such was the origin of the hierarchy; an office 
not only harmlefs and inofienfive, but produftive 

Of 



of the mcA falutary confequebced^' wlule confined 
wi^itn it's original limits. But £nck is tke \v^ak- 
ne& of hurman nature, that there are few charac- 
ters fuffidently virtuous to withiland an uninter- 
rupted courfe of prdi^icrky. Thus we find, that 
within the ipace of a few centuries, biihops, arch« 
faifhops, and patriarchs, (the title is immaterial): 
hid thrown aiide every veiHge of that modeca^ 
tion aiid modefty, whicli affimUated them to .their 
divine mafter, and had fufaftkuted, in their place^ 
the discordant paflions of ambition, avarice, and 
]H:ide« ASkmwg to thcm£dves prerc^atives, wiuch 
had no foundation in hvlf writ, they aipired td 
govfrn the diriftian wddd, in the iame .mcaniier 
that Aaron, and the houie of Levi, had governed 
the Jews; arid initead of recurring to the ia:imi^ 
tive church for precedcAts^ they were ever for- 
ward to allege the examfile of that blind and pre*-^^ 
fumptUQUs peqple, in defence of their dwn uftu** 
pation. No longer confining themfelves to' tjA,'^ 
ritual afiairs, they now entered with eagerne&, 
into aH the intrigues of courts, and were occupied 
in contefis for worldly grandeurs ^ till at lengtb 
tuuridg the altar to the dirone, that mpnftrQU»' 
cGm^ad was formed, thefecret objed of whidt 
was to overthrow the liberties of mankind, and 
then to (fi^ute thefpoiL 

i .Vol. n. Q ConfciottS, 
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C<3nfciotiSj however, that this-fyftem of tyranny 
was diametrically repliant to the humane tenets 
of that religion, oil whofe perverted jwrinciples 
they aimed to eftabiiih it, the Volume of Truth 
was cdxefully concealedfrom the eyes of the unini' 
tiated'y and men commanded to obey it's precept% 
not according ta their original meaning, but from 
the interpretations which intereft or ambitk)n 
found it. convenient to give. What a field was 
here'ior'the difplay of connifig I 

Such too were the ideas of fanfltity, which the 
fears and prejudices of ^ mifguided people had at- 
Cached to the cpifcopal chata<fter, that the inoft. 
ferocious conquerors, who ever led the. barbarians 
of the north to the ruin and devaftation of fouth- 
ern Europe, were awed into refpeft by a mitred 
prieft, and liftened to the admonitions of the 
clergy, as to the facred didates of oracular trutl^ 
The popcj or bifliop of Rome, took advantage oft 
this favorable imprefEon, and availing himfelf 6f 
the. ignorance ahdfupa?ftiti6n of the uneiilighten- 
ed viSor,; eftabKlhed his throne upon the ruins of 
Gothic pjfeganifm.: And as the^worfliip of the 
church of Rome was accompanied with ceroxuK 
lii^s far more impofing than the baxbarous rites 
of Thor, or Woden, he experienced but little dif- 
ficulty in prevailing upon the heroes of Sarmati% 
yc-\ . \ '' , «:* ^^- or 
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or Scandinavia, to embrace a religion the pagean- 
tries of which were fuperiorly calculated to amufe . ^ 
the ignorant, and to awe the weak. With rapid j^<;^^^ 
- ftrid ee the Roman pontiff now foarcd to univor- 
fal empire. His authority was revered, his infill- 
Kbility eftabliflied', in moft of thofe kingdoms^ 
which fprang out of the chaos of anarchy and 
conqueft. However different their laws and cuf- 
toms might be in fecular affairs,' they feem all to 
have agreed in acknowledging one fupreme head 
in religious concerns, whofe perfbn was inviolate, 
whofe mandate was law* 

Thus, till the commencement of the fourteenth 
century, the hierarchy flouriflied with increafing . 
fplcndor ; while Italy and Rome were rendered 
independant of the eaftern empire by the brilliant 
atchievements of the Franks and Normans. Both 
thefe uncivilized people made ufe of the popes as 
the inftruments of their own aggrandizement, 
while thofe artful politicians held the balance be- 
tween them^ and managed their own intereftd 
with fuch ingenuity, that whichever party tri- 
umphed, the church was fure to be a gainer. ' 

' Boniface the eighth, fupported both' his fpiri- 
tualj and temporal authority,' with the dignity of 
a man, "^hxy was fenfible of the full extent of the 
power wkb-wlt^kh he ..was invefted^ Befides, at 

. :. I Q 2 that 
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that period, none of the fovereigns of Europe pof^ 
feffed either the difcernment to difcover, or the 
* courage to oppofe, the lofty pretenfions of the 
l^ly fee. Superftition was the moft prominent 
feature of the age. The dr^ad of ecdefiaftical cen* 
fures, with all the fatal confequences which re- 
fulted from them, operated, with incalculable 
force, upon die minds of an unenlightened people* 
No affumption of power, however extravagant, 
experienced the flighteft contradiction. So that 
the credit, and authority of the fovereign pontiff 
continued to increafe Vidth a degree of rapidity, 
beyond all example. Yet under Boniface himfelf 
the^ edifice beg?n already to totter ; and from his 
time lias been gradually on the decay .. But if we 
examine minutely into the caufes, which wrought 
this wonderful revolution, we fhaU find, that the 
decline of papal power" may be eafily accounted 
y for. It is natural enough for the unfortunate of 
^ every fliation, and more particularly fo for thofe 
who are taught to bdieve themfelves more wife, 
and v irtuous than th e reft of manBand, to attri * 
l) Ute their ruin to any thing r^ er than to their 
own mifconduft^ The current of popular opinion^, 
and the temper of the times, are ufually brought 
forward, to excuie the vices ot follies cf thofe 
who have falkn ffpm the heights of human gran- 
deur, But theyfeldom opierate with the eflfcd 
.which is.fuj^pofed,.. .A go<)d' goipcctune nt w» 

never 
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nev er overthrown ; and had the meridian of pa- 
pal greatnefs been diftinguifhed by the fame prti- 
dence and wifdom, which marked it's infant ftate, ' 
it is far from impoilible, but that at this very mo- . 
ment, the fucceffor of St. Peter might have conti- 
nued to diftate laws from the Vatican, to the j 
whole chriftian world. L 

Since the era of the crufedes the fituation of the 
higher clafies of nobility had materially changed. 
The expences, incidental to thofe fatal expeditions 
—the perpetual wars into which the* barons were 
hurried by the ferocious fprrit of the times — com- 
bining with the coftly oftentation of feudal pride, 
had impaired their fortunes, and diminiflied their 
confequence. While, on the other hand, the regal 
powers, particuliWy in France, had tifeli upon the 
ruins of the ariftocracy, 

Notwithftanding all the rtiiferies they had occa^ 
fioncd, and the deluges of blood whi(jh they had 
caufed to be flied, the c rufades had, wit hout dif-^. 
pute, been produftiye of coqfiderable ben efit to 
the world, by opening- a wider fi^ld for fpecula- 
tion, and inquiry ; and by eradicating fome of 
thofe inveterate prejudices, which are natural to 
man in an infulatcd ftate. The different fove- 
reigns of Eurojpe began alfo to view, with a 

Q 3 jealous 
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jealous eye, thofe prodigious fums of mpncjr, 
which were drained from every order of theif^^ 
fubjefts, ajid which were continually flowing into 
the coflfers of the church. The natural confer 
quence of a nearer inveftigation of this fubjeft, 
was to render them more fenfible of the encroacb* 
ments of the court of Rome, and more impatient 
under it*s control. But the revival of letters was 
the mo ft fatal blow to that co rrupt, and corrupt- 
ing power, whqf^r-tl^rone was erected upon igno- 
rance, and fupported by artifice and impolture. 
. The feeds of fcience, whjch Frederic the fecond 
had tranfplanted from the fchools of Greece, to 
enlighten and refine his unpoliflied countrymen, 
produced fruits^of very different/qualities. In the 
univer^tie^, to tqtal ignorance, fucceeded that un- 
intelligible jargon, which, under the pompous 
title of metaphyfics, was far more calculated to 
obfcure and miflead, than to illuminate the intel- 
ledual faculties of man. Yet ftill it ferved to ex- 
ercife the powers of refleftion, and may in that 
refped at leaft, be cpnfidered as a ftep towards im- 
provement. Among the other claffes of fociety, 
a fpirit of inquiry was daily gaming ground. Their 
language was purified by an acquaintance with the 
claflic writings of antiquity, while new ideas of 
freedom were imparted to mankind from the 
fame prolific fource. 
' . . ^ ^ In ' 
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In proportion as tlie human gi^Wis !^^ forfiv 
.£ed by fiudy and rafleSion, it afiuxned a bdiclnr 
ton^, and panted t|i^ views s^nd corru{>tions of 
tjie court of Rome in all their n^ive "defornuty^ 
Among tlie writers of this defer iptiqn:,/Petr%rch 
was eminently diftinguiflied by the Jcepnnels of 
his fiitire, which contributed not a li|tle.to opeft 
Jtheeyes of his contemporaries tp the4MroluteiM«i 
abandoned condufS: of men, who Md affumed t^ 
ihcmfelves the proud diftindiga> 9f the yiceger^tf 
pf. heaven u|)on^r^h^ , . . 

, Philip ^ bef^ king of Fri^Ace, who had perhapt 
a ftill better claim to . the tijle. of . Mdf fince nojof 
of his predeceffors had ever made fo free with the 
property of other men, was e^ig^getj in a violent 
d^fpute with Bpniface , t^e. e^ht^ • i^ <9nfequeiic« 
o^the protectiop whifh: he a^^de4\.tp the. Co- 
Ippna family, when axpelkd j f^ePJn ^f^f^ by tl^p 
papal faction. In the violeppe pi^h^ Wrath^ the 
indignant pontiff dkfpatcj^ed a legate- td. Paris, .jto 
ijsifult the king po hig face. But phijip v^ aot 
of a temper tapely to put up with an ^l&Qnt* He 
^accprdiijgly, wjthjQut hefitation, poputiitted jJb6 la?" 
.gate to clofe cpnfinem^ent, and gave pfders to Re- 
vel, his minifter at Rome, tQ demand iatisfaclion 
of the pope for the indignity whicl^ had bepn of^ 
fered hipi. Boniface, who was highly e^^fp^rated 
^t the oppofition which he experienced, b^gan to 
,/ Q 4 threaterv 
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direatm Ff ttee tdth cxcofiiaiuiiication, and boaft* 
td of h]$ paramount jurifilidion over all tbe princes 
in the cjur^m worM. To this Revel calmty re^ 
jplied : ^*tidfy fy&Lcr^ you fe em to fo rge t that yout 
^ weapons exift c«Jy i n ide a^ whereas thofe of the 
^ king> taj tnaftcr, are made of tempered fteel*^-- ^ 
Phifip5 however, had recourfe to other meafures 
MK^e efficacious than ricficule; and having em« 
fdoyed fome of the Colonna party to arreft the 
|K)pe, at Anagni^ the mortification that he under- 
went, and the harfh treatmmt that he met with, 
made fo ftrong an impreflion upon his haughty 
Uid implacaUe tem^^o^, that he is find to h ave ex^ 
pired in a poroxyiiB of rage. 

Benedi^ the. eleventh, who fucceeded, rdgAed 
only a few months, when FhiBp, by his intrigues 
-^yid influence, prevailed upon the cardinals to 
faife Bertrand de Got, a Gafcon, to the vacant 
throsie, who took the name of Clement V, De- 
^rotc^ entirely to his patron, the firft act of his ad- 
tf^fiiftrat^ was to annid all the violent decrees of 
the impetuous Boniface, feveral of which were ftiB 
in fouce^ As a further inftance of his complai- 
iance, he confented to the deftruftion of the order 
of the Templars, and finally removed the holy fee 
to Avignon, to the great detriment and mortifi- 
cation of the Roman peojfle. During the fpace 
cf fevcnty years, the capitsJ of the chriftian world 

was* 
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was deferted l^y the reprdfentative irf the- 
ifter havirig been the refidence of near two hun- 
dred popes. Had the fucceffors of Philip bee% 
poffeffed of equal abilities with himfelf, the holy 
father would probably have funk to be little more 
than the grand almoner of France, inftead of being 
the head of the univerfal church. But Philip died 
in the meridian of life, and with hi3 three fons, 
who rapidly fucceeded^ each other on the Gallic 
' throne, the male line became ejctinft The pre- 
tenfions of Edward the third to this rich inherit 
tance, involved both nations in thofe cruel and 
deftruAive. wars, which fo long laid wafte the moft 
fertile provinces of France, and -drained thiJ coun«> 

try of it's nobkft blood, 

ii ■ - "..•.'. ' -^ ,. . 

Italy, in the meantime, was governed by a fe* 
lies of petty princes, who acknowledged the au* 
thority neither of the pope, nor V^f the emperor^ 
Till at length the brilliant talents of cardinal ^gi- 
dius reftored an appearance of order, and tran^- 
<juiHity, to which that devoted country had been 
long a ftranger. ^ This fortunate change was the 
prelude to ftill greater felicity. In 1377, Gregory 
the eleventh returned to Rome, amid the prayers 
and bleffings of a frantic populace. Gregory, who 
appears to haVe been a pious and refpedable ec- 
defiaftic, was no ftatefman. He foon found oc- 
cafion to repent his folly in having abandoned the 

comforts 
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camiests and quiet of Avignonj to expofe fiimiyf 
to the turbulence of a Roman mob. No (boner 
bad he breathed his lafi, than an armed multitude 
aflembled before the Vatican^ and forced the cardi- 
nalsj as they entered the conclave, to promife that 
they would vote for an Jtalian. Urban the fifth 
was accordingly elefted,- We have already beea 
made acquainted with the fatal confequenceT.of 
this hafty choice, apd with the fchifm which civ 
Xwdf ; 

I .'Robert, co^nt -of Geneva^ wag no . fooner epf. 
ppfcd to Urban,- than he eftablilhed his refidenc^ 
aftAvig|M)fi. This mcpiprable.gonteft for power 
completed the confufidn of the chrifti^ui:; worlds 
by adding religious frenzy to civil difcord. From 
.the jarring interefts of, the rivaj pontiffs, it fre- 
x|^ent4y happened, that more than one ecclefiaftic 
.was nominated XQ a vacant benefice. In fuch cafes 



ibrce wasufy^y employed to decide the qu eftion 



.of 'Ayift^ right, and blood was often ihed in the 
contefty : Tp fuch a degree too had thi§ fpirit pf 
diffention fprea^j that the pious, apd devout were 
torm^^ed on thp bed of death, with fcruples* of 
confcience, refpefting the validity of the powers^ 
with which ' th^ir confeffor was invefted, whom 
ihei^ neareft ifieighbpr perhaps condei^fined to eter- 
nal punifliment, as a fchifmatic, and a«i interlope. 
The wicked ^nd li<:ejitious, on the other hand^ 

had 
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liad no longer any motives to re&raia their paT^ 
liops, or to fet bounds to their inordinate defires; 
^ce in the ftruggle for temporary emoluments, 
they were fure of receiving abfolution upon eafy 
terms^ Thu§ crimes of the blackeft die were per-, 
petrated by perfon^ who filled the mod eminent 
ftations. The duke of Milan murdered his own 



iinc le> Giovanniy his fpn, fe ll a victim to the fury 
of the populace. Jqan^ queen of Naples was ibran* 
gled by a near relation^ after havmg im brued her 
h ands in the blgod of hgr huiband. 

Anarchy, and defpotifm, were by turns tri- 
iimphant in the diflferent countries of Europe. 
Italy was a prey to the licentious fury of thdfe. 
mercenary bands, who had been attraAed by the 
love of plunder from France, England, and Ger- 
manyC Wenceflaus wa^ depofed, for aferies of 
. crimes and follies which were worthy the maddeft 
of the Csefars ; and Germany, divided b^ween 
two rival candidates, was menaced with all the 
horrors of a civil war. Charles the fixth of 



France was infane. While Richard the fecond of 



England was imprifoncd and murdered by d omef- 
tic fac tions. . Sweden had lofl: her independance, 
and France was reduced to the very brink of 



ruin, by^thejatal animofit ies which fubfift ed be- 
tween the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy. The 
wars between the houfcs of YorJ^ and Lancafter 
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\ — thh long national conteft that deluged both 
Sweden and Denmark in bloo4-^tlie feuds anc| 
diflentions of the German princes — the final over- 
throw of the Greek empire — the daring and am- 
bitious projeds of the Othmai;i Bajazet, which 

/ fpread terror and defolation over the chriftian 
world—and finally, the great and brilliant vifto- 
ries of Timur, whofe triumphant donlinions ex^ 
tended from the confines of China to the fhores 
of the Adriatic-:— all thefe furprifing events, which 
took place during the courfe of a fingle century, 
prepared the way for thofe important changes, 

\ both civil and religious, which were foon to foU 
low, and opened to the genius of man a more cx*^^ 
tenfive field for fpeculation and adion* 

During this unhappy period of univerfal anar- 
chy, that may be confidered as a chaos out of 
which light is t o arife, while bleflings or anathe- 
mas were promifcuoufly diftributed, among the 
foUo\vers of the gofpel, as the intereft, caprice, or 
~ ambition, of contending pontiffs occafionally de- 
termined, there argfe in Europe feveral characters, 
no lefs eminent for their talents, their virtues, and 
their erudition, than difl:inguiihed for their bold- 
ne&, in the purfuit of truth. Henry, of Heffe, 
Peter, of Ailly, the chancellor Gerfon, and Ni- 
colas de Clemanges, all men of deep learning, and 
fuperior ^bilitiesi^ exerted themfelves, with unremit- 
ting. 
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ting zeal, in expofing the various abufes of tKe 
papal government. While at the fame time, as if 
nothing lefs than a general concuilion of the ele- 
ments could overturn a fabric, which had been 
progreffively ftrengthened by the accumulated la- 
bors of a thoufand years, the whole chrxftian world 
called out, in a v oice of thunder,^ for Ref orma-^ 

TION. 



Thirty-one years from the commencement of 
the fchifm, a general council was called, by the 
cardinals, to meet 2it Piia,^ where Innoce nt the fe- /4^^ . j, 
venth, and Benedid the thirteenth, w ere fummon- %,r^>i<^^' 
"cd to appear in perfon. Litde could it be expeft- c^£^a> /m^ 
ed that men of turbulent difpofitions, and accuf— vi^^^^ ^aa 
tomed to the charms of power, fliould willingly -.^i^/c^. 
confent to refign it. And thi? was the neceflary/^^ieV U^^ 
confequcnce of their fubmiffion. They therefore ^ ^q ^^ 
adopted the expedient of protefling againft the le- •, o /' 

gaKty of the aflembly, as deficient in many of the'*'**'^ "* 
neceffary formalities. But the cardinals, in defi-/2^^\ ^ 
ance of the papal mandate, entered immediately ^^^^^' 
upon 'bufinefs, and having declared them both,^^^^^^^ 
without any dillin<^on, to be guilty of contu- -^ • . ^ . 
tknacy, proceeded to depoie them, and to chufe ^ ^ 
'Alexander the fifth i n their place. Alexander was 
a perfon of the^meaneft extraction, and is faid eveji 
to have beep fupported bj charity, in hisearlieft 
youth. He owed his elevation entirely ^to4he ce^ 

^ lebrated 
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febrated cardinal Coffa, a man poflfeffed of bold 
and fplendid talents, and rifen, like Alexander, 
from an humble ftation. In the former part of 
his life, there is little doubt, that he exercife d the 
profeffion of a pirate^ w hich was certainly moje 
analogous to his natural charafter, than the Ro^ 
man purple^ 

Alexander had taken an oath, together with his 
colleagues in the facred college, not to fepatate be- 
fore a reform was efFeded. But no fooner had 
he obtained the envied dignity, than he Ibund a 
thoufand excufes for avoiding the iccomplifhment 
of his promife. Perceiving, however, that the 
. prelates were by no means fatisfied with his eva* 
five conduft, he thought it prudent to difmijls 
them for the prefent, having firft proroguedi the 
fynod to 141 2. Thus the only benefit which Eu- 
rope derived from this council, which has been 
called in derifion, the co nventicle of damns y w as the 
creation of a third pope. 

The fchifin was thus rendered wider than ever; 
On the death of Alexander, his former patron, 
cardinal Coffa, was raifed to the papal chair, under 
thi& title of John the twenty-third. Meaif\x*tile, 
Lapiiflaus, king of Naples, availing hinifelf -bf the 
' 'We4todfs<)f .the exifting government,, had made 
iiiiifelf, mailer of' Rome> Ancona,, and thb far 

„ greater 
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greater part of the ecclefiaftical ftate/ Th€ ferce^ 
which he employed in this expedition, was fo 
confiderable, that it would have been in vain for 
the pope to have attempted to oppofe it. Ladit 
laus was eminently endued with all thofe brilliant 
qualities, which conftitute the hero, and would^ 
in all probability, have reduced Italy once more 
under the dominion of a fingle mailer, had he not 
been arrefted, by the hand of death, in the midfl: 
of thofe fplendid plans of conqueft, which his 
youthful ambition had traced. Terrified at the 
2^roach of the conqueror, John fled to Bologna, 
excommunicated by the two rival pontiffs, unac* 
knowledged by the greater part of Europe, and 
unafli&cd by France, in whofe fuj^rt hifS chief 
hope was placed. In this ftate of defperation, he 
applied to Sigifmund for proteftioli, who imme- 
diately flew to his fuccor, with an alacrity, which 
did more credit to his zeal that to his prudence. 

Sigifmund, though dignified with the posnpODs 
tide' of emperor, was pofleffed in reality of but 
little power. But what he had, he was willing 
to employ in reftoring peace and unity, to the 
church. This ^Was ^ <^nty which he confidered 
to be impofed upon hini by hisJ elevated flation, 
JX was congenial to his natural- character, and m 
ibme meafure expected from him by the chrKtiaa^ 
world* Befides, in qualityof ptote^or of the holy 

, ic] fee, 
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fee, he poftefled, in fpiritual affairs^ a degree of in- 
fluenccy to which no othcf European potentate 
had any right to pretend. For though the aur 
thority of the emperors was entirely confined to 
Germany, and even there was greatly circum- 
fcribed, they had ever affumed the title of Kings 
oftbe Romans^ fince the days of Otho th^ Great. 

Sigifmund was equally in want both of men 
ajad of money. Yet no confideration could in- 
duce him to delay his journey to Italy. In hi^ 
pro^refs through Helvetia, he endeavored to pre*-, 
vail upon the Swifs to furnifli him with a rcini* 
forcement, that he might appear with a retinue 
more fuitable to his dignity, and Jiavc no thing to 
apprehend from the duke o f MUan^ with whom 
he was at that time upon very precarious terms. ^ 

Upon the demand being feparately made to the 
different cantons, no difiiculties were ftarted by 
any oi them. But a diet being fummoned, at 
Lucerne, to debate the queftion in a more regular 
way, a thoufand obftacles arofe. The folly and 
impolicy of facrificing their lives smd fortunes, in 
a conteft, where the. profperity and happinefi crff 
their own nation were to little concerned, could 
not fail of itriking a people, who were pcrfeft 
adepts in the fcience of political calculation. But 
while thefc confidcrationa. operated, with their 

't%A^t^f 0.^,^0/^ ^<?%^*-*^. 
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prbper eflFeft, upon the majority of the affembly, 
there were others who fupported a different opi- 
nion, and thought, that the honor of afliiling, in 
fo laudable an undertaking, might be regarded as 
a fufficient plea for deviating from the rigid rules 
of prudenqs. It was accordingly tefolved, that 
they fliould take Ho part whatever in their na- 
tional capacity, but fliould leave individuals at li* 
berty to follow their oWti inclinations* Sig^bCmund, 
having fettled this important point, and left pro- 
per perfons behind to lengage thofe who offered 
their fervicei^, continued his route to Bellinzona, 
where he was joined by a body of fixteen hundred 
mercenaries ; and fhortly after, by Wifcard, ba- 
ron of Raron, with one huiidred horfe, and fix 
hundred foot. But this incre^fe of numbers ferved 
only to render the emperor more fenfible of his 
want of money. For he was a perfed ftranger 
to thofe popular talents, which attach an army 
amidft the moft intolerable iardfhips, and en- 
gage them to undergo every fatigUe and priva- 
tion without a murmun Allured, however, by 
the profpeft of plunder, they followed the impe- 
rial ftandard to Trezzo, when, having difcovered 
that Sigifmund had already entered into a nego- 
dation with the duke of Milan, and difgufted at 
the haughty carriage of the German nobility, 
. they unanimoufly refolved not to be any longer 
Vol. IL' R the 
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the dupes of artifice, but quitted the emperor to 
a man, and returned to their native valleys. 

We have already been made acquainted with 
the refult of this expedition, and of the emperor's 
return through the canton of Berne. The magni- 
ficence, with which he was received in this latter 
city, is related by Muller^ with confiderable de- 
tail, from whom we fliall borrow t\t following' 
particulars. At a fmall diftance from the. town, 
he was met by a troop of five hundred youths, of 
the moft captivating figures ; none of whom ex- 
ceeded the age of fixtecn* They were crowned 
with wreaths of flowers, among which the impe- 
rial eagle was introduced with much ingenuity. 
At the head of this lovely proceffion, marched a 
boy of extreme beauty, who carried the ftand- 
ard of the holy empire. A train of priefts follow- 
ed, bearing crucifixes and tapers, and diftributing 
relics and indulgencies to all around them. No 
fooner were they arrived at the gates of Berne> 
than the avoyer prefented Sigifmund with the keys^ 
which he immediately returned, faying, " Take 
*' them, and keep them carefully. They can 
^* never be in better hands/* While he rode 
through the ftreets, a golden canopy was held 
over his head by the four bannerets. On either 
fide, the arcades were lined by the members of the 

' fenate^ 
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*fenate, and of the great counoil ; while the win- 
dows and balconies were crouded with fpedators 
of every rank and fex* The convent of the Domi- 
nicans was fclefted for his refidenc6, where a fpa- 
cious apartment had been prepared. The empe- 
ror's chamber was hung with filk, the floor being 
covered with ^ cloth of gold. Meanwhile, wine 
was diftributed in the greateft profufion to Sigif- 
mund's retinue ; and in order that no fenfe might 
remain ungratified, the moft beautiftll women had 
been collected from the neighboring towns^ whofe 
favors were venal, and who, like the hburis, in 
the Mahomedan paradife, welcomed the ftrangers 
with open arms. 

Sigifnmnd was fo enchanted with his reception, 
that he continued at Berne for three days, during 
which time the whole city pre&nted a fcene of the 
moft unbounded feftivtty, and licelitious mirth.- 
The people were tranfported to excefs with their 
royal gueft } for the emperor poffdTed in an emi^ 
nent degree all thofe leffer virtues, which capti-^ 
vate the multitude, and pafs with them for real 
greatnefs. His manners were engaging, though 
replete with dignity ; and fo cheap is popularity 
to perfons of cxdlted rank, that a fingle fmik is 
fometimes'fuflSicient to gain the hearts bS thou^ 
iands. 

R2 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Council of Conjlance — Abdication and Flight of the 
PopC'-^Frederic quits Conjiance^^h put under the 
Ban of the Empire — War againji AuJiria^'-^Fre'- 
deric fubmits — John depofed — Martin elefled"--^ 
The Council dijfolved' — John^Hufs and Jerome of 
Prague. 

A. h. 1415. 

THE pope, notwithftanding all the promife^ 
which he had made to the emperor, was 
extremely averfe to croffing the Alps. But his 
fears of Lsyiiflaus, and ftill more the confidence 
that he placed in the affurances of proteftion^ 
which he had received from the duke of Auftria, 
over-ruled his better judgment. Frederic met him 
at Trentj and in a few days not only gained his 
friendfliip, but obtained a compleat afcendancy 
over his mind^ He attended him during the reft 
of his journey^ and on the 28th ofAuguftthey 
entered Conftance together , followed by nine car*# 
dinals, a long train of prelates, and a body of fiaSt 
hundred horfe. 

Conftance 
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Conftance was, at that time, the refidence of 
many of the moft diftinguifhed perfonages in 
Chriftendom^ both for rank and learning. Empei- 
rors, kings, princes, republics, churches, and uni* 
verfities, were prefent, either perfonally or by 
their reprefentatives, and vied with each other iii 
the magnificence of their drefs, the number of 
their retinue, and the fplendor of their arms; while 
the moft celebrated of thfe European literati con- 
tended for the palm of eloquence, and afpired t6 
draw upon themfelves the admiration of the world, 
by the ftrength of their reafoning and the depth 
of their erudition. To thefe may be added im^ 
menfe crowds of fpeftators, who were attrafted 
either. by the novelty of the fcene, or the love of 
diffipation, and came to while away an irkfome ex- 
iftence, in a place, where every thing that was. 
great, knd every thing that was vicious, was con- 
centered as in one common focus. Artifts, me- 
chanics, and courtefans, flocked likewife from 
every country in Europe, to vend their refpeftive 
commodities; all of whom , particularly the latter, 
found abundant cuftomers, in an age, when tem- 
perance and chaftity were not among the meft 
confpicuous of the clerical virtues. 

Europe meanwhile waited in anxious expefta- 
tion of the great event. The wife and good of- 
fered xhtix moft fervent prayers to heaven fOr the 

R3 re- 
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y^-eftabHfliment of order and tranquillity, while 
the intriguing and the vicious were already occu-» 
pied in deviling fchemes to counterad every phn 
Df reform, in caft; the caufe of virtue fhould ulti, 
piately triumph, and an ecclefiaftical fynod, in con- 
tradidion to all former precedents, be productive 
i>{ any ainendjtpent in the difppline of the church;^ 

The firft bufinefs of the aflembly was to regu-s 
l^te the mode of yotiiig, which was an aflfair of 
xio trifling import. After a long and violent de- 
l>ate, it was finally fettled that the votes fliould be 
caltulalted by nations, and not by jnumbers. Of thefe 
there were five— France, England, Italy, Germany^ 
aiid Spain.* The papal party ftrenuoufly oppofed 
^is regulation ; as the ItaKan prelates being more 
numerous than thofe of all the other nations, 
taken cplledively, John had flattered himfdf, by 
his influence with them, to have dir<efted the pro- 
ceedings of the council, as beft fuited his interefted 
views, 

This was indeed a fatal blow to all his hopes j 
land a meflenger arriving at the fame moment tp 
announce the death of Ladiflaus, John began al- 

.. * We have included the Spaniards) though they did not at- 
tex^d at the beginninjg of the council, but joined it foi»c tiiue 
after. 

ready 
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ready fefioufly to repent his folly in having quitted 
Italy. He now perceived that his abdication was 
inevitable, and was already bufied in concerting 
means for his flight, fince he was. refolved to C3^ 
pofe himfelf to any rifle, rather than abandon his 
power. 

Frederic too was fenfibly mortified at the fupe- 
rior fplendor of Sigifmundj who appeaijed in all 
the majefly of imperial ftate, furrounded and ferv- 
ed by the greateft princes of the empire. He now 
curfed the hour, when he had imprudently fuffered 
his diminiflied ftar to come in contact with a lu- 
minary of fuch fuperior magnitude; Nor was the 
emperor difpleafed.at an opportunity of humbling 
a prince, whom, with fome degree of reafon, he 
looked upon as a rival. Having received the ho- 
mage of feveral perfons of inferior rank, he was 
particularly anxious to obtain this token of fub* 
miffion from fo powerful a fovereign as- the duke 
of Auftria. Frederic, being called upon, excufed 
himfelf, under pretence that it was a privilege of 
the houfe of Auftria, to have the inveftiture con- 
ferred upon them onhorfeback, within their own 
territory. From thefe trifling beginnings arofe a 
fpirit of perfonal animofity between thefe two 
princes, which was productive of the moft im- 
portant confequences, and had well nigh termi- 
nated in the ruin of the duke. 

R 4 Sigifmund 
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Sigifmund was highly offended at the duke*s re^ 
fu&l, which he confidered as a flight ; but at the 
fame time he was fo confcious of his own wcak- 
nefs, that he was obliged, for the prefent, to con- 
ceal his indignation. . But in order to be prepared 
for every event, he began fecretly to negociate 
with the Swifs, as the hereditary enemies of the 
houfe of Auftria; demanding from them a folemn 
promife, that they would niake common caufe 
with him, in cafe of a rupture. The Swifs were, 
however, too cautious to pledge thenifelves rafhly ; 
but reprefented, in terms of refped, that they had 
but lately renewed the truce with Frederic for 
fifty years, and that obligations of fuch a nature; 
were ever held facred by them. 

Frederic was fpeedily informed, by his fecret 
emiffaries, of the correfpondence, which was car- 
rying on, between Sigifmtind and the confede- 
rates : and though he was unable as yet to dif- 
cover how far the treaty had proceeded, yet he 
knew enough to be fatisfied, that he was himfelf 
the objeft againft which it was direfted. Upon 
this, he found it neceffary to affume a lefe 
haughty tone, and gave the moft pofitive aiTur- 
ances to the emperor, that he fliould receive 
ample fatisfadion in every particular; while at 
the fame time he made him the moft alluring of- 
fers, provided he would join in reducing the Swiis. 

Sigifmundji 
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Blgifmund, however, who looked upon the pro- 
pofal in no other light than as that of an artifice to 
gain time, and placed no confidence whatever in 
the promifes of his rival, took care to give private 
intimation to the confederates of every thing that 
paffed, hoping by this dilhonorable conduA to 
widen the breach between them and Frederic. But 
the attempt was ineffeftual. The cantons were put 
upon their guard, but ftill perfevered in the fyftcm 
of neutrality which they had fo prudently adopted. 

Meanwhile, the affembled prelates demanded, 
in pofitive terms, the abdication of the pope. 
John, who probably thought that an apparent 
compliance might conduce to facilitate his efcape, 
replied with well-diffembled moderation, ** that he 
^^ Jhould at all times be ready to facrifice hinifelf for 
^' the interejls of religion ;'* and appearing in the 
midft of the council, he went through the painful 
ceremony with ^ degree of dignity and felf-com- 
mand, which produced a wonderful efFeft upon 
the minds of the fpedators. Struck with the 
awful fpeftacle, Sigifmund immediately laid afide 
his crown, and kneeling down with demonftra- 
tions of the profoundeft refpeft, kiffed the pon- 
tift's feet. Upon this the patriarch of Antioch 
arofe, and in an energetic fpeech, communicated 
to him the thanks of the affembly, for fo glorious 
an inftance of fdf-devotion^ 

The 
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The whole, however, of this impofing fcen<i, 
was at beft but a well acled farce ; which was 
jperformed by the fucceffor of St. Peter, in order 
more fully to difguife his real intentions. For 
taking advantage of the confufion of a tourna* 
nlent which was celebrated by Frederic for that 
purpofe, he fled in the difguife of a poflillion, and 
reached ShafFhaufen undifcovered ; where he was 
joined, in a few days, by the duke of Auftria. 

, No fooner was the pope's flight made public, 
than the city of Confl:ance became a fcene of tu^^ 
mult and confternation. Apprehenfive fdr their 
o^vh fafety, the Italian prelates thought no longer 
of any thing but of faving themfelyes from the 
•indignation of an incenfed populace, and efcaped 
under a variety of difguifes ; while the people ran, 
with turbulent fury to the palace, which had 
lately been inhabited by the pontiff*, and would in 
a few moments have defl:royed whatever they 
could find, had they not been prevented by the 
timely interference of the magiftrates, 

In this ftrange dilemma the fenate was infliantly 
' convened ; and after much deliberation it was re-» 
folved, that three cardinals fliould be deputed to 
the pope, to prevail upon him, if poflible, to re-? 
turn. John received them in the mofl: gracious 
manner, and requefl:ed them to inform the council, 

<'that 
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♦* that tke ill ftate of his health required change 
<* of air, and that this was the fole caufe of his 
^^ removal/* But in a private letter to fome of 
his confidential friends, he expreffed himfelf in 
different terms, and ftated, that apprehenfions for 
the fafety of his perfon, which was far from fe- 
cure, fo long as he remained in the power of Sigif- 
mund, had induced him to take this precipitate 
ftep, 

Upon the return of the cardinals, it was de- 
bated, in a very numerous fitting, what meafures 
it would be proper to purfue ; when the majority 
agreed in opinion, that notwithftanding the late 
^ents, the prefint ajfembly was a perfect reprefenta^ 
fion of the churchy and ought -not 'to feparate till ifs 
unity was ejiablijhed^ and a compleat reform effedled. 
They further declared, that perfons of all defcrip* 
iions were bound to obey ifs decifions in fpiritual af^ 
fairs \ and that yohn^ by withdrazving himfelf clan'- 
deflinely from Cof^flance^ had laid, himfelf open to U 
jfufpicion of herefy. 

At the fame time, Sigifmund, who plainly per- 
peived all the advantage which he might derive 
from tha imprudent conduft of his rival, refolved 
to make the moft of his fituation. With the con- 
currence of many of the German princes, a depu- 
tation was fent to Frederic, requiring his imme- 
diate 
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dia^e attendance, and threatening him, in cafe 
of difobedience, with the confifcation of all his 
territories. The duke, who was well aware how 
little favor he could expect from an affembly, 
the greater part of whom were blindly devoted 
to his enemy, refufed to comply with the fum^ 
mon^. He was accordingly declared to be guilty 
of rebellion, and put under the imperial ban; 
while the council, in their fpiritual capacity, pro- 
nounced fentence of excommunication ; annulling 
exprefsly all treaties and alliances of whatever de-. 
fcription, abfolving his fubjecls from their oath 
of allegiance, and offering compkat abfolution to 
all perfons who would aflift in the holy work, of 
giving full execution to the edict, by invading any 
part of his dominions. 

Whether they were actuated by motives of fun 
perftition or of intereft, it wpi\ld be now 2, wafte 
of time to enquire. But whatever was the prin- 
ciple, a large body of the nobility, who had be* 
fore been devoted to the houfe of Auftria, now 
took arms for its deftruction.* 

But the principal dependance of Sigifinund was 
placed in the co-operation of the Helvetic cantons,^ 

* The counts of Nellcnburg, Montford, Lupfen, and Tpg- 
gcnburg, were among the number. 

whom 
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whom he exhorted in the liibft energetic terms, , 
not to lofe fo fair an opportunity of humbling 
their hereditary foe, by joining in a league, the 
avowed purpofe of which was to make war upon 
the houfe of Auftria. However, to his extreme 
furprize and mortification, he ftill found them 
averfe to the propofal* The excufe, they employed 
was, indeed, a plaufible one— a regard for cxifting 
treaties. But if we may be allowed to penetrate ' 
their fecret motives, this cautious conduft more 
probably arofe from the fear of committing them- 
felves rafhly, and the defire of previoufly afcer- 
taining what party declared for the duke, before 
they ventured to enter the lifts. 

Of all the Helvetic confederates, the republic of 
Berne alone Ihewed no difinclination to partake in 
the fpoils of plundered Auftria. 

John, who was minutely informed, by his pri- 
vate agents, of all that was tranfefting, thought it 
would be imprudent to remain any longer in the 
vicinity of Conftance, but removed^ firft to Lauf- 
fenburg, and then to Friburg in the Brifgau; 
wherie he publiflied a manifefto, ftating that his 
refignation had been the effeft of compulfion, and 
that in confequence it muft be regarded as null. 
Meanwhile, Frederic was reduced tp a fituation 
little ihort of defperation, and had nothing to de-» 

pend 
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pcnd upon but the fidelity of his fubjefts, and the 
interpofition of fome powerful friends, who ftill 
adhered to him in his diftrefs* 

Every thing being prepared for war, the bur-^ . 
grave of Nuremberg affumed the command of the 
imperial army, and advanced into the Thurgau, 
where he was met by deputies from moft of the 
Auftrian towns, with oflFers of fubmiflion. Even 
ShaflFhaufen opened it's gates, and as a reward for_ 
this aft of difloyalty, was immediately rcftored to 
the dignity of an imperial city. So great, indeed, 
was the prevalence of the ecclefiaftical influence, 
or fuch the unpopularity of the houfe of Auftria, 
that the troops advanced without the fmalleft op- 
pofition. 

The Swifs had hitherto kept aloof, waiting ia 
anxious expectation for the event. But finding 
themfelves menaced with the indignation of the 
council, in cafe they fliould perfift in keeping upoir 
terms of amity with an excommunicated prince^ 
the refohition of the majority began at length to 
waver. And having weighed on the one hand 
the advantages which were oflfered them by the 
imperial party, and on the other the inconve-' 
niences to which they flxould be cxpofed by ad* 
hering faithfully to their engagements, the ba- 
lance at length inclined on. the fide of intereft. 

All 
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All punftilious fcruples were forgotten, and their 
views and efforts entirely directed to the future 
aggrandifement of Helvetia. 

The Berners, whofe eyes 4iad been long fixed 
upon the Argau, with all the eagernefs of a de- 
vouring ambition, were the firft to take the fields 
and commenced hoftilities by the fiege of Zofin* 
gen, before the other cantons were prepared. The 
reft of the confederates had agreed to carry on 
the war in common^ and to divide the fpoil be- 
tween them at the conclufion of the campaign, 
but the objeft of Berne was evidently of a diflferent 
nature. This ambitious republic aimed at aQing 
an independant part, and feemed determined to 
direct her operations as her own private intereft, 
not as the general good, required. 

. The oftenfible objeft of the war, indeed, accord- 
ing to the repeated declarations of all parties, was 
merely to reduce the duke of Auftria to fuch ex- 
tremities, that he fliould be oyigcd to make 
ample fatisfaftion for his paft imprudence^ and 
conduct himfelf in future as became a dutiful fon 
' to fo indulgent a mother as the church. But 
whatever may have been the charafter which 
they found it convenient to affume, the deception 
was too grofs to impofe upon any thing but cre- 
dulity and ignorance. The ilighteft knowledge. 

' *of 



tsB ifiiiSTdRY OF trtfi 

of huihan nature was fufBcient to difcover ^ that 
in this, as in all fimilar engagements, inter^ 
was the great, the mafter-fpring, which put the 
whole body in motion. In private life individuals 
are Capable of performing the liobleft deeds from 
the nobleft motives ; but when adling in an aggre*^ 
gate body, their views are lefs pure, and t he glory 
and aggrandifement of the nation are ufiially re- 
garded as a fufficlent^excufe for treacEery, 'baJe» 
nefs, or breach of faitju ' 

Precarious as was the fituation to which Frd» 
deric now found himfelf reduced, that of his fub* 
jeds was fcarcely lefs criticalk Affailed on every 
fide by a powerful coalition^ they had neither the 
mearts of concerting one common plan of defence, 
nor of learning the wifhes and intentions of their 
fovereign. Meanwhile, the fiege of Zofingen 
was carried On with aftivity by the Berners, 
who were defirous of making themfelves matters 
of that important place before they could be 
joined by the reft of the confederates. Their 
eagernefs to effeft. this point was a favorable cir- 
cumftance for the garrifon, as it induced the be- 
fiegers to accede to every demand that was made j 
fo that the burghers not only obtained a compleat 
ratification of all the privileges which they had en- 
joyed under the dominion of the houfe of Auftria, 
but acquired a variety of additional franchifes, 
' which 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 2$J 

which it would have been in vain to fiave expeft- 
ed from an arbitrary government. 

Proceeding with uninterrupted fuccefs, the arms 
of Berne were every where triumphant. Arberg, 
Aran, Bruck, and Lenzburg, opened their gates 
without refiftance. Even Hapfburg itfeliF — ^HapC 
burg, the hereditary feat of Auftrian greatnefs, 
fubmitted to the yidorious republic, and was for 
ever loft to the fucceffors of Rodolphus. 

Though the example of Berne could not fail to 
operate as a ftrong temptation to the reft of the 
confederates, and had indeed induced the greater 
part of them to take an adive part in the war, the 
Zurickers were ftill defirous of preferving appear- 
ances. Upon receiving a more urgent fummons 
from the emperor to join t|ie league without fur- 
ther delay, they reprefented ,to him, in the moft 
refpeftful language, the fcruples which they ftill 
entertained, and huinbly fupplicated him, in cafe 
it was his determination to admit of no excufe, to 
publifh fuch a refcript, as might juftify them in 
the eyes of the world for this apparent breach of 
public faith. At the fame time, they requefted 
that he would confult the different ftatcs of the 
empire, and tlie moft eminent civilians, with re- 
fpefi: to the legality of fuch a proceeding. Sigif- 
mund, who readily perceived that there was morq 

VoL.IL S cafuiftry 
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cafuiftry than real honefly, in this cautious con^ 
duft, no fopner received the application, than he 
fent back the following declaration, which was 
publicly read at a diet at Schweitz. 

^' The eleftors and princes of the Roman em- 
** pire, both ecclefiaftical and fecular, together 
** with the ambafladors of the kings of England, 
*^ Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Poland, and Bo- 
" hernia, having taken into ferious confideration 
" the treaty, which aftually fubfifts between the 
*' Helvetic republics and Frederic duke of Auftria, 
*' are unanimoufly of opinion^ that the Swi/sy as 
" members of the Germanic body^ are bound in duty to 
*' afford every pofftble aid to the emperor y their obliga* 
** tions to the empire^ and to the churchy being para- 
** mount to e%ery other engagement. And in confe- 
" quence of their prompt obedience, the emperor 
<* confents to grant to the Helvetic body^ nvhatever ter- 
** riiories they may conquer from the duke of Auflria^ 
** to hold as fiefs of the empire. ^^ 

Sigifmund, at the fame time, addreffed a partial 
ordinance to the four foreft cantons, including 
Zug and Claris ; ftating, *^ that as Frederic, com-v 
** monly csdled duke of Auftria, laid claim to va- 
" rious jurifdiftions and revenues, within their re- 
** fpecHve territories, they were prohibited, un- 
" der the fevereft penalties, from allowing him to 

levy 
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•' levy contributions, or from afibrding him any 
" feudal fkrvicc^jjince he had forfeited every right td 
** thefe^ by his contumacies behaviour towards the 
** Roman empire.** 

The confederates, whofe fcruples were now' 
compleatly lulled by the foothing profpeft of gsun, 
determined unanimoufly upon war, with the fingle 
exception of the canton of Uri : for thefc honefl: 
people coiild riot be perfuaded that there exifted 
any power on earth, which was capable of recon- 
ciling the vidation of oaths. No remonftrances, 
however, were any longer attended to. The ban- 
ner was diljplayed, and they took the field. 

Every thing now fucceeded to their wiflies. 
In a few weeks, the Lucemers made themfelves 
matters of Surfce, with the three bailiwics of Ri- 
chenfee, Meyenberg, and Vilmeringen. The Zu- 
rickers, on thdr part, were no lefe fuccefeful. 
After taking Mellingen and Bremgarten, they 
united their troops with thofe of the other confe- 
derates, and fat down before Baden. The con- 
queft of this place was of the utmoft confequence 
to Zuric, but tl>e fiege was attended with confider- 
able difficulties, both on account of the ftrength 
of the caftle, and the numbers of the garrifon. 
In confequence of thefe confiderations, application 
was made to Berne for affiftance, as the confede- 

S 2 x:ate3 
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rates were anxious to make the moft of their 
time, forefeeing that a reconciliation, between the 
contending parties, would at once deprive them 
of every hope of fuccefs. 

. Frederic, notwithftanding the pecuniary fup- 
plies with which he was furnilhed by the pope, 
who had taken the precaution to fecure the l^rge 
treafures which he had brought from Italy^ faw 
no profpecl of being able to continue- the con- 
teft either with credit or advantage. Having 
confulted with his few remaining friends, he 
was advifed by them to throw himfelf upom the 
mercy of his rival. A ftep, like this, was a fevere 
mortification; and he for a long time debated 
whether he Ihould brave the ftorm, and put him- 
felf at the head of the brave Tyrolefe, upon whofc 
fidelity and courage he could rely, or gratify the 
pride of Sigifmund by his fubmiffion. The latter 
plan was warmly recommended by the duke of 
Bavaria, a good-natured, well-meaning man, who, 
provided he could make up a quarrel, was indif- 
ferent to the means by which it was effected. His 
arguments at length prevailed, and Frederic pre- 
pared for the humiliating fcene. 

On the day appointed for his appearance at 
Conftance, Sigifmund, in order to render his tri- 
umph more compleat, invited the moft diftin- 

guifhed 
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guifced perfonages, who attended the council, to 
be prefent at this extraordinary fpeftacle. A large 
and fpacious hall was chofen for the ceremony } 
and Sigifinund, the more fully to enjoy his ri- 
val's contufion, placed himfelf at the greateft pof- 
fible diftance from the entry, Frederic at length 
appeared. He was fupported by the duke of Ba- 
varia and the eleftor of Brandenburg, each of 
whom held him by the arm. Having knelt three 
times in tdken of his fubmiffion, Sigilmund dd* 
drefled himfelf to the duke, and aiked, in a loud 
and peremptory tone, ** What is your wifh?*' 
To this the duke of Bavaria replied, " Mighty 
*^ king — my coufin, Frederic, duke of Auftria, is 
*^ here. At his earneft requeft, I entreat your 
*' majefty to pardon every offence which he may 
** have committed, either againft ypur facred |fcr-^ 
** fon, or the venerable council affembled here. 
" Moft willingly does he refign himfelf, and all 
" his poffeffions, to your difpofal, placing an un- 
'* bounded confidence in your mercy. At the 
**^ fame time, he declares himfelf ready to bring 
<* back the pope, provided he receives your royal 
" word, that his perfon and property fliall be re- 
" fpeded.** Upon this, the emperor, raifing his 
voice, demanded, " Will duke Frederic himfelf 
*' confirm this promife ?" " I will," anfwered the 
duke, in accents fcarcely articulate, " and do im- 
V plore your clemency." The mdatichply tone in 
- ' S3 whic|j 
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^ which he uttered this fliort and broken ff ntence, 
perced to the very heart of Sigifinund, who re* 
plied immediately, *' It is, indeed, moft affifting 
** to u$, that you fliould ever have needed it!" ^ 

Upon this, the duke took the oath of all^iance^ 
and fiirrendered all his poffeffions into the hands 
of Si^mundj with the exprefs declaration, that 
he would be contented to receive back fuck parts 
only, as the emperor might be pleafed, ia his. 
bounty, to beftow. 

The ceremony bdng now concluded, Sigifinund 
turnii^ to the Italian prelates, with an air of tri- 
lunph, addrefled them in the following words : 
** Yc know, reverend fathers, from experience, 
** the power and confequence of the houfe of 
*^ AuAria* Let the fccne, to which ye have juft 
** been witnefles, teach ye what an emperor of 
*^ Germany can eflFeft !" 

Si^fmund, whofe vanity was not yet fatisfied, 
gave immediate diredions to his troops to take 
poffeffion of the dominions which Frederic had 
furrendered. The order was executed without 
delay. But upon their preparing to enter the 
Tyrol, they found that duke Ernefty Frederic's 
brother, had put Imnfelf in fuch a pofture of de* 
fcncc^ that the attempt wpuld be attended with 

.the 
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the moft imminent danger : fo that proved was 
in confequence abandoned. 

The difpute with the duke of Auftria being at 
length terminated, the attention of the council 
was now direfted towards the pope; and the elec- 
tor of Brandenburg received pofitive direftionsto 
bring him back, either by iiltreaty or by force* 
Forfaken by all, and left without a fingle friend 
to whom he could commimicate his forrows, 
John fufFered himfelf, without the leaft refiftance, 
to be conducted to a fortrels in the vicinity of 
Conftance. But the fituation to which he was 
now reduced was fufficient to excite the commife* 
ration even of his moil inveterate foes. All re^ 
gard for the dignity of his perfon was laid afide ; 
his faults alone were remembered. Even the vice$ ' 
of his earlieft youth were now brought forward, 
and painted in the blackeft colors that malevolence 
could give them. But this, indeed, was an un- 
neceflary precaution, for they required no exag- 
geratiqn to render his chara^r odious. 

1 41 6. On the twenty-ninth of May the coun- 
cil proceeded to pafs fentence upon the univer£d 
fovereign of the chriflian world. He was declared 
guilty of fimony— -of having lavifhed the reve- 
nues of the church for the gratification of his 
Qwn inordinsUie paffions ; and finally, of having 

S 4 • offended 
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offended the pious by the fliameful publicity of 
his vices. In confequence of which, it was unani* 
moufly refolved, that he was unworthy any longer 
to fill the elevated ftation to which he had been in* 
advertently raifed. 

This refolution was no fooner taken, than a de- 
putation of cardinals was commiffioned to wait 
upon Johuj^ and to communicate to him the de- 
cifion of the council.^ Convinced that oppofltion 
could no longer avail, the degraded pontiff re- 
ceived them with apparent cheerfulnefs and be- 
nignity; and making a virtue of neceflity, ac- 
knowledged, in prefence of feveral notaries, that 
with his own confent and approbation, he gave 
up every claim to his former dignity. But his 
kfiown duplicity having deprived him of all pre- 
tenfions to credibility, he was delivered into the 
cuftody of the eleftor Palatine, by whom he was 
confined in the cattle of Heidelberg. There he 
remained till -the year 141 8, when upon paying 
a confiderable ranfom, he was fet at liberty, with 
the confent of Martin, who then filled the papal 
chair. No fooner had he recovered his freedom, 
than he battened to Florence, and threw himfelf 
at the feet of Martin, who immediately conferred 
upon him the dignity of cardinal and the bifliop- 
rick of Frefcati; neither of which he long enjoyed. 
Ilis conttitu^ion, already, broken by the irregu- 
larities 
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k'rities of his youth, was litde calculated to ilrug;^ 
againft the ftorms to which his maturer zg^ waf 
cxpofed. 

Meanwhile the fiege of Baden was carried xm 
with the greateft vigor. The befi^gers had already 
fucceeded in making a breach in the walls with 
their artillery, and had cut oflF the water froih the 
mills, when the town furrendered, upon condition 
that the confederates fliould reftore it, in cafe 
they fliould fail in their attack upon the cattle. 
The Swifs, however, were no fooner informed of 
the reconciliation that had taken place between 
Frederic and Sigifmund, than they fedoubled their 
efforts. Additional cannon were brought from 
Zurlc and Lucerne, by the afliftance of which a 
t)raaicable breach was efiefted, when an aflauk 
was determined upon. Both parties now dilplayed 
the moft heroic valor; yet after a day of vigorous 
'exertions, little ground was gained. The garrifon, 
however, had fuftered fo feverely, that they offered 
to capitulate; and the befiegers were fo eager to 
get poffeflion of the fortrefs, that few diificultie* 
occurred in arranging the conditions. After a 
fliort negociation, it was agreed that all hoftilitics 
fliould ceafe, and the place be given up, if not re* 
lieved within, eight days. 

The 
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The fiifpicions entertained by the confederates 
vitb relpeft to the emperor's intentions, were 
jxowr complcatly verified : for no fooner had he 
Tbduced the duke of Auftria to a ftate of vaflalage, 
titan he fent orders to the Swifs to defift from all 
further a£b of hoftility. But finding tliat his in- 
junftiosis were difiregarded, and that they were re- 
fidved to keep po&flion of Baden^ he deputed the 
counts of Toggenburg and Neuchatel to fummon 
them to c^ver it up, as a fief of the Roman em- 
pirei. But upon their approach to the town, they, 
to their great aflonifhment, beheld the cafile in 
flames, the confederates having refolved upon this 
^orifice, as the only expedient by which they 
could avoid a rupture witli Sigifmund* The im- 
perial delegates, highly incenfed at this aft of fe- 
rocity, complained in bitter terms of their diliv. 
bedience; while the Swifs alleged in their juftifi- 
cation, that the hoftile meafures purfued by Frc^ 
deric, fince his reconciliation with the emperor, 
hzd forced th,em to commit an action moft repug- 
nant to their natural feelings, but which was fully 
authorifed by the laws of war, and by every prin^ 
ciple of felf-defence. 

Nothing now remained for the confederates 
but to divide the fpoil. For this purpofe a diet 
was held at Zuric, when it was determined that 

Bernq 
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Bariie fhovld retain po&ffion of all ihehadao 
<)uired in the Argau — ^that Lucerne ihould ke^ 
Surfee, and Zuric Knonau ; but that the remain- 
ing conquefts, which were fituated upon the banks 
of the Reuis, jhould be fubje£b, in comnK)n, to 
fix cantons.* The deputies of Uri protefted, ia 
the moft cnetgetic terms, againft the whole trant 
a£tion, which they confidered as highly difgrace- 
ful to the Helvetic people. 3During- the heat of 
the debate, one of them addreffed the affembly ia 
the fcdlowing words, which would have done ho* 
nor to a Roman, in th^ proudefl days of repub* 
lican virtue. " We ought to recoUeft, my friends, 
*^ that the war, in which we have engaged, arolk 
** not from any quarrel of our own. No, it was 
** ni the caufe of religion thsit we fought. Can it i 
" then be confiftent with the ftriil: prlncipjes of \ 
*' equity, for us to appropriate, to our own ufe, 
^* the fpoUs of a fovereign, from whom we have 
^* received no recent injury? and this during the 
^^exiftence of a fifty years truce. Whatever wc 
V have conquered, we are bound in honor to re- / 
** ftore to Sigifmund, that he may thus have it ia 
** his power to do juftice to an oppreft and un* 
** happy prince. This is our advice. It is die- 



♦ Ztirie» Lucerne, Schweitz, Unterwal<lcn,'Zug and Claris; 
for Berne was left out, on account of the acquifitions whicK 



ihe had made in the Argau> 
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•* fated by hearts unfeduced by views of interefl:, 
^ and which value glory beyond all the treafures 
^ o£ the earth. But fliould it unhappily produce 
^ no efieft upon your minds, it is our decided re- 
^ jfolution to take no fhare in the jdunder ; for 
^ our fathers taught us that honefty was the moft 
•^enviable of all worldly poffeffions; and while 
^ we live, we will obferve the precept with fide- 
•^ lity/* The plain language of truth was bo 
longer calculated for the ears of the confederates, 
and was productive of no good eflfeft. Thcjnte- 
grity of the Urners was ridicul ed as a weaknefe 
^ unworthy ftatc fmcn ; and is^n trath^ a w^afc^ 
^jI^ of which they are feldom guilty. 

Such were the advantages which the Helvetic 
Tepablics derived from the council of Conftance. 
In a few weeks, with little rifk, and fcarce any lols, 
they tore from the houfe of Auftria, a very confi- 
derafcle part of it*s hereditary poiTeflions. Nothing 
appeared now to be wanting but a legal title, and 
for the acquifition of that they trufted to the ne- ' 
ceffities of Sigifmund. At firft, indeed, he thought? 
it requifite to make Ibme demonftrations of reco- 
vering the difputed territory by force of arms. 
But this was merely to preferve appearances ; for 
he was too well acquainted with the charafter of 
the Swifs, to believe the undertaking prafticabfe. 
lU' a litde time, therefore, a fecret treaty was fet 

on 
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OH foot, and an arrangement, Ihortly after, took y 
place, by which the emperor facrificed the interdb 
of the houfe of Auflria to his own immediate ne^ 

ceffities.* 

< 

Every thing had fucceeded fo entirely to Si^t 
mund's wifhes, that after the refignation of Gre - ^^ 
gory th e twelfth^ he undertook a journey into ^^V^^/^^ 
Spain, flattering himfelf, that the perfonal apjdi- 
cation of fo diftinguiflied a character would ealihjr 
get the better of tjj^jjjjtjjfefted fcruples of Bene- 
did the thirteenth, who was now the only re- 
maining pontiflF, and had retired to Perpignan to 
avoid compulfion. But he foon experienced, to 
his extreme fiirprize and mortification, that there 
were obflacles which were unfurnxoimtable even 
by tiie all-powerful fuggeftions of imperial elo- 
quence. For Benedict was peremptory in his rc- 
fiifal tp abdicate, and fupported his pretenfions 
with infinite addrefs and plaufibility. The em- 
peror, however, fo far carried his point, that Fer- 
dinand, king of Arragon, who had hitherto fiip- 
ported Benedift in .all his vain pretenfions to 

* The republic of Berne paid 5,000 florins for the prefer- 
vation pf their conquefts, and the other cantons 4,500 only. 
llie latter grant was, however, accompanied with a provifo, 
that might at any time be refumed by the Auftrian family, * 
»pon the repayment of the original fum, with the addition of 
iJj^OOO florins fpr the expences of the war. 

power. 
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power, began at length to open his eyes to the 
indecent obftinacy of a man, whofe conduct he 
had hitherto viewed in a very different light. Fer- 
dinand having now withdrawn his proteftion, the 
council proceeded to pais fentence* And having 
declared him guilty of contumacy, herefy, and 
whatever elfe was moft heinous in the eftimation 
of church-men> he was formally depofed. 

1417. Sigifmund, who could not yet prevail 
\ipon himfelf to forego the #ingenerous gratifica* 
tion of a rival^s humiliation, at his departure for 
Spain, left Frederic under a guard at Conftance* 
But the duke's patience began now to be com- 
pletely cxhaufted, by the continual indignities to 
which he was cxpofed. Frefli accufations were 
brought againft him every day, for paft mifcon- 
dud, to which he was obliged to anfwei* before 
judges, who were entirely devoted to the emperor. 
Among others, the biihop of Trent complained, 
in the bittereft terms, of the cruel treatment he 
had received from the duke, who had not only 
made war upon him without the fmalleft provo* 
cation, but had kept him in clofe confinement, 
contrary to every principle of juflice. Upon this 
the holy fathers, whom we may reafonably fufpeft 
of fome partiality in favor of an ecclefiaftical 
prince,, iffiied a thundering decree, menacing the 
unfortunjjite duke with the fcvcreft penalties, un- 

lefe 
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Ittk lie made inftant reparation to the offended 
prelate. But' Frederic was not of a difpofition to 
fubmit, for any length of time, to fuch injurious 
treatment* His temper was naturally irritable;, 
and misfortunes had now rendered him fufpidou& 
^ven the generous condud of his brother, in arm- 
ing the Tyrrfbfe for his defence, was now regard- 
ed with a jealous €ye. For he had been betrayed 
by to many of his friends, that he could no Icnger 
confide in man. Unable to fupport his pre&x^ 
flate of degradation, and defirous more nearly to 
invefligate the meafiires which had beai adopted 
by Erneft, he fecretly efcaped from Conflancc, 
and thus expofed himfelf a fecond time to the im- 
jperial hap. Nor was it till after the return of Si- 
gifinund, and the eledion of a new pope, that 
tapcm a repetidon of the former fcene, he wastHicc 
more reinftated in the full jpoflellion of. his iieredi- 
tary dominions. 

Sigifinund, upon his return from Spain^ was 
welcomed witji the livelieft joy, and the moft pro- 
found refpeA. The part, which he had hitherto 
al^ed, was highly gratifying to the vanity icrfa 
man, w^ho placed his whole happinefs in e2d:emal 
objefts. He had, however, perfuaded himfdf that 
one thing i^ic^re was wanting to compleat his glory 
— ^viz. a reform in the difcipline of the church : and 
he now turned his thoughts entirely to the accom- 

pliihment 
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plifliment of this important point. But thfc far 
greater number of the members of the council 
were too deeply interefted in defeating the pro- 
jeft, to enter upon it with honeft zeal* So that 
whenever the emperor recommended it to their; 
confideration, they conftantly found means of 
evading the fubjeft, by urging the necefSty of firft 
terminating the more important bufinefs of eleft- 
ing a pope. While Sigifmund, on his part^ in- 
fifted, that the reform ought to precede the elec- 
tion ; an opinion in which he was fupported by: 
2II the Germanic body. The difpute was carried 
on, for fome time, livith the greateft acrimony, 
but the refult proved finally fuchj^^ as might na-. 
turally be expected in a conteft, whei:e intereft 
was gppofed to reafon. For the former will 
ever exert a degree of energy and perfeverance, 

which muft eventually defeat the lefs adive 
1418. operations of the latter. Otho Colonna 

was in confequence raifed to the vacant ' 
diair, and affumed the name of Martin the fifth. 

Experience now fiiewed that the partifans of 
reform had not been miftaken in their conjectures. 
For though feveral principles had been previoufly 
adopted, as the bafis on which they were to pro- 
ceed,^ the cardinals had no fooner carried their fa- 
vorite point, than frelh obftacles were fuggefted 
every day* It is true, that fome loofe, and unik- 

tistactory 
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tisfaclory regulations were made; but this was 
done merely to iave appearances, as they related 
only to objeds which were in themfelves trifling, 
while thofe of real importance were left untouch- 
ed, or referred to the difcufiion of a future coun- 
cil, which the new pope appointed to meet at Pa- 
via. After this he difmifled the aflembly, on the 
20th of April, 141 8, having firft loaded the fathers 
with praifes and benediftions, for the many emi- 
nent fervices that they had rendered to the chrif- 
tian world, of which the moft confiderable was his 
own cleftio n>. 

Could any additional proof be wanting to dew 
how far the fpirit of intrigue, and intereft pre- 
vailed over every other coniideratioh, in directing 
the proceedings of this celebrated fynod, we need 
only recal our reader's attention to the melan- 
choly fate of John Hufe, and Jerome of Prague ^ 
the detail of which we have purpofely referved 
for the prefent moment, though they fell a facri- 
fice to the violence of religious zeal, at an eaj4y 
period of the council. 

No fooner had Wickliffe's opinions found their 
way into the univerfities of Germany, than new 
lights burft at once upon the homan intelled, and 
*gave birth to a fpirit of inveftigation, which, 

Vol. IL T when 
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when judicioufly directed, will ever be prodtt^-* 
tive of effential bene^t to the caxife of rdigion^ 
His writings became an objed of too general ftudy 
and curiofity, to efcape the obfervation of Hxifs. 
Prompted by the love of truth, this pious and 
learned divine devoured them with avidity. The 
bold ftyle of reafoning which WicklifFe employed, 
was congenial to his own fentiments, and in a 
fliort time fo entirely engaged his thoughts, that 
he could difcourfe upon no other fubjeft. 

Hufs was eminently diftinguiflied both for the 
depth of his erudition, and the purity of his moral 
character. Indeed, the energy with which he de- 
fended the caufe of morality, feems fometimes to 
have bordered upon imprudence, and to have in- 
duced him, in the vehemence of his zeal, to pay 
too little regard to the rank and quality of the 
perfon, againft whom his cenfures were directed. 
But the integrity of his views had in general 
pleaded his excufe, though the virulence of his 
language, in fome cafes, appears to have drkwa 
upon him the refentment of men, who, from 
their fituation in life, were formidable opponents. 
Some reforms, too, which had taken place with 
refpeft to the eleftion of profeffors, and which 
were afcribed wholly to his infiuetu:e, added'con- 
fideraHy to the number bf his enemies^ 
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ITo fooner, therefore, did he venture publicly to 
profefs opinions, which the blindnefs of the age 
iiad termed heretical, than he was accufed before 
the archbifhop of Prague, who, as a prelude to 
this decifive meafure, had been prevailed upon to 
condemn WicklifFe*s principles, as contrary to the 
eftabliflied doftrines of the church. This prema« 
ture fentence was in fad a fevere cenfure uport 
moft of the Bohemian profeffors, who had pretty 
generally embraced thofe tenets ; and who now 
began openly to tax the metropolitan with partia- 
lity and injuftice, for having condemned the ar- 
ticles in a coUeftive body, without any previous 
examination into their refpeftive merits. 

Hufs, however, eafily difcovered that thefe hof- 
tile proceedings were levelled chiefly againft him- 
felf, and that Wickliffe's name had been brought 
forward for no othef purpofe except to cover their 
real intentions. But as he was known to poffefs 
cohfiderable credit with Wenceflaus, by whofe pa- 
tronage he was fliortly after raifed to the impor- 
tant poft of ReSiory his adverfaries dropped the 
profecution, convinced that the moment was un- 
favorable for the execution of their fecrct plan^* 

Such was the ftate of things at Prague, when a 
council aflembled at Pife, for the exprefs purpofe 
of terminating all the diforders of the church. 

T 2 Hufs 
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Hufs and his party, upon this occafion, following 
the example of the univerfity of Paris, decbred 
in favor of the council, while the archbifliop as 
warmly efpoufed the caufe of Gregory the twelfth* 
This difference of fentiment, upon fo effential st 
point, re*kindled the dormant flame, Huls was 
again attacked for the fingularity of his tenets, 
while he retorted in vague and general declama- 
tions againft the honors and dignities of the 
church. But the current of popular opinion ran 
ftronglyin favor oixhtn^w doftrines. The ne- 
ceflity of a reform was infilled upon, by all ranks 
of people, who were not interefted in the abufes 
which prevailed. Even the lower orders of the 
clergy were hurried away by the current, and re- 
echoed the fame inveftives from their pulpits. The 
avarice, the intempe rance , the diflblute practices 
of the ecdefialtics, were every where a fubjeO: of 
fatire an d complaints ^->^^ ^c/r^ JcstlLL , \%TlS\ 

While the public mind was univerfally agitated 
by difcuffions of this nature, it is no wonder that 
Hufs was liftened to with attention and applaufe. 
Oppofition gave frefli energy to his charader, and 
he now ventured publicly to affert, that the laity 
would be au t horifed in ftripping the clergy of their 
fuperfluous wealth, as the Jhortejl and furejl means 
of reftorin^ them to their primi tive innocence. 
.Nor can we be much furprifed, if a doftrine, fo 

repugnant 
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repugnant to the temporal interefts of the churchy 
fhould be branded with every opprobrious epithet 
whith the violence of party could devife. But it 
was, at the fanie time, too congruous to the wiflies 
and paffions of the laity, not to be received by 
them with general approbation. While the infc* 
rior clergy felt a maligniant pleafure in beholding 
their fuperiors deprived of thofe hoJ^ors and emolu- 
ments, to which they themfelves could never hope 
to attain. 

• Hufs was well aware of the danger to which he 
was expofefl. But wlien a man has once engaged 
in fo perilous an enterprife, pride alone is in gene- 
ral fufficient to prevent him from receding. Both* 
from the puljut, and the profeffor's chair, he bold- 
ty inculcated his favorite tenets, and ventured even 
to recommend the ufe of the fcriptures, in the 
mother tongue. It was now, for the firft time, that 
the archbifliop began feAoufly to be alarmed. He 
felt the weaknefs of his caufe. He dreaded the 
effefts of too near an inveftigation. 

Of all the books , that genius and philo fophy 
have prefcnted to the world, none poflibly h as 
contributed fo effeftuafly to the overthrow of p apa| 
powe r, as the QofpeL The gtand arcanum of 
popilh policy was to conce al the Bcfok of T r uths J< 

^ — !^ — ; — '^T \ jj^"" 
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lildc the inner iajni£liiary of the JcwiCh tabernade^ 
from the profane gaze of the vulgar. The prdate 
now perceived that nothing was left for him, but 
to accufe Hufs, as an innovator, and heretic, be- 
fore the court of Rome. And to ^ve more color 
to the charge, he caufed the writings of Wickliflfe 
to be pubEcly burnt; and ordered Hufs to quit 
the univerfity. But his banifliment ferved only 
tp augme nt the number of hi s difciplcs. So averfe 
ar e mankind to perfecution ! 

{Such was the fituation of af&irs, when the coun- 
cil aflembled at Confiance. Huis had, !it different 
times^ been cited to appear at Rome, but he was 
too well acquainted with the vindiOive fpirit of 
ah ecclefiaftical tribunal, to obey the fimimons. 
^ ^-Butji^ying re ceived iet te rs offafe c onduct from die _ 
^jfiperor, he entertaine d no; apprehcgifion s whaj;^ 
ever from venturing U pon a journey to Conftance> ^ 
litis action has by fome been ta^ed with rafhnefs. 
But what mortal forefight could guard againft 
a deed, which is unequalled in the annals of hu-. 
man treachery ? Hufs was no flranger to the vio- 
leitqe of his opponents. He knew that he had 
oiBGtnded them in the tenderefl part. Yet he flill 
iJ^eved that they were men. And as fuch he 
confided in thean. No fooner, however, had he 
eJitered Ccmftancc, with his difciple Jerome of 

- Prague, 
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Prague, than to their utter aftonifliment, -fewell 
as to that of the whole Bohemian nation, ^ey 
were both arrefted, and confined. 

Sigifmund was fenfibly aflfefted at the outrage 
that was thus offered to his authority, tn the bit- 
ternefe of his grief, he wrote a letter to Prague, 
in which he expreffed himfelf in the following 
w6rds : " God only knows the anguifli that I 
** have endured! He alone can tell the efforts I 
'^ have made in defence of Hufs. But all is vain! 
" The Bohemians, who are here, will bear wit- 
*^ nefe to the truth of what I fay. More than 
^' once have I threatened to quit this city.* But 
^« the fathers of the church infift, that if I oppofe 
** the legal exercife of juftice, their ihiffion is at 
** an end; and that in fuch cafe, I alone muft 
*' ftand accountable to the world, for which all is 
" left undone. What anfwer could I return to 
'* arguments like thefe ? What remained for me 
" to do, but to fubmit to the neceffity of the 
« times ?*' ' 

The foregoing epiftle gives us a perfeft infight 
into the character of Sigifmund. The natural in- 
tegrity of an honeft heart is plainly difcernable 
amid the doubts and fears of an irrefolute bigot. 
The fathers were acquainted with hi,s infirmity, 
thpy knew how eafily he was intimidated, and took 

T 4 advantage 
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advantage of his weaknefs. At the lame tsnu^ 
they employed the moft ingenious cafuiftstoaf- 
fuage his fcniples, with regard to this atrocious 
breach of public faith. The arguments they made 
ufe of were calculated for the undetftanding of 
the man, to whom they were addreffed, and turned 
upon that moft al^ominable of all principles, which 
was ever devifed as a fnare fo?" credulity, the 

GUIJLT OF KEEPING A PROMISE MADE TO A HERE- 



TIC^ They reprefented to him, in an artful man- 
ner, that no engagements, nor oaths, however fo- 
lemn, were any longer valid, when repugnant to 
the interefts of the church. When her glory was 
conceined, no human laws were binding. With 
blind fubmiffion, it was the duty of man to em- 
brace her defence, and to Jirike the blow^ if com^ 
manded^ without prefumng to enquire^ who might be 
the vidim. 

Hufs no fooner found himfelf abandoned by 
the emperor, than he infifted upon a public trial. 
The requeft was granted, though not without 
difficulty. But from the very firft fitting, it was 
evident what kind of treatment he had to expeft ; 
for the proceedings of the co\:irt were condufted 
with fuch indecent violence, and tumultuous con- 
fufion, that his voice coyld fcarcely be heard. At 
a fubfequent meeting, he was allowed to anfwer 
to a few only of the numerpus articles, which 

were 
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Were eidiibited agsdnft him. Among the reft, he 
was accufed of afferting^ that a vicious pope was no 
pope with regard to fpiritual power y and could not, 
therefore^ exercife anylegal atghority over the faithful. 
The charge being read, he modefUy requefted the ^ 

afferobly to point out the heretical tendency of 
fuch an opinion, before he was required to recant 
it. This wis no eafy talk. The judges, therefore, 
^n order to avoid any diiEculties of a fimilar na- 
ture, which the ingenuity of the crin^nal might 
raife, came at once to the profligate deciflon, tljol 
it^was unworthy men^ who were endued with the gift l^ 
rftbeholyjpiri^ make ufe of any arguments to con^^^^w^^ ^ 
fute a heretic. It was their duty alone to punijh hittu ^'**^ 
XJj[)on this, all further conference w^s broken off. 
Recantation, or death, were the only alternatives 
pffered. The latter, indeed, was of a nature to 
revolt every mind, that was fenfible to the fed- 
ings of humanity, or coaverlant with the la\v^ 
of honor. But when men are blinded by fanatic 
zeal, they are infenlible to every fentiment but re- 
venge, 

Sigifinund, no lefe from motives of policy than 
of generofity, made ufe of every argument, that 
companion could dictate, to overcome the firmnej& 
of the prifoner. But Hufs was inflexible, and re- 
jected .every propofition with a noble difdain, as 
unbecoming the dignity of his . character. *' He 

"had 
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^ had flood forth," he faid, " in defence of truth. 
♦* He had afted from conviction, uninfluenced by 
" worldly mdtives. And preferred expofing him- 
^ felf to the fcvereft tortures, that the refinements 
^ of cruelty could inflift, rather than fubfcribe to 
^ errors, which he had fo repeatedly expofed, and 
•*■ which hia confcience taught him to rqed/* 

Sentence was now paffed upon him as an incori 
iigiblc heretic, and he was delivered over to the 
civil magiftrate for his execution, which took 
place within a few days. His behavior, during 
the whole of this trying fcene, was every way 
worthy his former life. With a firm, but placjid ' 
countenance, he fupported all the agonies of a lin- 
gering death. The fortitude of the ftoic was^fot 
tencd by the mild benevolence of the chrifiian^ 
and his laft prayers were offered to heaven for the 
caufe of truth, the triumph of which he antici- 
pated with prophetic rapture. 

Jerome of Prague, his conftant companion and 
difciple, who, in a moment of weaknels, had con- 
fented to retract his opinions, fdt his courage 
revive at the glorious example of his martyred 
friend. With heroic fortitude he expiated the 
error which he had committed, and died amidft 
the flames, finging praifes to his Redeemer, Pog - 
gio, an Italian, who was fuccefCvely fe cretary to fe- 
'. ~~ veral 
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vcral pop es, and who was himfelf an eyc -witnc& 
to this cr uel fp cffatdc, compares his death to that 
ofS ocrates> 

The fatal confequences which arofc from this 
atrocious violation of the moft folemn promife, 
with the fubfequent vidories of the renowned 
Ziica^ are foreign to the prefcnt fubjeft. But 
they ihould ferve as a tremendous leffrni to the 
advocates for perfecution, and teach them, that 
though fire and the fword may deliver them fo r a 
white from the attacks of individujs, they wiB 
never filencc reafon, nor extirpate f^th> 
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CHAPTER XV. 

htfwrreBion in the Valais — War with the Duke of 
Milan — BattU of St. Paul-^Troubks in Jppenzel 
^-^The Rhatian League. ; .. '' 

NO fooncr were the Swifs in. tranqufl poflTcf- 
fion of their conquefts, than they turned 
their thoughts to frefli acquifitions on the fide of 
Italy. While the attention of the greater part of 
Europe, ^nd particularly of the Helvetic cantons, 
had b^en engaged with the proceedings of the 
council of Conftance, the inhabitants of the Va- 
lais took up arms againft their governor, and 
the bifhop of Sion, both of whom were de- 
fended from the illuftrious houfe of Raron — ^a 
family, which during the late irruption of the 
confederates into the Levantine vale, had fided 
^ith the duke of Milan. But before we enter 
more minutely into the events of the Italian war. 
It will be requifite to take fome notice erf the 
caufes, from which this infurrecUon arofc* 

The Valais was divided into feven diftricls or 
iommunities^ each of which was diftinguifhed by 

it*s 
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it's peaifiar privikges, and formed a kind of in- 
dependant republic, while the whole were clofcly 
united by a federative league. Since the days of 
Charlemagne, the bifliops of Sion had invariably 
enjoyed a kind of feudal pre-eminence over the 
whole confederacy. In them was vcfted the higheft 
criminal jurifdiftion, which was exercifed throu^ 
the medium of a governor. Such was this com<» 
plex arrangement of jarring powers, whofe limits 
were uncertain, and confequently open to conti- 
jnual abulies. Indeed, had the genius of maa been 
employed in devifing a fyftem of government, the 
avowed objeft of which was to promote diflen- 
tions, none could have been invented more ap- 
plicable to the purpofe, than that of the Valais. 
For as, on the one hand, the epifcopal prtrog^^ 
tives were far greater than was confiftent with 
the effence of a free conftittation ; fo on the other, 
the immunities, enjoyed by tlie people, were of i 
jiature to infpire them with the love of liberty, 
without being fuffident perfectly to eftablifli it. 

' Difcontents had mutually prevailed for a lojpg 
time, between tlie bifliops and the different com- 
munities, when the powerful family of Raron hav- 
ing united the civil to the ecckfiaftical authority, 
fought by every pofiible method to increafe it. 
For this purpofe, they courted the friendfliip and 
alliance of the dukes of Milan and Savoy; and 

having 
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having fiiccecded according to their wiflies, GuiC- 
card, the governor, no longer fet any bounds ta 
his arrogance. Among other infiances of impru- 
dent vanity, he was frequently heard to vaunt, 
that it was fortunate for the Swifs he had not 
fallen in with them, during their late invafion of 
Italy ; for otherwife not one man of them would 
have efcapisd to relate their tale of woe. 

1414. Infults are frequently refented with 
greater acrimony than real injuries. The brave 
inhabitants of Uri and Unterwalden, were na 
fooher informed of this farcaftic boaft, than they 
Iwore to afford Ouifcard an early opportunity of 
difplaying his prowefs ; and no longer hefitated to 
take part with the infurgents. 

Guifcard, from the very beginning of the trou- 
bles, had applied to the Berners for affiftance, as a 
co-burgher of the republic. But he received for 
anfwer, that a co-burgher of Berne was never 
known to bear arms againft the Helvetic confe- 
deracy. So that whatever might have been his 
former connexion, the conduft he had purfucd, 
during the Italian war, deprived him of every 
claim to their proteftion. But they were at length 
prevailed upon, at the interceffion of Sigifmimd, 
to mitigate their refentment, and to proraife both 
fpeedy and efFedual aid. Friburg, too, upon the 

firft 
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firft applicadon, imminated a commiilion, for tkti 
exprefs purpdTe of effecting a reconciliatian be^ 
tween the contending parties* 

Finding, however, that his allies were back- 
ward in fuUBlling their engagement3, and unable 
fingly to reiift die ftorm, Guifcard embraced the 
expedient of laying down his office, hoping, by 
this partial facrifice, to preferve hiis heteditary 
cftates. But the spirit of infurreftion, when once 
^cited, is not fo eafily allayed. The infurgcnts 
continued their perfecutions ; and having forced 
the bi&op to flielter himfelf in the citadel of Sion, 
they laid Wafte his patrimonial domain, and <ic- 
ilroyed feveral other fortreffes, in the vicinity of 
the epifcopal fee. 

1 4 1 5. The following year they proceeded with 
Hill greater violence, threatening to force the un- 
happy prelate in his laft retreat; while he, par^ 
ceiving the impoffibility of a long refiftance, pre- 
pared to furrender his few remaining caftles to 
Amadeus of Savoy, who had been lately rsdfed to 
the.rank of duke^ by the emperor. By this mark 
of confidence, he flattered himfelf to procure a 
powerful ally. But gratitude was not among the 
virtues of Amadeus. The calculating politics of 
the houfe -Qf Savoy having duly weighed all the 
dangersf and difadv^tages of engaging in a war, 

where 
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where nothing more was to be gained, befidds X 
chimerical j^ntom, which they rarely purfued, 
the duke preferred the fafer pcdicy of evacuating, 
for a bribe, the moft important of the fortreffes 
which he had undertaken to defend, and which 
was no fooner given up to the infurgents, than it 
was levelled with the ground* 

141 6. The diftreffes of their old ally at length 
excited the compaffion of the Berners; and as 
they were now at leifure from other enterprifes, 
they refolved to afford Tiim fome eSedual relief. 
Befides, the exceffes committed by the infurgents, 
had given umbrage to the other cantons, fo that 
in allprobability a general combination of the Hel- 
vetic ftates would have taken place in favor of 
the Raron family, had not the Valaifans found 
means to draw over the foreft cantons to their 
party. The communities of Munfter and Arnen, 
which are fituated at the eaftern extremity of the 
Valais, had long expreffed an earneft wifh of being 
received into their alliance; and had offered, by 
xi'ay of inducement, to aflift in the conqueft of the 
vale of Offola; which they knew to be an objeft 
that the Swifs had much at heart. 

The temptation was too ftrong to be refifted. 
The league was formed, and the expedition \m. 
dertaken without further delays l,ittle oppofition 

was 
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was made. A detachment of IVfilanefe, under the 
command of the count of Cremagnola, who had 
orders to cover Italy, fell back upqn their ap- 
proach, and experienced the mortification of fee- 
ing Domo d'Offola, the capital of this little pro- 
vince, taken, and deftroyed, before their very eyes* 
The confederated Valaifans, who had fliared in 
the danger, partook alfo in the fpoil, and were ad- 
mitted to a fliare in the conquered territory. 
Thus the bond of union was every day drawn 
dofen The fimilarity of manners which exifted 
between the two nations, added to their mutual 
zeal for a democratic government, formed a 
point of union more permanent, than any which 
diplomacy, with all it's complex forms, has ever 
eftabliflied. 

I417. In the courfe of the following year, the 
five other communities were likewifc admitted 
into the alliance. The invafion of Italy had been 
long an objeft to which the inhabitants of Uri 
and Unterwalden looked forward with antici- 
pated hope; and the acceflion of ftrength they 
had now acquired, induced them to felefl: the pre- 
fent moment for ^he execution of this dangerous 
projeft. Having advanced to the lake of Lugano 
in confiderable force, they drove the Milanefe 
from all their pofb, and returned with a valuaWe 

Vol. II. U booty. 
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booty, but without eflfeaing any permanent ad-^ 
vantage. 

141 8« Upon the renewal of hoftilities, the en- 
fuing fpring, no effort was left untried, which ap- 
peared likely to engage the Berners to take part 
in the war : but thofe wary politicians had already 
reaped fo rich a harveft of glory, that nothing 
could any longer tempt them to renew their toils, 
except the profpeft of a proportionate reward. 
Befides, their partiality for the adverfe party was 
daily increafing; as the violent proceedings of the 
infurgents rendered them more obnoxious every 
day. 

This difference of fentiment, upon fo import'ant 
a point, gave birth to a fpirit of animofity, which 
never afterwards entirely fubfided. The Berners 
made no fecret of their intentions of fupport- 
ing the houfe of Raron; whd had Ihut themfelves 
up in the caftle of Sion, where they were clofely 
befieged by the popular party: while the Lucer- 
ners as peremptorily declared their refolution of 
fupporting their new allies, let the event be what 
it would. ♦ 

Sigifmund, at this important crilis, arrived at 
Zuric, where he was informed of the mifunder- 

ftanding 
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fi^dlftg which prevailed among the confederates* 
tJpon this, he determined to go in perfon to the 
diet^ which was then fitting at Lucerne^ with the 
double view of bringing about a reconciliation be- 
tween the contending cantons, and then engaging 
the v/hole confederacy to join him in making war 
upon the duke of Milan. 

The mediation of the emperor, which was ex- 
tended to all the hoftile parties, was fo far fuccefs- 
fill, that it procured a fafe retreat, from the cafUe 
of Sion, for the unfortunate family of Raron. 
The baronefs, with the biftiop and her children, 
now joined her hufband at Berne^ when the af- 
fefting pifture of beauty in diftrels wrought fo 
forcibly upon the public mind, that* it excited a 
general fentiment of indignation againft her un- 
feeling perfecutors* 

Perceiving that the Current of popular opinion 
ran ftrongly in favor of coercive meafures^ the fe* 
nate now refolved upon reducing the infurgents 
by force of arms^ and reinftating the illuftrious 
exiles in their hereditary rights» For this purpofe, 
^ fmall body of troops was immediately affcmbledi 
and placed under the command of Guifcard. But 
this force was unequal to any entefprize of im- 
portance : fo that after he had ravaged the fron- 
tier^ of the Valais, and carried oflF whatever he 
, U 2 could 
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could find, Guifi:ard thought it prudent to re- 
treat before a body of armed peafants, who had 
colleded in conJiderable numbers to oppofe him^ 

While Zuric, Schweitz, Zug, and Claris, were 
occupied in proje(3s for the re-eftablilhment of 
peace, Berne fummoned both Uri and Unterwal*. 
den to join her ftandard as members of the con- 
federacy, and to unite with her in reducing the 
infurgents. To this application fhe received forv 
anfwer, " That according to the tenor of the Hel- 
•^ vetic bond, the canton of Lucerne had a prior 
^' claim upon them, and had aduaUy called for 
** their affiftance." Upon this, the Berners pro- 
pofed, tiat in confonnity to the ejiablljbed ufage^ of 
the confederacy^ the dijpute between the infurgents 
and the boufe afRaron Jbould he referredfto an arbi^ 
tration. An oflfer of this nature could not, in de- 
cency, be rejefted by any people, who retained 
the fmalleft regard for public charafter* Several 
conferences were accordingly bdd; but fuch was- 
the obftinacy of the difierent parties, that the in- 
tegrity of the Helvetic union was more than once^ 
in danger of falling a facrifice to a difpute> in, 
which neither party had any real intereft. 

Guifcard, meanwhile, was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to recover his patrimonial eftates^ nor 
was he lefs anxious to revenge himfelf upon his 

inveterate 
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hiveter^te foes. Yet wherever he direfted his 
march, he found the enemy prepared to meet 
him. However, while the infurgcnts were oc- 
cupied in difputing every indi of territory with 
their former lord, the Berners, availing themfeives 
ci the moment, pafTed the Sanetflberg without 
oppoiition; and having laid wafte the adjacent 
country, and carried ofF a confideraUe booty, they 
returned without the fmalieft lofs. 

141 9. At length, through the mediation of 
the neutral cantons, an armiftice was concluded 
' tffl the following year. Early in the fpring a con- 
grels metiat Zuric, when it wis agreed, by mu- 
tual confent, that the final dedfion of this im* 
portant conteft fhould be referred to the arbitra- 
tion of eight perfons, chofen from thofe cantons 
which had taken no part in the war. But the 
deputies from the Valais, having difcover^ that 
the fentence was likely to prove in their disfevor^ 
quitted Zuric in an abrupt manner, without wait- 
ing for the iffue. Immediately upon their return^ 
hoftilities were recommenced by their turbulent 
countrymen, with greater fory than ever. 

So palpable a violation of a folemn contract ex- 
cited general indignation. Union was once more 
eftabliflied among the confederates, who unani- 
moufly agreed that forbearance, under fuch cir- 

U 3 cumftances, 
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cumftances, was daftardly and difgraceful, and that 
more efficacious meafures ought to bepurfucd. 
A body of five thou&nd men was accordingly af- 
fembled in the vicinity of Thun, and ordered to 
penetrate into the Valais, through the defiles of 
thofe fiupendous mountains which feparate it 
from the canton of Berne, and which ajre fcarcely 
pradicable during the few months of fummer, 
that cheers thofe inbofpitable regions of eternal 
fiiow. Notwithftanding the inclemency of the 
feafon, and' the difficulties which prefented thcm- 
fdves at every flcp, all obftacles were at length 
furmounted. The confederates entered the Va- 
lais, and defeated the infurgents in fevofal partial 
encounters, though they were unable to bring 
them to a general engagement. 

The refult of this expedition having by no 
means anfwered the public expectation, and moll 
of the cantons now manifefting a difpofition 
to co-operate with the Berners in a general at- 
tack, another army was affembled without de- 
lay, which amounted to little Icfs than thirteen 
thbufand men. Having paffed the Grimfel, they 
laid the whole country under contribution, re- 
ducing the villages to aflies, wherever they expe- 
rienced the fmalleft refiftance* This triumph, 
however, was of fliort duration : for a fudden 
fall of fhow expofing them to the danger of being 

cut 
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cut off" from all communication with Berne, 
and confequently of ftarving in a country which 
could not furnifli the heceflary fupplies, they haf- 
tened back with precipitation, though not without 
lofs, as a flying body hung upon their rear, and 
took advantage of their local knowledge to annoy 
them during the reft of their march. 

1420. All parties were by this time grown 
weary bf a war, which exhaufted their refources, 
without affording the profpeft of any adequate 
advantage, and appeared equally inclined to an 
accommodation. By mutual confent, the decifion 
of all exifting differences was referred to the duke 
of Savoy, who gave the following decree : " That 
** as an indemnification for the outrages they had 
** conunitted, and the damage they had boca- 
" fioned, the infurgents fhould pay the fum of 
" ten thoufand florins to the baron of Raron, 
" befides reftoring all the property which they 
" had unjuftly feized. That the republic of Berne 
** fliould receive an equal fum for the expences of 
*^ the war. That four thoufand fliould be given 
" to the church of Sion, and one thoufand to the 
** arbitrator, in confideration of his trouble.** 

Thus ended a war, which would fcarcely de- 
ferve to occupy the reader's attention, did it not 
exhibit the firft inftance of any material interrup- 

U 4 tion 
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tion to that harmony, which ha^l hitherto pre« 
vailed among the members of the Helvetic union. 
Little, indeed, had been wanting to light the torch 
of difcord in the very bofom of the confederacy. 
When at this diftance o^ time, we coolly and im* 
partially examine the motives, by which both 
parties were influenced, we are aftonifhed to fee 
that they could rilk all the happinefs and profpe- 
rity, which they fo abundantly enjoyed, for an ■ 
objed that was comparatively of fuch trivial im- 
port. But the more n early we invefti gate the ^ 
heart o f man^the more caufe we &^all difcover to 
lament his weaknefs and infirmity. Inftead of a 
wife and intelligent being, acting from the refult 
of reafon an d experience^ we behold a wretched 
compound of pride and folly; a cre atur e ever_ 
ready to contend for ftraws, and to facrifice his 
dear eft interefts at the flirine of vanity.^ 

Among a people, naturally of fo reftlcfe a dif- 
pofition, no permanent tranquillity could be cx- 
pefted. No fooner, therefore, was the houfe of 
Raron re-eftabliflied in it's hereditary fplendor, 
than the cantons of Uri and Unterwalden revived 
their former projeft of a joint attack upon the 
Milanefe. As a temptation to the reft of their 
allies, they urged all the advantages, in point of 
fefcurity, which the confederacy would derive from 
the poffeflion of a confiderable cUftrict on the fron- 
tiers 
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tiers of Italy. By commanding aH the pailes'of 
the St. Gothard, a handful of men might defend 
their native country againft a hoft of foes. While 
in a commercial point of view, the o\^e& was no 
lefe deferring attention: the communication vnih 
Lombardy would become free and uninterrupted^ 
and would fecure to them an ample fupply of 
grain in all cafes of emergency. 

1421. Both XJri and Unterwalden had recently 
entered into an alfiance with the baron of Sax, 
who was then in pofieflion of Bellinzona, and who 
was apparendy living in a continual flate of war- 
fare with the duke of Milan. But the open cha« 
rader of thele honeft mountaineers, was by no 
means a n:iatch for the duplicity of a people, who 
confider deceit and treachery as the moft effen- 
tial qualities of a finifhed fiatefman. Thus, while 
they repo&d an entire confidence in the int^ity 
of thdr new aUy, fecret intelligence was brought, 
that he was a6hia]ly carrying on a private corre- 
^ndence with the duke of Milah, of which they 
were the deftined viAims. Convinced that no 
time was to be loft, thiey no fooner received thfe 
information, than a detachment was ient off, to 
fdze upon Bellinzona; and the commiffion was 
oi^ecuted with fuch difpatch, that they were ac- 
tually mafters of the town, before the enemy was 
apprifcd of their march. 

- The 
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The principal inhabitants being now convened, 
they were made acquainted with the perfidious 
cbnduft of the baron, which the Swifs confidered 
as a fufficieilt jufUfication of their own proceed- 
ings. They further ftated, that no views of am- 
bition had directed their arms. Security was the 
objed for which they contended And as a fur- 
ther proof of the honefty of their intentions, 
they were ready even then to purchafe the town,' 
with ^ it's dependancies. Such an offer to a 
captured city was too feducing to be withftood. 
The conditions too were readily fettled, as t^e 
burghers were eafily fatisfied, forefeeing all the 
dangers with which they were menaced from the 
prevalence of either party — ^both of whom they 
were equally unable to refift. 

The duke of Milan was now as clamorous in 
his complaints, as if he had been unconfcious of 
?l11 finifter views. He treated the aftion as a grofs 
violation of public faith; alleged his ancient pre- 
tenfions upon Bellinzona; and infilled upon im- 
mediate reftitution. But the confederates turned 
a deaf ear to all his remonftrances, and availing 
themfelves of the mifunderftanding which fub- 
fifted between him and the emperor, obtained, 
from the latter, a grant of their newly acquired., 
territory. 
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1422. In this precarious ftate things remained 
for fome time, neither party appearing defirons to 
commence hoftilities, and confining themfelves 
equally to meafures of defence. Philip, however, 
had his eye continually fixed upon Bellinzcma, 
and waited only for a favorable moment to poffefe; 
hinafelf of that important place. The occafion 
was not long wanting. Lulled into fecurity by 
the apparent inaftivity of the enemy, the garrifop 
grew daily more remifs in the performance of 
their duty; while Philip was continually gaining 
the principal inhabitants by the liberality of hisf 
prefents, and the magnificence of his promifesj 
tUl having drawn over the majority of them to his 
party, he availed himfdf of the intelligence which 
was ^ven him, to furprife the garrifon during 
the holy week; and made himfelf mafter of the 
town, without meeting with the fmalleft refift* 
unce, 

Philip, however. Was too well acquainted with 
the temper of his adverfaries, to fuppofe that they 
would fit down contented with their lofs. He 
therefore refolved to be before-hand with them, 
and vigoroufly attacking the fmall detachments 
which were fcattered over the Levantine vale, he 
drove them before him to the inaccefliblc faft- 
fieffes of the St. Gothard. 

A gene- 



%06 HT8TORY OF TRE 

A general fpirit of indignation now fpread itfelf 
^rvcr the forcft cantons. ** To arms ! To arms !*' 
was the univerfal cry. ** Let us march to Milan! 
** Let us teach the perfidious Italians what Helve- 
^ tic valor can perform !" Such were the acda- 
teations which flowed from every mouth: fuch 
were the fentiments which animated every bofom. 
In every hamlet, the ardent youth feized thdr 
{words with patriotic enthufiafm, and would have 
infiandy departed upon the perilous enterpriax^ 
had not their more provident leaders fuggefted 
the neceflity of previous arrangements. This pru- 
dent council, was, however, far from meeting the 
reception it merited. Delay was treated as di& 
hohoraUe. " Why wafte our time in ufelefi pre* 
•• parations?" cried the young and inexperienced^ 
•• the fertile plains of Lombardy will furnifli us 
•• vnth ample fupplies." To this the wifer part 
of the afiembly replied, ^^ That fomething more 
•*was requifite for the fubfiftence of an army, 
• than the vifionary ftores on which they de- 
^ pended.*' 

Meanwhile the troops aflembled, and direfted 
tficir courfe towards Milan. Four hundred archers 
from Zuric formed the van. The main body, 
tonfifting of little more than three thouland men, 
followed at a convenient diftancej while the rear 

was 
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was: a day's march behind, and was compofed of ' 
the contingents from Schweitz and Claris. . 

From the diminutive force of this little arma- 
ment, we may, without hefitation, prommiicer 
that a change had taken place in the Helvetic cha-^ 
rader, which was by no means advant^eoii& 
There was a time, indeed, when the whole itatiDQ 
would have flown, in a coUedtive body, to retrieve 
the honor of the Helvetic arms* But thofe days- 
of Romantic enthufiafn^ were paft^ and the armin 
of Helvetia now required fomething more ibfaftam** 
tial than a vifionary flhxmt to draw them from the^ 
profitable purfuits of agriculture and.conuttsMeJ 
It is true, that all the cantons, Berne alone except* 
ed, had &mi{hed their refpedive contingents^ Imt 
they had adhered implicitly to the letter of their: 
engfigement, while thelatter refitfed nio& peiraip>» 
torily to take any part in the Italian war. 

Philip- was apprifed of their roovementv ^^' 
had afliembled an army of eighteen thoufand men^ 
ujEider the command of the counts of Carmagnolx 
and Pergola, two of the motk ccmfununate gene* 
rals of the age. The great obje£): of the kaUaa.) 
cornqxanders was to difguife their numbers, that 
the enemy might fall an eafy prey. For this pur^ . 
po£!?, their troths, were pelted behind the waUs of: 
BeUinzona^ and in the. adjacent villages, .whcca.^ 

they 
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they were entirely concealed by the projedJiig 
rocks. 

In this iituation, Carmagnola was informed that 
X body of fix hundred Swiis had been detached 
upon a foraging party, while the reft were advanc- 
ing upon the banks of the Ticino with little order 
or regularity. Upon this, he changed his plan^ 
and determined upon an immediate attack. Hav-* 
ing made his difpofitions accordingly, he fent Per- 
gpisLj with a numerous cavalry, to begin the en- 
gagement^ and to endeavor, if poffible, to cut off 
the detachment, while he followed at the head of 
tfaein^mtry. 

The confederates, who had not the remoteft 
idea of encountering any obftacles in their route, 
were feized with difmay and conftemation at the 
unexpected charge, which was ftill further in« 
creafed by the appearance of Carmagnola, who 
was feen in the diflant windings of the ferpentine 
vale. As they were already engaged with Per- 
gola, it was in vain to think of a retreat. Nothing, 
therefore, was left for them, except to gain an 
eminence, where, from the nature of the ground, 
they could not be furrounded, and to fell their 
Eves as dearly as poffible. But their lofs was coh- 
liderable ere this could be effefted. The Lucerners, 
tx4io, at that time, formed the van, fuffered fe* 

verely. 
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verdy. Their banner was more than once in 
danger ; but the ftandard-bearer, placing it under 
his feet, refolved that nothing fliould force him 
from the fpot, while he had life to defend it. The 
men of Uri, Zug, and Unterwalden, now came 
forward to the fuccor of their exhaufted friends. 
They defended themfelves with the defperate cou- 
rage of men who were refolved to die. The' 
ftandard-bearer of Uri fell. An Italian feizcd the 
banner, and was upon the point of carrying it off 
in triumph; when a gallant moxmtainecr, who 
had witneffed the fete of his companion, ruihed 
forward. With one hand he flew the foe, with . 
the other he grafped the facred pledge^ and wav- 
ing^ on high, exclaimed in exftacy, *' We maydiey 
*' but it will be with glory P* 

Unfortunately for the Swifs, the dofenefs of the 
combat rendered their pikes and halberds,^ in great " 
meafure, ufelefs; yet in fpite of every difadvan- 
tage, fuch was the obftinacy with which they 
fought, that Pergola deemed it advifable to make 
^ his men difmount, and to renew the combat ori 
foot. At this important moment, the. foraging 
party returned, and contributed eflentially to fave - 
the remains of the army from utter deilnlftion. ' 

Carmagnola, who was now ftdly convinced that 

the enemy would refift to the laft nlan, retired to 

, . , ' Bellinzona, 
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Bellinzona, towarcb the dofe, of day; whSethe 
Swiis pofted themielves behind the Meuia, a tor- 
rent, which defcending from the Rhaetian hills, 
throws itfidf into the Ticino, at a (mall diflance 
from that town. 

In this memorable engagement, which the Swlfs 
hi£korians have called the battle of St. Paul, from 
the day* on which it took place, about four hun- 
dred periihed on the fide of the confederates, 
while the lols of the Italians exceeded a thoufand 
men. The fight commenced at nine in the morn* 
ing, and lafted till duik. During the whole of it, 
Carmagnola continued to pour in frefh troops, in 
the room oi thofe who were exhauftcd wit)|&« 
tigue, or diiabled with wounds. 

« Scarce were the combatants feparated, when 
the contingents ofxSchweitz and Glaris, which 
were, as we before obferved, a day's march in the 
rear, appeared on the oppofite bank of the river, 
from thence to witnefs the mdancholy deftiny of 
their friends. Thdr abfence, upon this memorable 
OGcafion, was a fatal blow to the army, as in aB 
former wars the valor of that intrepid peopfe had 
contxiboted effentiaily to fuccefi. But the con- 
fedierates had been too long accuftomed to vie- 

•TliefcftiviaofSt.PauJ. 
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tory, to fupport a reverfe of fortune with becom- 
ing fortitude* Unwilling to acknowledge the im- 
prudence of their own conduft, they endeavoured 
to throw the blame upon the Schweitzers, whom 
they accufed of ufineceflary delay ; while the lat- 
tcr were equally forward in condemning the ralh- 
nefs of their friends, for having expofed them- 
felves in fo unguarded a manner* 

The proud fpirit of the Schweitzers could ill 
brook the imputation of backwardnefs, when the 
honor of their country was at ftake. They ac- 
cordingly objected, in the ftrongeft terms, to a re- 
trograde march ; infifting, that it was neceflary to 
recover the tarniflicd glory of the Helvetic, arms, 
before they turjied their backs upon Italy. But 
the army had fuflfered too feverely to accede to 
the propofal. Provifioi)s too ran Ihort, and in 
cafe Carmagnola fliould decline a battle, nothing 
could be done, as they were entirely deftitute of 
every implement that was requifite for a fiege. A 
retreat was accordingly determined upon, and ef- 
fected without lofs, as the enemy fufFered them ta 
depart' unmolefted. But the Schweitzers refolv- 
ing to retrieve their credit by fome action worthy, 
their former reputation, laid wafte the country to 
the very gates of Bellinzona, and braved the ene- 
xny within their walls. 

Vol. 11. X Hitherto 
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1423. Hitherto no immediate bond of union 

had fubfifted between the commonwealths of Berne 

and Zuric, though they were clofely conneded by 

their reciprocal engagements with the foreft can* 

tons. But finding that the limits of their re%ec- 

tive territories were daily approximating, they 

thought a more intimate alliance neceffary, and a 

treaty was accordingly figned. Both in peace and 

in war, the fame fpirit was common to both. 

Hence the prefent interval of repofe was employed 

in making various acquifitions by contrad:. By 

the transfer of a mortgage, Zuric obtained poflef* 

fion of the county of Kyburg, with the confent 

of Sigifmund. This proved an acquifition of the 

greateft moment, hot only to the purchafers, but 

to the whole confederacy ; as it formed a barrier 

^gainft the Auftrians on the fide of Thurgau. 

Meanwhile the Berners, by a fimilar negociation 

with the houfe of Savoy, extended their jurifdic- 

tion on the fouthern frontier. 

1425. The fatal iffue of the battle of St. Paul- 
tv^aa regarded by the Helvetic people as a natioiial 
difgrace, which they were bound in honor to 
efface. An enterprife was accordingly fet on foot, 
but when the army dTembled upon the banks 
of tlie Muefa, it was found not to exceed four 
thoufand five hundred men. With fo inadequate 
a force, it was judged inexpedient to attempt the 
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liege of Bdlinzona. And without making them- 
felves mafters of that important j^ce, nothing 
material could be undertaken. The fubjeft, there- 
fore, having been thoroughly difcuffed, in a coun- 
cil of war, it was decided ,unanimoufly to return. 

Thefe repeated mifcarriages produced fo ftrong 
a fenfation upon the public mind, that it appeared 
effential, by fome brilliant enterprife, to retrieve 
the honor of Helvetia, and revive the courage of 
her defpondiwg fons. A feleft body of five him- 
dred men were chofen out for a rapid incurfion 
into the vale of Oflola* Having croffed the moun^ 
tains unperceived, they availed themfelves of the 
darknds of the night to fall upon the town of 
Domo. The garrifon fled in confufion, and left 
;them in pofleflion of an eafy conqueft. The duke 
of Milan, however, was no fooner made acquaint- 
ed with what had happened, than his whole force 
was deftined to retake it. But Carmagnola wa^ 
no longer at their head. He had lately fallen a 
vi^m to the intrigues of a court, , and was fuc- 
ceeded in his command by a man of very different 
talents. Having fummoned the town to furren- 
der, die general threatened to give no quarter, in 
cafe the flighteft reiifiance fhould be made. But 
the*Swi/s derided the empty menace, and declared 
their refolution of defending themfelves to the 
laft extremity. 

X 2 At 
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■ At the firft alarm of the enemy's approach, met- 
fengers had been difpatched to Switzerland, with 
intelligence of the danger to which they were ex- 
pofed. Every member of the confederacy was 
now fummoned to the field, and in a few days 
the whole nation appeared under arms. But the 
troops of the foreft cantons being firft in readi- 
nefs, they united themfelves with a fmall detach- 
ment from Zug and Claris, forming together a 
body of fixteen hundred men. Anticipating the 
renown which they fliould acquire, could they pe- 
netrate to the relief of Domo, before their num- 
bers were augmented by additional reinforcements, 
they prevailed upon their commanders to lead to 
the attempt. Having climbed the fteepeft preci- 
pices, in fpite of every oppofition, they drove the 
Milanefe from their entrenchments, and forced 
them to fave themfelves during the night. Ani- 
mated by this fuccefs, they advanced with incre- 
dible rapidity, arrived in fight of Domo, and en- 
camped, in a ftrong pofition, in face of the be- 
fieging army. Afiured that their prefence would 
give frefli courage to the garrifon, they determined 
to wait the arrival of reinforcements from Swit- 
zerland, before they attempted any thing further. 
Succors from all the cantons were already on their 
march. The Berners even had, at length, been 
prevailed upon to fend four thoufand men, but 
with the exprefs declaration, that nothing ihould 

henceforth 






HSLVETIC REPUBLICS. 309 

henceforth induce them to engage in a war, be- 
yond the limits of the confederacy. Sixteen hun- 
dred Zurickers firft joined the camp before Dome. 
They were followed by detachments, from Ap- 
penzfel, Soleure, and the Valais. So that, in a 
fliort time, the united force amounted to twenty- 
two thoufand fighting men. Upon this, they of- 
fered battle to the Italians. But the latter thought 
proper to avoid it by a precipitate retreat, leaving 
the confederates undifputed mailers of the whole 
valley. 

This laft enterprife was conduced with fuch 
prudence and ability, that it revived the ancient 
reputation of the Helvetic arms, and induced the 
duke of Milan to liften with eagernefs to the firft 
overturei§ for peace, which ware made, during the 
winter, by the bilhop of Sion, in conjunftion with 

the deputies from So^eure. In the courfc 
1 426. of the following fummer, the condition^ too 

were finally arranged. The confederates, 
on their part, ftipulated for an entire exemption 
from all tolls, and duties, for the fpace of ten 
years, which had before been paid for merchan- 
dize, of every kind, in it's pafl'age from Milan to 
Switzerland. Befides this, they received the fum 
of twenty-feven thoufand florins, by way of in- 
demnification for the expences of the war ; and 
in confideration of all their claims upon the vale of 

X3 Qffola, 
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Oflbh, the town of BeBinzonay and tlie Levantine 

vale. 



But fuch ^as the diftraAed temper of the times, 
that tranquillity was no fooner efiabliihed in one 
quarter, than hoftilities commenced in another. 
Scarce had the confederates concluded a peace 
with Philip, than the flame of difcord burft forth 
anew between the Appenzellers and the abbot of 
St. Gall. 

Henry of Gundolfingen, who fucceeded to the 
unfortunate Cuno, by purfuing a contrary fyftem, 
had ultimately fucceeded in reconciling the turbu- 
lent minds of the Appenzellers to the limited ju- 
tifdiftion of the abbey. But this celebrated foun- 
dation fcarce retained a veftige of it's ancient 
fplendor. The learned labors of antiquity, which 
from the library of St. Gall, had diffufed light to 
furrounding nations, now lay in melancholy ne- 
gled, in an old, and mouldering tower, a prey to 
inoths and worms.* 

Some afts, in the adminiftration of Gundolfin- 
gen, had given umbrage to the fathers at Con- 

• We are indebted to Pogglo for the prefervation of feveral 
curious manufcripts, which would othcrwifc have periihed in 
this convent. 

ftance. 
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ilance, and induced them to depofe him, under 
pretence that he was incap^ible of fulfilling any 
longer the duties of his ftatioi\. A Benediftine 
friar, Tdmcd Conrad, was chofen for his fucceffor ; 
but the monk had fcarce taken pofleilion of his 
new dignity, than perceiving that the convent was 
over-burdened with debts, and upon ill terms with 
all it's neighbors, he bid adieu to St. Gall, and 
leaving all his cares and honors to his chaplain^ 
returned again to the tranquil retreat from whence 
he had been called. 

The Appenzellers, who were diflatisfiqd with 
thefe frequent changes, and regretted the mild ad- 
fniniftration of Gundolfingen, received their new 
abbot with fuch marks of difcontent, that a re*^ 
newal of former troubles was mvch tq be appre? 
hended. 

When called upon to perform the accufiome4 
a<9:s of allegiance, they peremptorily refufed to ac» 
knowledge any fuperior but pundojfingen ; or tp 
receive any civil officers, except fuch as were no-? 
minated by him. It was in vain for the new ab« 
bot, Mangiftorf, to produce wnqueftionable docu- 
ments, which proved the legality of his preten<f 
fions.— ** Documents^ he was told, were not made for 
^^ free men. It was by their fwords that they ha4 ^^- 

X 4 *' qtiired 
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" quired independance^ and with fhem they wefe re^ 
^^folved to maintain it. Their freedom^ theyfaid^ de- 
** pended not upon grants or charters^ it was the gift 
*' of nature J and was written on the hearts of every 
*' individual^ in characters which no human power 
*' could effaced* 

It is true, that the moft prudent part of the 
community, who, as is commonly the cafe, formed 
the minority, ftrove anicioufly to prevail upon 
their countrymen to reft fatisfied with their pre* 
fent fituation. But it is the lot of experience to 
warn in. vain, when an infatuated people are bent 
upon their ruin. The far greater number, con- 
fiding in their own ftrength, confidered every 
civil inftitution, which was calculated for the eftab- 
lifliment of a due fubordination among the dif- 
ferent ranks of fociety, as an infringement upon 
the natural and inherent rights of man. Every 
thing that fell fliort of perfeft, and uncontroled 
liberty, was, in their eftimation, flavery. For it 
was in vain to tell them, that unconditional free- 
dom was incompatible with all focial inftitutions, 
and could only be enjoyed by man in the rudeft 
ftate of nature ; biit that from the moment he 
quitted hisforefts, and became a gregarious ani- 
mal, he was reftrained by cuftom, and confined by 
law. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were doftrines with which they were iin^ 
acquainted, and which they defired not to undear^ 
ftand. The fame principles, which they laid down 
as rules for their own conduft,they thought equally 
applicable to the reft of the world. Whoever was 
oppreffed by the tyranny of eftahlilhed govern- 
ments, found proteftion and fecurity amid the in-': 
acceffible mountains of Appenzd* But they wctc . 
received only upon condition, that they fhould 
henceforth renounce all feudal fervices, and re- 
fufe the payment of contributions of every defcrip- 
tion ; as the Appenzellers declared, that from the 
moment a man fet his foot upon their territory, 
he bepune free ; and imparted the bleffing of free- 
dom to the foil he inherited, whatever mijght be 
the country in which it was fituated. 

Of all the Helvetic people, the brave Schweitzen 
alone pofleffed any real influence over their liccn* 
tious minds, for they were confidered by them as 
friends, and as lovers of freedom. Nor were 
they lefs warm aflertors of liberty for imderftand- 
ing her rights a little better. Among them, the 
wild tide of paflion had, in a great degree, fub- 
fided ; and enthufiafm yielded to the fuggeflions 
of reafon. But be it faid, to their immortal ho- 
nor, that even during the firft fervor of a revolu- 
tion, they never loft light of the fundan>ental prin- 
ciples of juftice. While they limited the abufc of 

power. 
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fower^ they preferycd inviolate all the kgal dsSms 
of the feudal coniHtution. 



But by the AppenzeUers all claims were equally 
difiregarded. To the repeated remonftrances of 
the new abbot, they replied, *' that the tyranny 
** of Cuno had broken all former compa£^, and 
^ releafed them from every veftige of dependance.** 
The abbot, upon this, offered to refer the difpute 
to the Suabiaittowns ; but they abfohitely reflifed 
to fubmit to any decree, which was not didated 
l>y men, who were equally independant with them- 
fdves* This was clearly pointing to the Helvetic 
confederacy. And Mangiftorf, perceiving that 
thdr refdution was unihaken, found it necefiary 
to comply. The confederates, however, on their 
part, confented with reluftance to accept the of- 
fice, as they felt all the delicacy of a commiiSon, in 
which they had equally to combat againft the pre- 
judices of the one, and the violence of the other* 
At length, however, fourteen perfons were named 
by Zuric, Zug, Claris, and the foreft cantons. 
They were men of tried prudence, and unquef- 
tioned probity. After ten months fpent in con- 
tinual refearches, a day was fixed for the final de- 
cifion. The abbot attended, in perfon, but the 
commiffioners from Appenzel came without any 
powers to conclude. All reprefentations were 
vain, and the affembly feparated. 

Another' 
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Another meeting took jdace at Hunfwyl ; but 
the Appen^eSers ftill perfevered in their obflinate 
refu&l to Men to reafon* The oxily anfwer that 
could be extorted from them was, ^^ that God, and 
** their fwords, had jnade them free, and that they 
^^ would never confent to truft their liberties in 

^ the hands of mortals/' 

« * 

A third conference took place at Lucerne. The 
commiflioners from Appenzel befought the dclo^ 
gates to give* no decree, fince nothing coukl en- 
gage their countrymen to obey it. The abbot^ 
difgufied at thefe repeated delays, preffed eagerly 
for a decifion. Sentence was accordingly pafied. 
It was dictated by a fpirit of moderation^ and 
equity, which did honor to the integrity of the 
judges ; but ilill, as is common in fuch cafes> it 
contented neither party, The fum ftipulated, for 
the indemnification of the convent, was confidered 
by the abbot as inadequate to the rights which he 
relinquiihed ; while the Appenzellers were indig- 
nant at the idea of paying any thing for the pur* 
chafe of a bleffing, which they already fo fully en- 
joyed. The latter, too, obferved fuch articles only 
as pleafed them, but ftill continued their prej>an- 
tions for war. 

In vain did Mangiflorf appeal to the emperor, 
to the Germanic body, and to the Helvetic ftatca* 

la 
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In vain, too, did the latter fend deputies to induce 
the Appenzellers to fubniit. From the moment 
that they ceafed to fpeak of unlimited freedom, 
their advice had no longer any weight* 

Experience had now fully evinced the ineflEicacy 
of all amicable attempts to reduce thefe intradable 
anarchifts to legal fubordination. But the terrors 

of religion were as yet untried, and to 
1425. them it was determined to have recourfe* 

In the name, and by the authority of the 
pope, the bifhop of Conftance laid an inteydift 
upon the whole land of AppenzeL Frpm the mo- 
ment this dreadful fentence was uttered, every ce- 
remony of religion ceafed. The warning beU no 
longer fummoned the faithful to the confecrated 
table. The temples of the Almighty were clofed, 
and as if the ear of mercy had been fliut {qt ever 
againft the cry of repentance, the contrite finner 
now fupplicated in vain for thofe confoling rites, 
which infpire confidence to the departing foul. 
The myftic fign of regeneration was no longer ad-^ 
roiniftered to the new-born infant. The nuptial 
benediftion was with-held from the bride. All 
funeral obfcquies were denied to the dead. 

The efFeft produced by this tremendous change 
was deep and inftantaneous. Overwhelmed with 
terror and aftonifliment,l:he aged aud the women 

flocked 
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flocked in crowds to the confecrated grbund, and 
knelt before the doors of the churches. No prieft 
appeared to open the facred manfion. Deje6ted, 
foriorn, and hopelefs, they returned to their homes. 

In this moment of univerfel confternation, the 
landman proclaimed a general meeting. The day 
-arrived. The affembly was numerous. Beje&ion 
and defpair were no longer vifible, except upon 
the countenances of thofe, whofe nerves were en- 
feebled by the hand of time. The intrepid youth 
had already found a remedy for the evil, which 
was communicated to their aftoniftied country- 
men, in nearly the following terms. " We un- 
*' derftand but little of the force of words^* (faid 
one of them, addreiEng himfelf to the affembly) 
*' nor can we difcover any harm that an interdift 
*' can do us. But we are acquainted with the 
*' value of things J we know that priefts are paid 
" for doing their duty, and that it will be our 
'* fault if we fuffer them to neglect it.** 

This advice was too congenial to tlie temper df 
his auditors not to meet with a favorable recep- 
tion. The priefts w^ere fummoned to appear, 
^when all who refufed to perform the appropriate 
duties of their flation, were ordered to quit the 
territory of the republic. Some, indeed, were fo 
'flrongly tinftured with the proud fpirit of the na- 
tion. 
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^im^ that in defiance of the iiiagiftrates, they per- 
fifted to prcHnttlgate the ecxkfiaftical curie^ But 
they fooii found reafon ta repent their temerity ; 
25 they were puniihed with unrelenting rigcM:, and 
fometimes with death. Many a mafs was now 
&id, with a fword fufpehded over the hea:d of the 
trembling monk*. A marriage, or a funeral, was 
|Mreceded by an armed band, to compel the per- 
formance of the appointed ritual. 

ISnben their neighbors avoided them, whick 
they frequently did, from the dread of cohtimi- 
nation, they entered their land, and returned laden 
with ^oil, and exulting in fongs <rf triumph. The 
abbot of St. Gall was forced to fly for fafety, and 
even the bifliop of Conftance fuflfered from their 
depredations,. 

All communication between them and the ad- 
jacent ftates was now interrupted. But as their 
wants wene few, their mountains amply fupplied 
them. So long as God gave grafs to their paf- 
tures, and milk to their catde, their flumbers 
were fweet, and uninterrupted by the terrors of 
fuperftition. 

EglofF, a monk of noble extraction, fucceeded 
Mangiftorf, who died of vexation and grief. He 
was a man of an intriguing fpirit, and capable jq£ 

improving 
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improving every drcumffance to the advantage 
of the convent. By his fecret fuggeftions, thfe 
bilhcp of Conilance was prevailed upon to accuCb 
the Appenzellers brfbre the knights of St. George. 
The memorial was read with attention, but basa^ 
unaccompanied withanypromifeof afiifiance^either 
in men, or mcmey , it lay neglected upon the table. 

More fuccefeful were his endeavors to arm the 
<ount of Toggenburg, who had already fuiSered 
from the depredations of his turbulent neighbors, 
and was not fprry to revenge his own private 
V wrongs under the fpecious pretext of defending 
the church. But in order to give more cScSt to 
his meafures, he folicited the co-operation of the 
confederates, moft of whom were now completely 
difgufted with the frantic conduct of AppenzeL 
Zuric, without hefitation, concluded an alliance 
with the count. Claris, too, though flie declined 
to take an aftive part, allowed her citizens to vo^ 
iunteer in the war. While the reft of the cantons 
feemed determined to obferve a ftrift neutrality. 

Early in the autumn, Frederic took the field, at 
the head of fifteen thoufand men, and encamped at 
Magdenau, in the vicinity of St. Gall. Meanwhile 
another body, having croffed the mountains to thyt 
fouthward, penetrated to Gaitz, a. village fituated 
at the foot of the Gabris. He was there met by 

the 
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the Appenzellers,. upon the very fpot where they 
had formerly conquered, in the caufe of freedom. 
The recolleftion of paft fuccefs gave additional fire 
to their native courage, and rendered them invin- 
cible. The Toggenburghers fled, but the Appen- 
zellers were unable to make tlie moft of this ad- 
"vantage, as they were menaced on another quarter 
by a more formidable force. 

Frederic, being now joined by confiderable re- 
inforcements, penetrated into the vale of Goflau, 
and fet fire to the town. The enemy no fooner 
beheld the flames, from the heights, than they 
rulhed into the plain with blind impetuofity, and 
fell with fury upon the advanced guard. This 
body, according to the orders they had received, 
fell back, and by a fimulated retreat, drew^ the 
Appenzellcrs into an ambufcade, where they were 
attacked by Frederic, at the head of his whole 
force. The Appenzellers, who were already in 
difordcr, made but little refiftance, and having loft ' 
many of their braveft warriors, they fled precipir 
tately to the mountains. The count of Toggen- 
burg attempted to purfue them, but finding the 
pafles guarded with caution, he judged it prudent 
to defift, and drew off* accordingly towards St. 
Gall. Several fl5:irmiflies now enfued between de- 
tached parties, which terminated in favor of the 
Toggenburghers ; but they were productive of no 

material 
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material benefit, except to imprint upon the minds 
ef the Appenzellers a truth, which they would 
have never learnt except from the hard leffons of 
experience — ^that thty themfelves were not invin- 
cible, though their country could never be con- 
quered. Soon after a deep fhow precluded all 
operations during the winter months. 

1429. Early in the followitig fpring, a congrefs 
was held at Gonftance, which was numeroufly at- 
tended by delegates, both ft-om the Suabian towns 
and the Helvetic cantons^ in order to arrange fome 
plan for the reftoration of tranquillity. The ma- 
jority of the confederates felt a fecret partiality 
for the Appenzellers, and deprecated their utter 
ruin. . Even thofe bold fons of freedom were now 
^ brought, by their recent misfortunes, to liften to 
the voice of reafon ; while the more prudent 
among them availed themfelves of this favorable 
change to recommend an honorable fubmillion to 
the candor of their allies.. At the fame time they 
exerted all their influence to procure a renewal of 
the decree of 141 1, which they with reafon re- 
garded as the palladium of their liberties. 

. The bufinefs was accordingly fettled without 
much controverfy. The former decree wastefta- 
bliftied, the independance of Appenzel acknow- 
ledged,, and the contributions fettled, which they 
YoL. II. Y were 
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yfj^Tc annually to pay to tie abbot, upoA his foN 
mal renunciation of all further claini3. The biihop 
of Confiance, on his part, was enjoined to revoke 
the interdift, to confecrate the churches anew^ 
and to grant abfolution to tbofe, who had emr^ 
brued their hands in eccleikftical blood. 

From this period, to the commencement of the 
war between Zuric and the other cantons, Swit- 
zerland enjpyed an uninterrupted ftatc of ^omei^ 
tic pi*ofperity. But it wa& founded upon tod pre* 
carious a bails to be of long duration. The haix* 
mony and confidence^ which had fubfifted between 
the different members of the confederacy, and 
which is fo effential to the exiftence of all federa* 
tive governments, had received a fatal blow* Sof 
that the exifting calm can hardly be viewed in 
any other light than as a prelude to the gathering 
ftorm. 

For more than a century, a fpirit of indepen- 
dance had been diffufed over the happy regions of' 
Helvetia. From the field of Rutli it gradually 
fpread wherever the heart of man was prepared' 
for it's reception. Yet amid the Alpine valleys, 
there ftill exifted a people, who pined beneath the 
yoke, of llavery. It was a people too, who, fo fkt 
as we are able to trace their hiftory, were equally 
diilinguifhedy. in the earliefi: times, by their cou-^ 
* tage. 



Bge, and their lave of Kberty, Btit diiritig the 
degrading era of feudal tytanny, thd proud fjnrit 
ttf Rhaetia had been fubdued* 

Henry of Werdenbcrg, of the White banner, 
^as among the moft powerful of the Rhaetian 
barons. He was no lefs diftinguiftied for the 
haughtinefi of his temper, than for the extent of 
fits domain- Contemporary writers abound with 
anecdotes Which indicate the wretched ftate of de- 
gradation, to which his miferable vaffals were rc- 
ducedi Their lives and property were left entirely 
at the difpofal of wretches, whofe mean and for- 
did tempers had qualified them to be the fit tools 
fcif de{potifm. Among various inftances of barba- 
rity, they are fald to have conftrained the peafants 
k) feed out of the fame trough with their fwine ;. 
tneaning thereby to villify their fpirits, till they 
Ivere incapable of thofe generous fentiments, which 
teach us, that fervitude is not the natural ftate of 
maui One civil ofGcer is accufed of having car- 
tied away a beautiful damfel^ from her father^ 
hbufef, and having forced her to fubmit to his li- 
centious defites ; while another is reported to havfe 
diftionored a married woman, before the very eyes 
of her hufband* 

There is nd ftate of depreflion frotti which in- 
fults, like tbefe, will not roufe the heart of man. 

Y s Thus 
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Thus we fee a people, who had debafed themfelvei 
fo far, as to partake it's naufeous repaft with the 
moft filthy of animals, kindling at the profpeft of 
domeftic diftionor; while their callous feelings, 
once roufed, became violent as the explofion of 
the volcano. 

The voice of complaint had been raifed in vain. 
Werdenberg heard it with an infulting fmile, and 
wondered at the infolence of mankind, which 
could enharden perfons of fuch low condition, to 
annoy the ears of ariftocracy with their vile, and 
defpicable grievances. From the interference of 
fuperior power it was now evident, that no re- 
.drefs could be expefted. In fuch fituations, man 
reverts, once more, to a ftate of nature, and re- 
fumes his inherent rights. He becomes a judge 
in his own caufe. He becomes the executioner of 
his own fentence. All the ties, which bind him 
to fociety, are diffolved. He is an infulated 
.being, whofe firft care is to provide for his own 
•fecurity. It was thus with the Rhaetians. Ca- 
^mogafch, the father of the injured virgin, was an 
opulent and refpeftable farmer. No fooner was 
he made acquainted with his daughter's diflionor, 
than, fcorning to have recourfe to the tardy forms 
of perverted juftice, he fought the ravilher, and 
with the fpirit of a Virginius, laid him dead at 
his feet. 

Few 
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Few among the Rhaetian nobles poffefled a more 
extenfive jurifdiftion than the bifliop of Coire/ 
The prefent occupant of that wealthy fee enjoyed 
a Angular reputation both as a ftatefman and an 
orator. But his adminiftration was unpopular, 
and in the firft art of government, he was emi- 
nently deficient — the art of rendering his fubjefts 
happy. Indeed, he appears to have been one of 
thofe fpeculative politicians, whofe fcience is con-' 
fined to theory, and who acquire a reputation of 
wdfdom, rather by the eloquence of their difcourfe,^ 
than by the prudence of their meafures. Men, 
who having laid down a few general principles, 
apply them, without refle<Sion, to every order of 
things ; and with the violence of a Procruftes, would 
mould the world to their own confined fyftem, in«» 
ftead of enlarging their views, as the fluctuating 
tide of human affairs may occafionally require. 

It was fcarce to be expefted that a perfon, who 
afted from fimilar motives, Ihould long continue 
upon terms of amity with his neighbors. Thus 
we find him engaged in continual difputes with 
the potent families of Razuns, Toggenburg, and 
Werdenberg, Thefe petty hoftilities gave rife to 
continual fcenes of anarchy and oppreffion, and 
expofed the unhappy peafantry to a feries of vex- 
ations, which tended equally to diminilh their re^ 
Y 3 fpeft 
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fyc& for rank, and to alienate their afle<f^ons haa 
their governors. 

In a difpute, which topk placg betMreen the 
l)i{hop and the citizens of Coire, the fubjeft ii^ 
controverfy was referred to the arbitratipii of Zu- 
ric. But the decifion proving lefe favorable than 
the prelate thought hioifelf entitled to e^^pe^, 1^^ 
without further hefitation, entered into an aUi^uEM;Q 
with the houfe of Auftria, hpping thereby tp in- 
timidate his vaffals, and to force them to iincODt^ 
ditional fvibmiflion. But the event prpved contrary 
to his expeftation. For the treaty was no fpQV^X 
inade public, than it pccafio^ed a general ala^m^ 
This, added tp th^ haughty and overbearing tern-* 
pqr of the bifliqp, and th^ ftill piore opprcffivft 
conduft of his agents, a>jjrakened, in the piinds p| 
thefe inoffenfive people, a ftrpng fenfe of ind^pcR^ 
dance, and led them to fcrutinife iptp the inten« 
tions of Providence, in formipg fuch a creature a^ 
man, 

That every fyft^m of equality, which is founds 
cd upon any other principle than the equality of 
lawsy i§ both chimerical, and imprafticable, re* 
quire§ little ingenuity to demonftrate. But it is 
equally evident to a reflefting mind, that the 
benign views of the Creator could have never 

CcJled 
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faV^ tnillianiS of beings into exiftence^ for no 
other purpofe, than for the fport or pleafure of 
atie. Opinions, like thefe, require but little rhe- 
toric to recommend them. Yet the name of the 
man, who firft communicated them to the Rhac- 
tians, is buried in oblivion. The author of the 
puisoKd League is unknown to pofterityp 

Within the jurifdiiftipn of the abbot of Difentis, 
U fituated the romantic valley of Truns. The 
whole country from Ilanz, to the fource of the 
Rhine, prefents a feries of the moft pifturefquc 
0bje<^s, fhat the human eye ever contemplatedf 
Here the lofticft fummits of the Alps pour down 
thfeir ftupendous torrents, in a thoufand channels, 
^nd give birth to mighty rivers. From fcenes 
fike thefe, where nature towers under her moft 
^gantic form, the trapfition is inftantaneous to 
harmony, ^nd peace. The fertile meadow pre- 
fents the pleafing pifture of cultivation, and furr 
nifiies fiibfiftence to the rude native of this fequef- 
tered fpot. 

It was in a grove, near Truns, that the moft 
reputable inhabitants of the adjacent hamlets met, 
in the dead of night, to confer upon fome general 
plan for their mutual prefervatiori. They were 
ienfible of their condition, and keenly felt the in- 

y 4 ' juries 
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juries to which they had been expofed. But no^ 
mean ambition had kindled the flame of difcord ;• 
no bafe nor interefted projects directed their oppor: 
fition. They fought not for worldly dignities, nor 
for the pre-eminence of rank : they were ftranger& 
to every felfifli motive, and fcorned alike to traffic 
in the ruin, or in the profperity of their country* 
Even their very names are loft to pofterity. And 
while the pompous maufoleum points out, to the 
execration of pofterity, the faithlefs minifter, or 
the perjured tyrant, the founders of Rhaetian li-r 
berty moulder unnoticed in their native duft. It; 
was the innate fentiment of freedom— the wifti o£ 
^ftablifliing fome fyftem of equality in the admini- 
ftration of juftice — ^but above all, that noble and 
manly feeling, which prompts us to promote the 
comfort and happinefs of all our fpecies, but more 
particularly of thofe who are connefted with us by 
the ties of cojifanguinity, or the bonds of friends 
ihip-«-which infpired the refolution neceffary foi^ 
the accompliihment of fo arduous an enterprize, ;- 

Upon examining into their refources, they found 
that they had nothing to depend upon except them- 
Iclvt's. But tlic love of liberty fupplies it*s vota- 
rics with every thing wliich is requifite for ob- 
taining it. Accuftomed, from their earlieft youth, 
XQ th^ fatigues of a labovious life, their bodies 

were 
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were of the moft athletic forms. Braded by the 
bleak Alpine blaft, their nerves were ftrangerg to 
eveiy fenfation which could indicate fear, Thdr 
wint§ too were few,' for they were, acquainted 
^ith no other pleafures, b^t thofe which nature 
ifurniftied in her -fimpleft ftiate, and which are ever 
within the reach of thofe, whofe taftes are nncdr* 
rupted by th? ffiftid|pusi enjoyments pf poEfhec^ 
ibciety/ 

Such were the men, whom the genius of Rhaetls^ 
had aifembled at -Truns, iVn ancient tradition 
flill exifts, that they were in general perfons dig-i 
nifi^d by age, and difting^iflied by their langd^rgit 
lif^j;4s» FrpEft whi^h circuniiftance, as well ap £xQsn. 
their drefs, which is faid to have confifted of thft 
grey clothing fo much in ufe in Rhaetia, the league 
wa^ aftetw^rds; d^ftingujflied by th? appellation of 
the-GaisoN JLiEaguje;',*^ ^> 

. To.a^caufe like that, in which thefe honeft^peav 

fants were .engaged, eviery principfe of human na** 

tyre enfured fupport. But as* the pbjeft, they had 

in yieWj was neither revenge nor conqueft,; the: 

meafurestthey purfued were by no meians rafli or^ 

fanguinary, 

« . . ^ 

'f In German '^er grau^ kuneiy and itt our own language more 

properly the Qre^ league. 

Towards 
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Tawcu!(k tke clofe of :t3ic mnter^ ere y«t tli« 
&efd)erd$ wcre.prepariii^ to drive their catde to 
tb^'higharniQUxttainSy adeputation,>compofedtif 
the mofl prudent and re^&abh members of th<» 
adjxcGut ooffumiinities, was felefted to convey, to 
tboif kmghty lords, thdx unltied wt&es for a more 
Biild, and eiquitabk coqftitution. This meffage 
was acQOBapaaied by an offer of joking with the 
;iriftocracy, in the accomplifluiient qf this v^rU 
toriovs undertaking. 

A propo&I, fo un^xpeifted, met M4th a dif&renf 
tecep^osiy according as the diipofitions of th& ba^ 
ton%y to whom it vicas addre^ed, induced them tQ 
Hftea to it with bcn^iity^ or \o f ^ft k v?i|Ii 
cwtraipt. 

Without hefi^ticm^ the sibbot of IMfentis dci 
dared in favor of reform, wMcb he CQBfidere4 
both as neceflary and juft. ' And a? his influence 
" wil& the houfe of Razuns was unbounded, he ex-- 
erted it in^ perl&iading the heirs of that Uhifixiou^ 
femily, to yield to the neceffity of the times, in- 
ftead of wilcBy ftrug^iig againft the current of 
popular opinion. The youths liftened to his ad. 
vice with complacency. They had often heard p| 
tl^e advantages, which their father had derived 
from^ his alliance with the canton of Claris. The 
fervices, rendered to a dear and honored parent, 

• by 



1^ free inefi, lia4 inffimd tli^ iffith kfs airerfiba 
fQr aft^e gjcrverameat, than wafi mtural to perr 
foaa yfkp h^ l>«ea ^4scsut^ m att the b&iclnd^ of 
feudal prejudice. 

Hitherto we ha^e beeo led|^ tJy th^ aaiure oi 
our fuljfjed, to contemplate th^ ecdeiiafiiq4 <^^ 
irafter, ifi hq %vprable ppipt of view, Amf 
bttion^ d^llpotifip^ and pridcf, ufi;prped the places 
pf hmmHty, befigyoleace, ^d refignation. We 
th^tfoye, feel peculiar pleafure in intygduan^ 
to our reader's notice a prelate^ like the afaiinQt 
gi DKentis^ \irho notwithfbnding the high dig^ 
^t|e^ he enjpyed, ajfid the ample territory ovei? 
whl^h hQ prefided, yf^ not only tte friend of civil 
liberty^ but ^ ^rm an^ ^^f^^^^^ Pi^P^'^^ ^^ ^f 
Sihfgtkni?ague, 

']jphe ho^ of $ai$: wts amoiag the moft ancient 
aud m^ powerful of Rh;aetia9 ^nd had taken part 
with the duke of Milan againft the confederates.; 
but in the prefent inftance the prejudices of birth 
gjave way to thf diftates of prudtacc. 

A brother of Rudolph of T^erdenbci^ could 

not behold the ftruggles of independance with, an 

fye of indi&renCe. The noble example of his 

elder brother pointed out to- the aged and vene« 

^ rable Hugh, the courfe which he was bound to 

follow. 



follbw/ ^hile the benevolettce of his charafter 
rendered the' ieffon not only eafy, but agreeable. 
With theibotHirig voice of a friend he welcomed 
the petitioners, and promifed them his, fupport. 
But Ktenry, of the white banner, who had himfelf 
contributed moft • eflbntiaily to excite the prefent 
commotions, {urned^way from the deputies with- 
a mixed fentiment of^ apger and contempt. Con- 
fcious of th^mnpopularity of his own government, 
hefeltrthat their murmurs and complaints were 
directed chiefly" againft himfelf, and that to fane- 
tion their proceedings, was, in faft, to pronounce 
his own tondeii^nation. But the hour was no 
more, when the frowns qf ariftoci:acy ^vere the 
unerring harbingers of ruin) and wh^n afl the 
viewa^and intereflis of the vaffal tribe were pointed 
to the feudal cs^ftle, invariably, as the magnet is 
directed to the northern pole. They were con-^ 
rinced of the juftice of the caufe in which they 
were engaged, and refolved intrepidly to pur^ 
fue it. • 

The far greater number of the barons having 
approved, or feigned to approve, the propofed 
fyftem ;of reform, a meeting Was Jield at Truns, 
about' the middle of March, to reg-ulate the new 
conftitution. Many of the nobility were prefent; 
, among whom, particular mention is made of the 
abbot of Difentisybf the baron of Sax, of Hugh of 

Werden^i 
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Werdenberg, and of the three noble heirs of the 
hovfe of Razuns. To confer with thefe iUiiArious 
perfonages, reprefentatives were fent frpni th« 
neighboring villages. The affembly was numerous^ 
and the buiinefs tranfaded under the fpreading 
branches of an ancient lime. 

The hopes and p/oje£l:s of the whole convention 
being oftenfibly direfted to the accomplifliment of 
one objed, few difficulties occurred in the efta* 
blilhment of the following league, which was ra* 
tified in the moft folemn manner, by every indi- 
vidual who attended* 

" Without diftindion of rank Or condition, it 
*^ is the earneft wifli and defire of all, who are 
'' prefent either perfonally, or by reprefentative^ 
'' to live together in the ftricleft bonds of amity 
" and peace; and to affift each other with their 
^' council, their property, and their lives — ^to efta- 
" blifli a fyftem of commerce upon the moft jufr 
" and liberal terms, and to provide for the fecurity 
" of the traveller, by maintaining good order, 
" and regularity, within the limits of the repuUic. 
" From this moment, property of every defcrip- 
" tion fhall be held facred. No one Ihall invade 
** the rights of his neighbor ; but all private dif- 
*' putes fliall be decided by the magiftrate, to wh^fe 
*' tribunal they are amenable. All legal preroga- 

*' tives, 
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** tiVrt, wlirthef dva or cccldfeftical, ifeafl fee pf ^^ 
•* ferved inviolate* Th« €06tra^ng parties fui^ 
** ther ptomife, nevir to interfere iri the cctacern« 
« of the abbey of Difentis, but to fiificr the dec^ 
^* tioft 6f the abbot to proceed with uncontrotded 
*^ freedom* But as difturbances may arife in the' 
«^^ beft conftituted communities, it becomes necef- 
^ fary to provide for thofe crfes, to whieh the 
•* common courfe of law is Inapplicable/ Should 
*' any dlfficuity ctf this nature unhappily oteur, a 
** cottithifliott Ihall be formed in the foliowing 
" mkftiler : The abbot of Difentb fiiaffl nominate 
•' three perfons; an equal number fliaJl be appoint- 
** ed by the barons of Razuns and the count of 
** Siax; i«rhtfe the communities of I^ms, and of 
** the fthdnwdd, fhall fend only two for each dif- 
^' trifit. By the decifion of thefe delegates itedl the^ 
** affair be finally determined; and in cafe any op- 
^* pofition Ihould be made to the execution of the 
" decree, it Ihall be enforced by the united efforts^ 
" of the whole confederacy. Whenever bufinefe 
*^ of iftiportance demands more than ordinary at-^ 
^^ tention, a general affembly fliall be convened at 
*^ Truns. Belides which, a decennial meeting fhall 
*^ be regularly held for the public renewal of the' 
*^ league, that it may be imprinted, in indelible* 
** charatfters, on the minds of di fucceeding gene-- 
"tations/* 



tt wsM farther stgreed^ that no one di()uld be ad-* 
nitted into t]ie bdad^ withoot die general d^nfent 
of the whole. An additional claufe Was alfd sUkled^ 
fiating that no article in this treaty was to inter* 
IbM with the engagemimts^ whkh previoufly . 6i1> 
lifted between the abbot and the foreft cantonsi 
or between the count of Sax and the duke of 
Milan. ^ 

Such is the tenor of that celebrated bond, which 
gave birth to the Rhaetian republic. From the 
nature of the country, which on account of it*s 
vicinity to the fources of feveral of the largeft ri- 
vers in Europe, is probably the moft elevated of 
any in our quarter of the globe, it is frequently 
termed the Upper League; but it is more com- 
monly known by the appellation of the Gre/y or 
as we, from a fervile imitation of the pooreft of 
all modern languages, are pleafed to term it, the 
Gri/on League* 

The manifold advantages, that arofe from this 
affociation of interefts, afforded a ftrong induce-* 
ment to all the neighboring people to proceed upon 
a fimilar plan. Hence feveral confederacies were 
fucceffively formed amid the Alpine hifls, under 
, different denominations; all of which were'confti- 
tuted upon the iame fundamental principles, but 

varied 
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varied in thoie lighter Ihades, vdiich difi:riminkte 
character, ^thout changing the general i-efem^ 
blance* 

Such Was the league of the ten Communities j and 
that of the Houfe of God. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Council of Bale — Eugenius IV. — Union of the Greek - 
and Latin Churches — HuJJites — Vi^e^j^ of Manners 
during the Fifteenth Century, 

THE wifli of preferving, fo far as tHe nature 
of this work Vill admit, a regular chain of 
events, induces us to continue our review of eccle- 
fiaftical affairs, though in point of chronology, they 
would perhaps come under pur confideration at 
fome future period, with greater propriety. It may 
be faid, indeed, that the tranfaftions of the coun- 
cil of Bale have no immediate" connexion with the 
affairs of Switzerland. But independantly of the 
war with the Huijites, in which the confederates 
took an active part, the proceedings of that af- 
fembly ar^e fo clofcly united with thofe of the 
council of Conftance, that a narrative of the one 
almoft neceffarily draws on a detail of the other, 
Befides, the manners, the opinions, the Uws, and 
even the well-being of fociety, were then fo inti- 
mately blended with the concerns of the church, 
that it is no eafy talk to feparate them. 

Vol. II, Z Not. 
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Notwithftanding all the decrees and regulation 
of the preceding councils, Benedid the thirteenth 

perfifted in retaining his ideal dignity till 
1424. the day of his death. And even then, he 

feemed defirous of extending his malevo--. 
lent influence beyond the limits of the grave. For 
which ptirpofe, upon his death-^bed, he folemnly 
recommended to the two cardinals, who ftill ad-^ 
hered to his party, to nominate a fucceflbr to the 
vacant chair. The pillars of the church obeyed, 
and another phantom arofe under the title of Cle^ 
ment the eighth. Alphonfo, the fifth, king of Ar- 
jagon, being it that time difpleafed with the con-, 
duel of the Roman pontiff, was happy in an op«t 
portunity of niortifying him, by declaring in fa* 
vor of his rival. 

Meanwhile, Martin transferred to Sienna the 
council, which had been indicated for Pavia, and 
from thence again removed it to Bale, where it 
was appointed to meet at the expiration of feven 
years. By this artful management, he flattered him* 
felf to throw the whole burden upon his fucceflbr, 
as according to the common calculation of human 
events, it was probable that he himfdf would be 
no longer in this world when the appointed pe- 
riod arrived. In the interim, however, he con- 
trived to bring about a reconciliation with Al* 
phonfo, the confequence of which was, that the 

degraded 
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degraded Clement was once more reduced to hi^ 
primitlye obfcurity. 

1431. Whatever may have been his merits as a 
pope» Martin proved himfelf a moft excellent cal* 
culator, fince he died a few weeks before the meet- 
ing of the council. Eugenius, the fourth, who 
fucceeded him, feems to have entertained the fame 
dread of all ecdefiaftical congrefles, which the vices 
and mifcondud of the fucceffors of St. Peter had 
rendered an effential part of the papal charader. 
But it would have been in the higheft degree im- 
prudent to di£ippoint the hopes and expectations 
of the Chriftian world by the fudden diffolution 
of an afTembly from whofe labors fo much good 
was apprehended. Eugenius, therefore, had re- 
courfe to artifice; and after a variety of ineflfeftual 
expedients to transfer the fittings to an Italian 
dty, he contented himfelf for the prefent with 
fending a legate to watch over it*s proceedings. 
While he fecretly determined inflantly to difmifs 
them, (hould the fathers prefume to undertake 
any thing, which was prejudicial to the holy fee 
—ah event which was too probable, fince the ge- 
neral cry of Europe was in favor of a reform. 

Nor was Eugenius deceived. For fcarce had 
the members entered upon bufinefs, than an at- 

Z 2 tack 
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taek was made upon the pontifical power, by re* 
viving the dreaded doctrine of the fupremacy of a 
council. Their next ftep was to fummon the pope 
to appear before them. But the humiliations to 
which John the twenty-third had been expofed, 
taught him what he had to expect. Nothing that 
could happen to him in Italy could be]^equally mor- 
tifying; he refolved therefore to brave their anger, 
and to difobey. Upon receiving a pofitive refufalj 
the affembly was proceeding to depofe him ; but 
in confideration of the interference of Si^fmund, 
they at length confented to grant the contumar 
cious pontiff a temporary refpite ; during which 
time he fent a deputation of cardinals to negodate 
in his name. 

This moderation, however, was merely appa- 
rent, and proceeded from his fears of the duke c£ 
Milan, who having advanced at the head of a con- 
liderable force, ravaged all the country in the vi- 
cinity of Rome. The indignation of that high- 
fpirited people, at this humiliating fpeclacle, was; 
no longer confined within any moderate bounds ; 
but rifmg in a tumultuous manner, they obliged 
Eugenius to fave himfelf from their fury by a pre- 
cipitate flight. 

It would be entitely foreign to our purpofe, ta 
^nter into a minute detail of the repeated effbrtSj^ 

whicl^ 
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If hich \^ere made on the one part to cbrred the 
abufes of the cburt of Rome, and the morals of 
the clergy; or to enumerate, on the other, all the 
intrigues and fubterfuges employed by that pol- 
luted body to elude the attack. Reafon, however, 
would in all probability have ultimately prevailed, 
over the caufe of corruption, had not an event 
taken place, which nituf ally furnilh'ed a niore plau- 
fible excufe, thah any that the complex wiles of 
Italian cunning, even when refined within the 
Walls of the Vatican, could poffibly have invented. 

The rapid progrefs of the! Turkifll arms ^ which 
had already wrefted from the fceptered theolo- 
gians^ who fwayed the ieaftern empire, leVery thing 
excej5t their capital, awakened the reigning. mo- 
narch to cares of a more important nature than 
gymnaftic games, or metaphyfical refearches. In 
the fad extremitv to which he was reduced, no 
hope was left him but in an unioh tvith the Latin 
church: Even the patriarch himfelf had fo far 
conquered his averfion to the Romifli ritual^ that 
iilthough a cardinars hat was more odious to hi^ 
fight than any other objed except the turban, he 
preferred even that to the utter annihilation of hi^ 
own authority. 

' In order that this weighty bufinefs might be 
tranfadted with greater facility, the Greek empe- 

Z 3 ror 
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tor propofed to attend the council in perfon^ ^and 
to bring with him a feleft number of the moft pro- 
found theologians, that the fchools of Conftanti- 
nople could produce.— *A very wife precaution, 
had it been his wifli to impede, inftead of faci- 
litating the union. 

iThough nothing could be further from the in- 
tention of Eugenius than to c&A this long pro^ 
jeAed reconciliation, which could never be accom- 
plifhed, without a mutual renunciati(Mi of many of 
vthofe abftrufe and incomprehenfible points, which 
are more precious in the eyes of fchoiaftic difpu- 
tants, than the iiobleft tenets of Chriftianity. Yet 
it afforded him a fair and fpecious pretext for 
transferring the aflembly to fome fpot in Italy, 
which might prove more convenient and agree- 
able to the royal theologian* But finding that 
the fathers, at Bale, were too uncourtly to prefer 
the accommodation of a fovereign to the good of 
the church, he immediately iflued a bull, diflblv- 
ing that council, and fummoning another to meet 
at Ferrara. 

1439. But Eugenius had to do with men of 
untraftable tempers, who felt that the pubHc oj*- 
nion was favorable to their pretenfions. With 
little hefitation, they c^me to a refolution not to 
feparate, till they had completed the purpofe for 

which 
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>5^kkh they were convened; whik by way o£ 
proving to the world that they were not to be in- 
timidated, they proceeded to decide his holineis 
guilty of contumacy, and fufpended him in confer 
fequence from the txcrcife of aU jurifdidtion, either 
rpiritual or temporal. Kugenius, on his part, wad 
equally defirous to fliew that the papal power was 
indepcndant of all earthly controul. For th^3 pur* 
pofe, he pubiifhed another bull^ excommunicating 
all perfons, without difiinftion, who ihould adhere 
tothefynodofBale* 

So indecent a fceiie^ at a moiheht when the ejci 
of all Europe were fixed upon the proceedings ot 
the Latin church, with more than common atten- 
tion, would have difgufted any people except th6 
Greeks. But they were too much aceiiftomed to 
theological controverfies, to be {hocked at any 
enormities which the virulence of party Could ex* 
tite, for the amufement of wit, and the ibandal oi 
piety. 

In the vei^ heat of the controverfy, Si^y&nund 
died, leaving behind him a reputation of integrity, 
which was fuificient to apologize for many a weak* 
nefs. Albert, duke of Auftria, had married a 
dlaiughter Of the late emperor, who, in defatdt of 
male iffue fucceeded to the crown of Bohemia* 
Upon the death of his father4n-law, Albert was 

Z 4 raifed 
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raifed to the vacant throne. Windeck, a contem- 
porary writer, v^^ho had frequent opportunities of 
making himfelf acquainted with this prince's cha- 
racter^ dwells upon his virtues and talents with 
peculiar fatisfaclion. Speaking of him, after his 
death, he expreffes himfelf in the following terms^* 
" Since the firft eftablifliment of Chriftianity, no 
'' fovereign was ever more deeply, or more d6- 
^' fervedly regretted by the world. It would be 
'/ difficult to point out the qualities, in which he 
^' moft excelled. His prudence, his love of juftice, 
'' his humanity, his aftivity and his courage, were 
*' equally objects of admiration; nor were his per- 
" fonal endowments inferior to thdm. In a word, 
*' his fubjefts had only one thing to regret — the 
'' fliortnefs of his reign." 

1438. Immediately after his election, the new 
emperor took the council under his proteftion. 
Tliis, however, was by ao means fufficient to pro- 
duce any change in the inflexible temper of Eu- 
genius. He fet all the powers of the world at de- 
fiance, transferred his council from Ferrara to Flo- 
rence, and appeared amid the fathers of either 
church with the triumphant air of a conqueror. 
The bufinefs was no»»v opened ; when after a dif- 
play of the moft abftrufe erudition, the Greeks 
Wiere at length prevailed upon to receive tlie opi- 
nion. <?f the Latin church \Aith refped to the pro- 
\ . . ceeding 
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^^ding of the Holy Spirit, and to acknowledge the' 
fiipremacy of the Roman pontiff. The latter vic- 
tory was of infinitely greater importanoe in the 
eyes of Eugenius, than all the controverted dog- 
mas of the fchools. Every thing elfe now became^ 
eafy, and the rival theologians embraced each 
other, in token of their fraternal reconciliation, 
with the fincerity of men who triumphed in each 
other's weaknels. 

But unfortunately for the peace of the cont^ci-^ 
ing churches, the miraculous change which had ' 
taken place in the minds of their dignitaries, did 
not extend to the vulgar. "One of the moft ma- 
terial points in difpute was the nature of purga- 
tory. The Greeks infifted that it was nothing more 
than an abode of darknefs and penitence; while 
the Latins, lefs humanely difpofed, contended for 
the entire purification of fouls by the agency of 
fire. This quefl:ion underwent the fevereft dif- 
cuffion ; but as no oral teftimony could be ob- 
tained, it wquld have probably continued a fub- 
jecl of controverfy to all fucceeding genera- 
tions, had not a folution been fortunately hit 
upon, which turned out to the mutual fatisfa£lion 
of all parties. And this was no other than the 
following — that purgatory was in reality a place 
of purification for departed fpirits, but that whe- 
ther fire or darknefs was the inftrument made 

ufe 
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v& of) was of little confequotice to enquire. Frotti 
this dediion we may learn with what facility the 
moft momentous queftions may be folved^pro^ 
vided the parties concerned are defirous of aa 
accommodation. The people of Conftantinople, 
however, were Ids tradable, and adhered to their 
andent prejudices, with an obfiinacy which no^ 
thing could conquer. 

1439. But to return to the fathers at Bale^ 
Hitherto, they had afted with prudence and mo- 
deration; but the fuccefs of Eugenius, in his rival 
fynod, and the reputation that he had acquired 
by the umon of the Greek and Latin churches, 
awakened a fpirit of jealoufy; which embittered 
all their fubfequent meafures. Giving way to the 
violence of their refentment, they depofed him, 
and deded Amadeus of Savoy, who, wearied 
with the cares of the world, had abandoned a 
throne, and retired to a beautiful hermitage, at 
Ripaille, a romantic and fequeftered ipot near the 
lake of Geneva. 

The reputation of Amadeus was high, ^neas 
Sylvius, who attended the council, fpeaks of him 
in the following flrain of panegyric. *' Amadeus, 
** during a long and glorious adminiftration, ful- 
** filled all the duties of a wife and virtuous prince* 
^ He was the protcftor of the widow and the or-^ 

** phan« 
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** phan. By his prudent regulations order and tran- 
** quillity were eftablifbed throughout his domi- 
*' nions, where robberies and murders were former* 
** ly fo frequent. During his reign, jufiice was ad- 
^^ miniftered, with an equal hand, both to the rich 
*^ and to the poor. When engaged in wars, it was 
** rather by afts of benevolence than by force of 
*' arms, that he fought to fubdue his enemy. But 
*• wearied at length with worldly grandeurs, he 
^< retired to RipaiUe, there to dedicate the rem* 
** nant of his days to the fervice of God. In that 
*• peaceful retreat, his drcls confifted of the rodeft 
^ and plaineft materials, and was merely fuffident 
" to defend him againft the fcverity of the winter. 
" His meals were fimplc, fparing, and uniform* 
*' Such too was the regularity, the difdpline, and 
^ the devotion obferved in the monaftery, which 
^^ he founded, that a more exemplary and jhous 
*^ eftabliihment was fcarce to be &en upon the 
** furfaee of the earth/* 

Europe, however, was at length fo weary of the 
fichifms which had prevailed of late years, in the 
church, that all the virtues of the royal hermit, 
who affumed the name Qf Felix, could draw oveif 
but few adherents to his party. Withcmt detach- 
ing themfelves from the council of Bale, the far 
greater part of the chriftian powers remained un- 
ihaken in their obedience to the Roman pontiff; 

fo 
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fo that Felix, after fupporting his equi^?^ocal ho- 
nors for the fpace of eight years, thought it pru- 
dent to take a final leave of all terreftrial dignities^ 
ijpon the deftion of Nicholas the fifths who fut- 
cee^ed Eugenius in 1447. 

It is liot our ititention to enter into any regida-' 
tions, which took place in the difciplirie of the 
church; but there is one eVent^ which happened 
during the council of Bale, that merits fome at- 
tention. After the bafe and inhuman treatment 
which Hufs had experienced from the council of 
Conftance, it could hardly be expefted that any 
of his followers Ihould truft themfelves within the 
jurifdiftion of an ecclefiaftical fynod. Yet ftrainge 
as it may feem, it is equally true that ProcOpius,' 
the fucceffor of Zifca, appeared at Bale, during 
the fitting of the council. But he came attended 
by fo formidable a fuite, that he had little to fear,' 
while he was an object of terror to others. Thi^ 
ftep, however creditable to himfelf, proved fatal 
to his party. Deputies were fent into Bohemia^ 
under color of continuing the negociation, which 
Procopius had begun; but the true purport of 
their miflion was of a very different nature. Con- 
vinced, by fatal experience, that the Huflites were 
invincible, while actuated by one common inte- 
reft, no means of corruption wereldft unpraclifed, 
which feemed likely to divide them. And the 

nobles/ 
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pobles, who began already to be difpleafed witK 
many of the political principles, profeffed by their 
collez^es, were eafily perfuaded to confider theni 
both as fanatical and feditious. 

No fooner had they fucceeded in fpreading the 
feeds of diffention among the Huffites, than the 

catholic army fell upon them unawares, 
1434. and having obtained a compleat viftory, 

in which Procopius fell, they tarnifhed 
their triumph by every aft of atrocious cruelty, 
that the favage refinements of perfccuting zeal can 
inflift upon fuifering nature. 

Nothing more of import anceoccurred during 
the fittings of the council. If we confider the du- 
ration qf this affembly, we are furprifed to find 
that fo little fhould have been done; but when, 
on the other hancj, we refleft upon the temper of 
the times, we may fairly decide, that full as much 
was accompiifhed as the prejudices of the age 
would allow. To promote any effential reform 
in matters of fo delicate a nature as thofe of re- 
ligion, requires a fuperior degree of intelligence ; 
and in the fifteenth century, the governments of 
Europe were but jufi: emerging from a fl:at*e of 
barbarifm ; while the people were every where a 
prey to the moft abjeft and degrading fuperfl:ition. 

Even 
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Even tbe more enlightened dais 6f ecdefiaiHcs^ 
who were moft violent in their dedamations againft 
the corruptions of Rome, were more frequently 
engaged in dirty intrigues for the prefervation 
.of their own benefices, than in any enlightened 
fcheme for the eftabliihment of order, or the pro- 
pagation of truth. 



We have now brought down our hiftory to the 
period, which we propofed to ourfelves from it's 
commencement. The talk has hitherto been agree- 
able, as it muft ever afford a fentiment of pleafure 
to a benevolent mind, to contemplate the human 
charader under it's fimpleft form; while yet un- 
tainted by the fedudions of poliflxed life, unhar- 
dened by the fpeculations of commerce, and un» 
corrupted by the intrigues of government. It is 
true, there is no artificial glow of coloring, no 
ftudied difpofition of light and ihade, to mlflead 
the judgment, or to veil dcfefts : the portrait ap- 
pears in the rude drefs of nature, with all her 
firong and charadleriftic pafiions. At the firft 
glance, one predominant feature arrefts our atten- 
tion : it is the love of liberty — ^a fentiment, per- 
haps of all others, the moft fertile in heroic at- 
chievements j for there are no temptations of in- 

tereft, 
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tcreft, no pro^e6b of worldly grandeur, that can 
divert the patriot from his purpofe^-death or 
freedom are the only alternatives. 

From a ijpark, which kindled in the field of 
. Rutli, we have followed the fpreading flame, as 
it gradually difiufed itfelf over a wider furface, till 
it embraced the far greater part of Helvetia. For 
though as yet, the league was confined to the 
right original cantons, which conflituted what 
is termed the ancient bond, there was fcarce a 
town of any confequence in Switzerland, that had 
not imbibed the generous ientiment of liberty, 
gnd was already preparing to byrft it's chains. 
It is true, the accefiion of five other cantons (for 
as yet Appenzd was confidered in no other light 
than that of an ally) gave additional fplmdor to 
the Helvetic unions but a fpirit of jealouiy had 
already found it's way into the very bofom of the 
'confederacy, and mined the vitals of the confti- 
tution, while, to a cafual obferver, the body po» 
)itic was acquiring additional ftrength and vigor. 

Union is the true fource of profpcrity to every 
nation, but to none more fo, than to a ftate 
which, like Switzerland, was compofed of fcpa- 
rate commonwealths, the objeds and purfuits of 
which were widely different, and whofe manners; 
9jid conftitutions were by no means the &me. So 

long 
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long as the wcaknefs of the Helvetic republics ex* 
poied them continually to the ambitious projects 
of the houfe of Auflxia, they were connected by the 
love of independance ; but when the fenfelefs con-^ 
dndt of Frederic had drawn upon him the refent- 
mentof Sigifinund, backed by all the power, and 
all the influence of the church, the conquefts which 
-were then made by the confederates, gave fuch a 
confifiency to their government, that the houfe of 
Anfiria ceaied to be any longer an objeft of terror 
to them. From that moment, the charm, by 
which they had hitherto been kept together, was 
idiflblved. IKicordant interefts, and diflionorable 
views, ufurpedthc place of honeft zeal for the pub^ 
lie wd&re; while the natural turbulence of the 
Helvetic charafter broke forth in domeftic diffenr 
tions. The haughty virtue of the Schwcitzers 
was ill calculated to bear with the affected ftu- 
periority of the wealthy Zurickers. Hence the 
proud integrity of the former was in conftant coL- 
lifion with the fpeculating meannefs of the latter, 
till it finally produced an explofion, which mer 
naced the whole alliance with deftruftion. — But 
to purfue this fubjecl further, would be to anti- 
cipate events, which come not within the com- 
paj& of our prefent plan. Thus much, however, 
it feemed neceffary to fay, by way of corrobo- 
rating the aflertion, that from the war bet%v€en Z«- 
r/V, and the other mmbers of the Helvetic league^ tl^ 

confederacy 
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tmfederacy received a blow ^ from which it never reci^ 
'vered. . 

M. de Montefquieu has laid it down as ^m in- 
variable principle, that virtue is the true, and only 
bafis of a republican government. The pofition is 
moft admirable in theory. Wcarc it equally fo in 
praftice, .we can difcover no valid reafon for 
confining it to republics alone; but would wil- 
lingly extend it's benign influence to every other 
form of human polity. That ingenious and allur- 
ing writer has, indeed, thought proper, from the 
love, of methodical arrangement, to clals defpotifm 
among the different fpecies of governments j but 
It is in fad no government at aE; it is an abuic 
of government, and is with refpcft to monarchy^ 
exa£Uy what anarchy is with refpeft to freedom. 

It may perhaps appear prefumptuous in us, to 
differ from an author of fuch eftabliflied celebrity 
as M. de Montefquieu; yet it is impoffible for us 
to conform implicitly to a fyftem, which ifeems^n 
many refpeds to be rather brilliant and capti* 
Vating, than founded upon experience, or con* 
jiftent ^lith the order of things. We have only to 
examine the different republics, that have flourifh- 
cd fince the days of Solon and Lycurgus, to dif- 
cover, that whateva: may have been the prindpks, 
upon which they adcd in the early period of 
. Vol. IL A a Infancy, 
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infancy, they no fooner acquired fufficient ftrengtk 
to deviate from the path of honefty, than they 
boldly threw afide the malk of virtue, invaded the 
rights of other people, and neglefted their own, 
with a degree of profligacy, which was never ex- 
ceeded by any nation — not even under the arbi- 
trary adminiftration cf Charles the fifth, or by 
the abandoned courtiers of Lewis the fourteenth. 

The republic of Rome, notwithftanding the 
proud parade of ftoic virtue, was, from it's origin, 
the avowed enemy of human repofe* The god, 
which the Romans ferved, was intereft. At the 
devouring flirine of that iniatiate divinity, was 
every other principle to be facrificed. Whatever 
was great, or noble, beyond the limits of their 
entire, excited the jealoufy of thofe ferocious con- 
querors, and was devoted to deftrudion for no 
other reafon, than becaufe it was noble and great. 
Afting upon this atrocious fyftem, they annihi- 
lated.the poor remains of Grecian liberty. With 
this view they dethroned the monarchs of lower 
Afia. For the accompliihment of this abominable 
projeft, even the virtuous Scipio deceived and 
ruined the hdplefs Carthaginians. The injuftice 
and ingratitude of the Athenians form features 
in their national charafter no lefs ftriking, than 
the brilliancy of their wit, or the inconftancy of 
their difpofition. Not even the rude integrity of 

Sparta 
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Sparta was proof agjunft the corruptions of fuc- 
cefs. 

If ever there exifted a republic, which was ered- 
€d upon a virtuous principle, it was that of Helve- 
tia. The more nearly we inveftigate the motives 
which adhiated it's founders, and the meafures 
. they purfued, the greater reafon we Ihall difcover 
to conform ourfelves to this opinion. In vain we 
look for the ftrifes of ambition, or the wars of in-' 
tereft. They had no fliare in the a£Hons of that 
plain, and honeft people, whofe hearts were pure as 
the Alpine breeze, whofe manners were uncorrupt- 
ed as the mountain fpring. And yet in the courfe 
of a century and an half, a tide of uninterrupted 
profperity was fufficient to infeft the two leading 
ftates, with all thofe vices and paflions, which ard 
the infeparable companions of wealth and com- 
merce. The intereft of the public was facrificed to 
that of the individual. The grand, and adtive prin- 
ciple of the federation was forgotten, amid the 
violence of domeftic diffentions, and an unnatural 
union formed with the hereditary enemy of Hel- 
vetic ihdependance. 

The deftiny of Helvetia appears to us a fatisfac- 

tory proof, that virtue^ conjidered as the fundamental^ 

principle of government J is the mere phantom of a; 

heated imagination — the child of theory and fpe- 

^ .' A a 2 '^ culatioii. 
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dilation— -but that it is in vain to look for it m 
any aggregate body, compofed of fuch corrupted 
beings as men* Virtue^ and greatnefs^ we fear to 
be almoft incompatible in exalted polls, and more 
particularly fo, according to the abandoned fyfiem 
of modern politics* In a private ftation, we may 
repofe fecurely upon the bed of innocence, but 
from the moment that we embark upon the pe- 
rilous ocean of public life,, the virtue of the mt)ft 
virtuous is in danger. 

It . may then be alked, with fome appearance 
of reafon, in what confifts the difference, which 
is fo vifible in the characters of different people, 
and even of the fame people, under a different 
form of government ? The anfwer is plain and 
eafy. // conjijis in the feelings of the heart. In that 
noble fentiment of independance, Y^hich tells the 
loweft citizen of a free ftate, that he is a Man, 
and as fuch has an equal claim to the prote<3ion 
of the laws, with the proudeft, and moli wealthy 
©f his countrymen,. 

Deprive him of this, and^ his whole nature 
alters. It matters little by what means the change 
IS produced. Whether by the hand of power, or 
by the prefTure of poverty, and diftrefs. The ef- 
fed, in either cafe, will be fimilar. 

Examples 
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Examples of this kind may efcape the commoa 
obferver, but to the philofopher, who inveftigates 
the iprings and motives of human conduct, they 
appear in all the ftrong and melancholy features 
of truth. Behold the man, whefe arm alone is 
fufficient to procure him every neceflary of life ! 
With what a bold and elevated countenance he 
looks around him! The finile of content fits 
light upon his brow. That fmile is the charac- 
teriftic of freedom. It denotes the jfedings of a 
heart, which can re|dy, with fearlefs dignity, to 
the mightieft of mankind, I am like yourself-— 
jl man. Let us now revcrfe the picture. Let 
ViS reduce the fame perfon to a precarious depen- 
dance upon the bounty of others for his daily 
fiibfiftence. He will no longer be recogniiable. 
Not a feature, not an adion, n »: a word will be 
the fame. The open countenance of confcious 
honefty has difappeared, and affumed the dofe, 
"asid fuilen eKprefiion of difcontent, fervility and 
•deipair! 

The hiftory of mankind, in every period of the 
world, confirms the truth of this remark. But 
no inflance can be adduced more ftrlking than 
what may be found in a comparifon of tli« Ro* 
man character, under the confular, and papal go- 
vernment.— And woe to the country where fo 
A a 3 fatal 
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fatal a mctamorphofe has taken place ! The liBer- 
ties of that people no longer exift, but on the pre- 
carious tenure of their fovereign's difcretion. 



Before we take a final leave of our fiibjecl:, we 
fliall once more attempt to trace a hafty outline of 
the manners which prevailed in Switzerland, and 
the adjacent countries, during the courfe of the 
fifteenth century. It is not the ifiue of a battle, 
or the refult of a congrefs, which alone intereft an 
enlightened and fpeculative mind. Amid the 
pomp of HMlitary triumphs, the imagination is 
dazzled, and the judgment mifled. But before 
we can decide, with confidence, upon the real, 
ftate of a nation, we muft vifit the cottage of the 
peaiantv We muft be prefent at his humble meal. 
If we behold him rife from the homely repafi, 
with a cheerful, and contented countenance, if we 
fee him gaze, with an eye of delight, upon a nu» 
merous and healthy offspring, we may then ven- 
ture to pronounce the government to be good, 
the people to be happy. But if, after a day of - 
fatigue and toil, he is unable to fiitisfy the crav-: 
WgS ctf nature — if, in fuUen and filent grief, he 
looks down upon his children, who are crying in 
vain for a litde bread, or tears himfeif from their 

innocent 
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innocent carefles, unable any longer to fuppbrt 
the excruciating fcene — ^thc ftate of that fodety 
will draw from us the tear of compaf&on, although 
they fliould have fubjugated the whole globe by 
the valor of their arms, or rendered it tributary 
to their commercial fpeculations. 

By the acquifitions, which they had recently 
made, the Helvetic fiates acquired fuch adiii- 
tional force, that they had no longer atny thing to 
fear from the neighboring powers. The reputa- 
tion, fo nobly earned in the field of battle, was a 
barrier moreibrmidable than thofe which nature 
furniihed. The principle of unions too, in which 
alone the real ftrength of Helvetia confifted, had 
hitherto acquired permanence and force. The 
rude inhabitants of the foreft cantons continued 
ftill to be the fathers and protectors of the gen^rail: 
confederacy. For though both Berne, and Zuric^^ 
far furpaffed them in wealth and population, they 
were excelled by none, in thofe exalted qualities, 
that charafterize the real patriot. In. thofe great> 
and commercial dti^s, the love of gain had al« 
ready divided the plodding mind of fpecuJatiop 
with the love of liberty. But the true fpirit of 
independance ftill exifted, in all it's purity, amid 
tlie valleys of Uri, Schweitz, and Unterw^den. 
The plain and open manners of that rough . an4- 
A a 4 ardcfs 
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iftlefs people were ftrongly contrafted, in the po^ 
{rular affemblies at Conftance, with the liixury, ef- 
fetftinaq^, and duplicity of the Italians, who were 
trerfed in all the refinements of the Auguftan age# 
What a fource of refledion for a contemplative 
mind ! What a picture for the philofopher, and 
the fiatefman ! 

If we examine the fituation of the lower claffes, 
the internal economy* of a Swife cottage will pre- 
fcnt us with a perfed model of domeftic felicity. 
Engaged in the purfuits of agriculture, or ck:cu- 
pied with the education of their ^children, the 
happy and contented pair, when the labors of the 
4ay were over, met each other with the fmile of 
fttisfa^ion. Their hearts were the feats of bene- 
♦ofence — their repaft the repaft of hofpitality — 
flieir repofe the repofe of innocence. Addi<5ted 
a^ to the fports and paftimeg of ruftic life, and 
fond of mirth, and conviviality, the holidays were 
i^nt among their friends, and relations, in feftive 
amufements. The did delighted themfelves with 
jmific, the young with dancing. They fung their 
'%trces and their God ; not was the mufe negled* 
lui of the fofter paffion. Their games, t^, were 
&iited to a nation of foldiers, being calcubted to 
g!^ health and adivity to the body^ energy and 
"tigor to the mi&d 

Gaming 
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Gaming is a paffion of fiich univcrial prevalence^ 
even among the moft favage nations, that we can- 
not be furprized to meet with it in the romantic 
valleys of Helvetia. But we fliould have expefted 
that chajlitj would have been prized as the moft 
effential ornament of the female characler. Yet 
ftrange as it may found, it is corre£Uy true, that 
there are very few countries in modern Europe, 
where the licentioufiiefe of the women is carried 
to a greater excefs. We muft not, however, fup- 
pofe, that, among the unpoliflied natives of the 
. Alps, gallantry was decorated with all thofe refine- 
ments of fenfibility, and afFeftation, which it fi> 
artfully affumes to palliate the deformity of vice. 
When a man became the reputed father of chil- 
dren, which he fuppofed were not his own— or 
when a daughter, led aftray by paffion, returned 
4o the paternal roof with an offspring unfanftion- 
ed by law — in either cafe, the hulband and parent 
exclaimed, Es [ft Gottes wille!*' and thus recon- 
ciled themfelves to their misfortune with tl» 
feme degree of refignation, wi^-h whict they 
would have fupported any other of the unavoid- 
able evils of life. This, indeed, is a fpecies of phi- 
lofophy, that we fliould have rather looked for 
in the meridian of a court, than among the rude 
fo^s of Helvetia, ^^f^d^^ /i^^/^^ ^.^^.^^^ 

♦ It is the will of God. 

•^^^*^ /ur-^ ^^gj^.^ ^ a ^^.*^2Sh«v.*^ '^'^'^ The 
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The habits of the higher orders differed little 
from thofe, which we have akeady found oc- 
caiion to defcribe. To attend the celebration of 
the mafe was the firft occupation of the morning. 
The remainder of the day was dedicated to hunt- 
ing, or to, martial Iports. In the evening they af- 
fembled in the ball-room, or over the bowl. It 
has ever been a cuftom, among the nations of the 
north, to pais much of their time at table. The 
natural referve, and aufterity of the German cha- 
rader, was there thrown afide, while the heart ex- 
panded, amid the charms of conviviality, in mu- 
tual confidence, and unreferved friendihip* 

. But the grand bufinefs of their lives was war. 
The attainment of fuperior Ikill in all military ex- 
ercifes, was the chief objeft of their education, 
and the -tournament the fchool of honor. Strange 
would it found in modern times, to hear it related 
among the brighteft qualities in the charafter of 
an accomplilhed prince, " that he had fpent his 
** time in wandering from province to province, 
*^ fighting in every town through which he 
** paffed." Yet fuch is the eulogium beftowed 
upon Henry of Luxembourg, and his brother 
Baldwin, by an hiftorian, who ferioufly intended to 
write their panegyric. 

jiEneas 
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' ^neas Sylvius, fpeaking of Albert of Branden- 
burg, furnaitied Achilles^ fays, " that he bore a:way 
*' the prize in feventy tournaments." Much has 
been written in praife of an inftitution, which 
was fuppofed to elevate the mind to glory. But 
to us it appears, that this celebrated diverfion,i fo 
much followed, and admired, throughout Europe, 
in days of gallantry and romance, was evidently 
borrowed from the mofl: favage of all fpedacles, 
which was ever invented for the amufement of a 
civilifed people. Among, the Romans, indeed, 
perfons of rank had the good fenfe to remain tran- 
quil fpeftators 6f the bloody fcene, and to enjoy, 
at perfect eafe, the graceful agonies of an expiring 
gladiator, till the frantic folly of a delirious em- 
peror ambitioned the honor of exhibiting his mur- 
derous (kill to a degenerate people, who were bafe 
enough to applaud him for fo profligate an act. 
But the inhabitants of the north, defirous of im- 
proving upon the entertainments of Rome, con-; 
fidered the profeffion of a gladiator as no way dif- 
graceful to perfons of illuftrious birth. Aduated 
by a romantic frenzy, they ran about the world 
for the exprefs purpofe of fighting againft men 
vhom they had never feen, and with whpm they 
had no quarrel. 

Nor was the amufement lefs dangerous than it 
was favage. Indeed there was fcarce a family, 

which 
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•which had not to mourn fome near relation, the 
victim of this ferocious paftime.* Yet fuch was 
the delight it occafioned, that no public feftival 
could take place wthout a tournament. In vain 
did' the pope, in quality of univerfal father of the 
chriftian world, oppofe this perilous inftitutioh, 
as repugnant to the precepts of the gofpel. Pre- 
judice and paflion got the better of religion ; and 
great as was the attachment of mankind to the 
holy fee, their attachment to folly and falblon 
was ftill more prevalent. In fpite of councils, and 
decretals, the higheft dignitaries of the church 
were frequently prefent at the celebration of theffe 
forbidden fpecbcles* While fome of them ha\e 
been known to exchange the mitre for the, hel- 
met, and to enter the lifts amid the combatants. 

The knights of Suabia, and lower Germany^ 
yielded to none in martial exercifes. Such, in- 
deed, was the reputation they enjoyed, that ad- 
venturers flocked from every quarter, to contend 
with them for the palm of honor. A memorable 
combat of this nature is frequently mentioned by 
the early writers. Don Juan of Merlo, a noble 
Spaniard, during one of thefe chivalrous excur- 

* The memory of the reader will furnifh him with numerous 
inftances of this kind. We fhall therefore content ourfclves 
with recalling to his recolledion the premature death of Henry 
fccond of France. 

fions. 
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iions, came to Bale. Having announced himfelf 
pf illuftrious defcent, he declared the purport of 
Jiis journey. He had travelled, he faid, through 
a thoufand cities, and had broken a hundred 
lances, yet had never met with a rival worthy to 
difpute the prize. Henry of Ranftein, who heard 
the proud defiance, was inflamed with indigna* 
tion at the arrogance of the ftranger, and felt for 
the honor of his country. Without hefitation he 
threw down the gage, leaving to Merlo the choice 
of weapons. The day was fixed. The judges 
were appointed. The high reputation of the rival 
knights drew crowds of fpedators from the ad- 
jacent provinces, and fo great was the influx of 
foreigners, that the magiftrates grew apprehenfive 
for the fidFety of the city. A flrong detachment 
of troops was pofted at; the only gate through 
which they were permitted to enter^ Horfemen 
patroled the ftreets, while twenty arined veflels 
guarded the paflage of the river, and commanded 
the principal avenues of the town. The lifts wxre 
held in the great fquare. The judges led the 
way, and took their feats. The fenate followed,, 
dad in compleat armour, and preceded by the 
banner of the ftate, while the proceffion vrzs clofed 
by a long train of knights, and ladies, from the 
neighboring countries. 

The 
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due by force of arms* The following anecdote u 

rdated of an archbifliop of Cologne, who had 

crefted one of thefe robber-fortreffes. The perfon 

to whom he had entrufted the command, inquired 

very naturally into the amount of his falary; 

upon which the prelate led him to a window, and 

-^ /ZihC . /^ii /pointed fi gnificantl y to four roads, which w ere 

^ ^4 tit within fight of the caftle — ^meaning thereby to in- 

A)y. * dicate, that whatever pafled, was a fair object of 

/ ' plunder. 

This martial fpirit had found it^s way into the 
Very towns, and blended itfelf with the municipal 
duties of a burgher's life. So that a horfe, and a 
fuit of armor, were confidered as neceffary appen- 
dages to the ftation of a free burgefs. Even the 
lower claffes of mechanics had their arms in con- 
ftant readinefs, and were prepared to^fally forth, 
whenever the alarm was founded. 

But in proportion as trade increafed, and com* 
Jtnerce flourilhed, the love of arms declined. The 
intercourfe, which took place between diftant na- 
tions, enlarged the underftanding, refined the 
manners, and expanded the views of man. How 
far the national charafter was benefited by the 
change— or whether in foftening and polilhing 
it's ruder parts, many folid and eftimable virtues 
were -uot rubbed, away-— i. a queftion for the mo- 
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ifaiift to difcufs. Hofpitality and good faith, how* 
(ever, continued ftill to be the diftinguilhing cha* 
rafteriijics both of the Swifs, and Germans. Ste- 
jphen, duke of Bavaria, being upon a vifit to Ga- 
leazzo Vifconti, at Milan, the latter was conti- 
nually boafting of his treafufeSj and of the extent 
bf his power* Stephen, foi* fome days, liftened 
with attentionj but being at length Wearied with 
a coriftant repetition of the fame topic, he took 
bccafioii to make the following remark : " Youf 
" lituation^ cdufin^ appears to me to be rathet 
*' brilliant than enviable. It is true, that on our 
*^ fide the AlpSj we are poffeffed of lefs wealth, 
*' and of lefs power* But then we enjoy k blef- 
" fing, to which you are a ftraiiger, and which is 
" not without it^s value*— we sleeI* secure in 
*' tHE BOSOM 01? loyalty/' Galcazzo was ftruck 
with the obfervation, for he liad never before re-* 
.fleeted upon the many dangers, to which arbitrary 
power is expofed. The life of his fubjeds he knew 
to be entirely at his difpofal; but never recollefted, 
that liis own life was equally fo at their*s. The 
event, howe^'^er, proved, that Stephen's policy 
Was the fafer, as Galeazzo foon after periihed by 
the poignard of an aifaffin. 

Events of this nature are common in all arbi- 
trary governments. Yet the annals of Germany 
fcarce afford an inftance (Albert the firft except-^ 

Vol.il Bb cd) 
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ed) of any fovereign who periflied by the hand of 
his fubjecls. That this was entirely owing to the 
virtues, and equitable adminiftration, of the reign- 
ing princes, we cannot take upon ourfdves to af- 
firm. We muft then fearch for the caufe in fome 
other principle, and we fliall find it in the heart? 
of that plain and loyal people, whofe incorruptible 
integrity was proof againft the fevereft of all trials 
— OPPRESSION. As a balance to thefe virtues, 
both Swifs and Germans are accufed of fuperfti* 
tion, and of inebriety. The former may, in a 
great degree, be attributed to that eafy credulity, 
which is the child of confcious integrity^ Since 
he, who is above all deceit himfelf, is unwilling to 
believe that he is impofed upon by others. The 
latter frequently arifes from an erroneous idea of 
hofpitality. But the want of, rational converfa- 

•tion, and more refined pleafures, had alfo it's fhare. 
Perhaps the love of drinking was never carried to 
a greater excefs. The man who was able to lay the 
whole company under the table, boafted of the deed 

^as of a feat of glory. So little had the light, which 
already began to diflufe itfelf over more favored 

•countries, chearedwith it's benignant rays the Al- 
pine regions. Indeed, fo far from allowing drun- 
kennefs to be criminal, the Germans infifted, that 

. whei'ever it prevailed,the people were open-hearted, 

-friendly, faithful to their engagements, conftant in 
their attachments, of manly characters, and of intre- 
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pidcourag^; but that in thofe countries, where the 
ufe of ftrong liquors was lefs frequent, every low 
and unnatural vice was praftifed; while treachery, 
diflimulation, fraud, cunning, cowardice, and hy- 
pocrify, formed the national charafter. That the 
picture was fketched with fomc degree of corred- 
nefs, we fliall not attejnpt to deny; but the infe- 
rences, which are drawn from it, are not equally 
clear. 

Strangers as the Germans were to the refine- 
ments of poliftxed fociety, inftances are not want- 
ing to fliew, that they frequ'^ntly carried the love 
of magnificence, and oftentation, to an extrava- 
gant excefs. The wedding of George, duke of 
Bavaria-Lanfhut, with Hedwige, princefs of Po- 
land, affords a ftriking example. Contemporary 
writers have defcribed this fplendid ceremony with 
the minuteft accuracy. Albert of Brandenbourg, 
and his lady, were accompanied by one hundred 
females of the firft diftinftion ; fourteen of whom 
attended the litter on horfeback, richly habited, 
and wearing white plumes, which were faftened 
to their hats with clafps of diamonds. The empe- 
ror Ferdinand, and his fon, had a retinue of fix 
thoufand horfe. The bride walked between the 
emperor and duke Otho, The former was attired 
in a magnificent robe of crimfon and gold. Hi^ 
mantle was richly embroidered with pearls, inter- 

B b 2 fperfed 
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fperfed with precious ftoncs. On his bycaft, hef 
wore a large crofs, compofed of the choiceft bril- 
Kants, and other coftly jewels. The drefs worn 
by Hedwige, confifted of a ihort petticoat, of 
brown filk, encircled with a deep fringe of pearls* 
Her veil was of correfponding beauty. Round 
her waift was faftened a girdle of the fineft pearls, 
intermixed with precious ftones, which defcended 
on the left fide with magnificent taflels. The bride- 
groom was habited in a robe of red tafFety, al- 
moft entirely covered with a rich embroidery of 
precious ftones. His mantle was fliort, according 
to the falbion of the ^'mes, and equalled the tunic 
in fplendor and tafte. A magnificent collar of 
jewels blazed around his neck. His crown was of 
maffive gold. His hair was confined by a band 
of pearls of extraordinary fize and tranfparency.r 
From his crown hung a narrow veil, which reach- 
ed no lower than the eye-brow, and was edged 
with a fringe of gold. The other princes were 
clad with equal fplendor, and feemcd to vie with 
each other in magnificence. 

At a diet held at Frankfort, in 1397, Leopold of 
Auftril is faid to have entertained four thoufiind 
horfe at his own coft. Indeed, the vaft retinues, 
with which perfons of dift:inaion were attended, 
were frequently fo numerous, that it became a 
matter of extreme difficulty to furnilh provifion* 

for 
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for the immenfe crowds which reforted to every 
public meeting. 

Though armour appears to have been ufually 
worn by the nobility, yet if we give credit to the 
ancient chroniclers, the fefhions were nearly as 
variable, and certainly far more expenfive, than 
in the prefent age. Nor was the imitation of fo- 
reign modes lefs fervile and minute.- Indeed, 
upQn great occafions, it was no uncommon thing 
for perfons to change their drefs three or four 
times in the courfe of a day, and to appear fuccef- 
fivdy in the habits of different nations.— A cuftom 
which certainly afforded a very confklerable lati* 
tude for the difplay of tafle, and for the wafte of 
money* 

Nor was this fpecies of luxury confined to the 
reigning families alone, but had found it's way, 
almoft every where, into the higher dafTes of fo- 
ciety. Previous to the celebration of a fplendid 
tournament, %t Heifcron, towards the clofe of the 
fifteenth century, a decree was ifTued, prohibiting 
the ladies from having more than four gala dreflfes. 
And of thefe, none were to be made entirely of 
doth of gold, nor wqrked with pearls or precious 
ftones. The beauty, who tranfgreffed, was ex- 
cluded both from diflributing the prizes, and 

B b 3 from 
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from opening the balls. A fevere penalty for fe* 
taijfle vanity! 

It is a Angular faft—but it is no lefs true than 
fingular— that the dreadftd plague, which defo- 
lated Europe during the fourteenth century, and 
which was mentioned in a former chapter, was 
productive of a very ftriking change in the do- 
meftic economy of Europe, and tended vifibly to 
increafe the little comforts and luxuries of life. 
Before this fatal period, cleanlinefe feems to have 
been totally neglefted. The vanity of mankind 
has, in all ages, given them a tafte for what they 
thought^;;^ry; but neatnefs is the growth of civi- 
lization, and was as much a ftranger among our 
unpolifhed anceftors, as many of thofe focial du.- 
ties, which are effential to the intercourfe of po- 
liflied fociety, iind which, upon that account j have 
an undoubted claim to a diftinguifhed rank among 
the Icffer virtues. This alteration contributed not 
a little to prevent the returns of thofe deftructive 
epidemics, which vifited Europe fo frequently be- 
fore. The houfes were now more commodioufly 
built. The ftreets were broader and cleaner, and 
confequently the circulation of air was more 
free, whi](e all thofe minutiae, which contribute 
fo much to the happinefs of our exiftence, be- 
gan by degrees to be confidered to be no lefs 

requifite 
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t to o 
health. 



Tcqiiifite to comfort, than they are in reality to 



iEneas Sylvius, fpeaking of the wealth and con- 
veniencies which he had hirnfelf witneffed in 
many towns of Germ;any, fays, *' that a king of 
" Scotland might think hirnfelf a happy man, did 
*' he enjoy all the comforts of a burgher of Nu- 
" remberg." Continuing in the fame ftyle of eu- 
logium, he adds, " There is fcarce an inn where you 
^' drink not out of filver goblets ; nor is there a 
*' tradefman's'wife, who is not prdfufely decorated 
** with ornaments of gold. In what words,^* con- 
tinues he, *' can I defcribe the magnificence of the 
*' bridles?— the profufion of jewels, which are em- 
^* ployed in rings and girdles, and in beautifying 
" the Ihields, the fpurs, and helmets of the knights? 
*' But what are thefe to the pomp and fplendor of 
** the altars, where numerous relics are difplayed 
*' enchafed with gold?'** To a modern reader, 
this defcription may probably appear a little ex- 

* To render this profufion of trcafure credible, we muft re^ 
collect, that feveral mines of filver and gold were difcovered 
about this period, which occafioned fuch an influx of the pre- 
cious metals throughout Europe, that they were employed for 
the mofl common ufes. Some idea may be formed of their 
abundance, from an anecdote which is related of Albert, duke 
of Auftria, who is faid to have dined, at Sneeberg, upon a fil- 
ver table, which weighed four hundred pounds. 

Bb4 aggeratedj 
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aggerated ; but before we give way to fcepticiiin, 
we muft remember that the author of it was an^ 
Italian, and accuftomed to all the pomp and riches 
of that flourilhing country. Nor muft we forget, 
that it relates exclufively to the great trading 
towns. Were we, indeed, to judge of the fitua* 
tion of thofe cities, iii the fifteenth century, from 
their prefent ftate of wretchednefs, our inference 
would prove erroneous in the extreme. The whole 
commerce of the eaft, at that time, centered in 
Venice, and was from thence conveyed through 
Switzerland and Germany, to the more northern 
parts of Europe, difpenfing wealth and profperity 
in it's paffage. But pomp and luxury were equally 
unknown to thofe gallant mountaineers, whofe 
actions we have recorded with delight, and whofe 
only riches <;:Qnfifted in their ignorance of gold. 

The increafe of population kept pace with that ^ 
of commerce, ' Indeed, the accounts given by au^ 
thentic hiftorians of the number of inhabitants in 
many cities of Germany, fcarce feem credible to 
tis, who have beheld them in their prefent melan^. 
choly decay, Strafburg, (though till lately a flou» 
yifhing town, and confecjuently an exception to 
the foregoing remark,) fo early as the year 1392, 
was not only fortified with ftately towers and 
lofty walls, but is faid to have contained twaity 
thoulind well armed citi25ens, who were ready 

ypoa 
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apon the fliorteft notice to take the field. The 
popuktion of Nuremberg is eftimated by Conrad 
Celtes at fifty-two thoufand. Alas! hoW miferably 
has that population declined! 

That any kind of commercial intcrcourfe fhould 
have fubfifted, at a time when travelling was at* 
tended with fo many difficulties and dangers, is, 
in every point of view, aftonifhing. The profef* 
fion of a merchant was, in many refpeds, a war* 
like profeflion : it was by force of arms, that he 
was obliged to protect the tranfport of his mer* 
chandize, againfl: the depredations of men, who 
held it to be a difgrace to noble birth to acquire 
wealth by honorable means, but who regarded it 
as none, to pl under t he traveUer of the well-earned 
fruits of honeft induftry.XThe prerogatives of 
^ birtli, however, had at length fo far yielded to 
the .fuggeftions of reafon, that they no longer 
f. fcrecned the titled robber from the puniftiment 

which was due to his crimes. The ir on ca^e, in 
wfei ch the citizens of Q uidlinberg immured a po^ 
tent baron, who infelled their neighborhood, was? 
Jong preferved as a mark of feafonable fcveritya^ ' 
and fliewn to travellers as fuch. 

Both Germany and Switzerland were in high 
^fiiination for their manufadures, and the prow 

t- SC^ ^'f>^*'-^ y/^^ A^i^ ^^^ -^f/Z 
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greis which they were dafly making in the fine 
arts. Prior to the brilliant age of Leo the tenth, 
many of the beft artifts, who were employed both 
in Italy and in France, were Swils and Germans, 
who migrated from their native country in fearch 
of fuperior emoluments. 

The difcovery of printing is alone fufficient to 
teflcft eternal honor on the nation, which gave 
birth to an invention fo highly beneficial to the 
caufe of reafon, and to the propagation of truth. 
The difficulty, and expence of procuring books, 
which was before fo great an impediment to the 
general diflufion of knowledge, were thus re* 
moved; while a fccnc of unexpefted information 
was at once opened to the inquifu:ive genius of 
man. Previous to that happy period, we are 
told, that the greateft princes, who- fpared neither 
money nor pains, could feldom fucceed in forming 
a valuable library. Lewis, elector Palatine, in the 
year 1421, bequeathed, to the univerfity of HeL- 
delberg, his celebrated coUeftion, which he had 
purchafed at a vaft expence. It confifted of one 
hundred and fifty-two manufcripts; eighty-nine 
of which were upon theological fubjefts; feven 
treated of civil law, five of municipal rights, 
forty-five of medicine, and the remaining fix of 
afironomy and philofophy. 

By 
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By a fbrtunate coincidence of circtimftances, the 
difcovery of printing took place exaftly at a pe- 
riod when the love of fcience, and a tafte for let- 
ters, were beginning to revive. The Latin daffies 
once more became the objects of admiration and 
of ftudy. The Greeks alfo, who, about this 
time, frequented Italy in confiderable numbers, 
introduced a tafte for the beauties of Grecian lite- 
rature. The northern nations, indeed, were back- 
ward in receiving the new lights. A very ade- 
quate idea of the relative improvement of the hu- 
man mind, on the oppofite fides of the Alps, may 
be formed from the produftions of the prefs in 
either country, in it's infant ftate. The Germans 
began with the Pfalms^ which were printed in 
1457. In the next place they publiflied the Bibles 
and then proceeded to the propagation of dulnefi, 
in all it's various branches of theology, and canon 
law. While from the Italian prels, as from a 
common centre, the rays of claffic learning beamed 
upon the aftoniflied world. Thus, with the ex- 
ception of the two firft works, which very dc*- 
fervedly merited a preference, every thing that 
was publiflied by the German editors, contributed 
rather to impede the progrefs of reafon> than to 
aflift it: while the Italians dived at once into the 
fources of genius, and gave to the public what- 
ever was inoft perfed in the writings of anti- 
quity. 

It 
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It is evident, however, that this deficiency of 
tafte.did not arife from the deficiency of univer- 
£ties. Places of education abounded in everjfpartof 
Germany, where pedantry had erected her leaden ' 
throne, and prefided with unrivalled defpotifin 
till towards the dofc of the fifteenth century* 
Rudolph Agricola was the firft writer who aimed 
at improving the national tafte, by introducing his 
countrymen to an acquaintance with the ancients. 
The fyftem which he wifhed to eftabfifh, was fulv 
verfive of the reign of dulnefs, and confequently 
inimical to the views and principles of the Ger- 
man theologians; who, unable to anfwer his ar. 
guments, aflfecled to delpife them, as below the 
notice of men of fuch profound erudition as them* 
felves.^ 

But m ^ite of all the efforts of dignified pe- 
dantry, a tafte for the belles ktires infenfibly 
fpread* The ftudy of Greek and Roman litenu 
cure grew every where in faifluon, except in the 
CiL^jt^tf^^ /^*jani yerfities. The profeffors, however ftill perfe- 
^^tf '^** '^^"^^5 viTX!ti unconquerable obftinacy, in adhering 
t^ y^^^^ to eftaUiihed rules, and cOTfoled themfdves bx 
^J^'0-^, Unk Aho, nq^led with which they were treated, by the 
J^^Vit^Ay CTioiuincnts they enjoyed.^ Reputation and ge- 
nius we re evidently o n the fide of their oppo* 
ii^ts,_b ut wealt h an d dign i ties belonged exdu- 
fi vdy t o them; and they fel t perfeftly f arisficd_ 
y a - // with 

^*«'*^^^^<iv ^ J^rh^ ^^^J^, ^/'^ ^ZL^^^'-^ 
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With the partition. _ By them the admirers of 

daflic learning were Itigmatifed with the ai^)ella« 

tion o f inno vators and heretics; while the latter ^^ c^^yurr^ 

retorted, by exercifing their talents for fatire upon c^^.* 

the partifans of the old fchooL Both parties, 

however, were fo occupied in this difpute, that 

they neglected to cultivate their mother tongue^ ' - 

Hence the German language grew into difrepute, 

and was fcarcely ever employed by any writer of 

eminence. 

Even the minftrel, and harper, who had for- 
merly contributed fo effentially to the delight and 
ornament of every feftive affembly, were now ba^ 
niflied from the habitatidns of the great; while 
the melancholy void, that their abfence occafioned, . 
was fupplied by the fool and the btcffhon. In the 
romantic days of chivalry, when knights and pa- 
ladins were wandering over the world in fearch 
of adventures, the moft wonderful relations of 
force and prowefc, when pourtrayed in the ani- - 
mated colors of poetr)^ were received with avi- 
dity and applaufe ; but with the decline of knight- 
hood, the pafjion for hiftorical ballads fubfided. 
The mufe was now conftrained to affume a diffe- 
rent theme. The fports of Bacchus and Venus 
were celebrated in fofter numbers, and fucceeded 
to the din of war; while fongs of love and jollity 

amufed 
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amufed the populace, and procured a dinner for 
the hungry bard. 




In proportion as the minftrel grew out of fa- 
ihion, the fool arofe to eminence. The latter too, 
m a fliort time, became a lucrative profeffion, and 
was fo much in vogue, that it was found neceflary 
to limit the number of prof ejftonal fools by a public 
decree. 



I ' The fools too were of both fexes. And exclu- 
fively of thofe who enjoyed the honorable appella- 
tion of court fools y there exifted a fet of itinerant 
foolsy who ftroUed from province to province, di- 
verting the populace with their vulgar jefts, and 

, receiving a trifling recompenfe for the degrading 

/office. 

This too proved only the fafliion of a day. The 
fool funk in eftimation, as the poet had done be- 
fore him. But no fooner was this gay and comic 
perfonage excluded from the banquets of the great, 
than mirth and hilarity entirely difappeared. DuH 
and oftentatious folemnity fucceeded to the lively 
quibbles of familiar wit. But whether the change 
was productive of any advantages in the habits of 
focial life, we muft leave to the determination of 
thofe, who are acquainted with the ftate of fociety 

. ia 
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in the German courts; where forms and eticjuette 
feem to have undergone no material alteration 
fince the period which we are now defcribing.. 

The re-union of the hierarchy, under one com- 
mon head, was eflfecled, as we have already feen, * 
by the council of Conftance. But even previous 
to that epocha, Helvetia had been too much en- 
gaged in worldly purfuits to take any aftive part 
in thofe violent altercations, which diftrafted the 
reft of the Chriftian world. To the Roman pon- 
tiff they were wont to pay the moft implicit de- 
ference, without troubling themfelves to inquire 
by what authority he reigned. The natural good 
fenfe of the inhabitants had induced them likewifc 
to correft a variety of abufes, before they were 
told, by the authority of the church, that the cor- 
rection of abufes was neceffary. The convents 
too, in general, had been put under a ftrider dif- 
cipline than was ufual in other catholic countries. 
Some too, which had rendered themfelves noto- 
rious by the profligacy of their manners, had been 
ihut up^by a public decree, and the nuns and friars 
baniflied from the Helvetic territory. 

The Helvetians followed the eftabliflied doc- 
trines of the church, fo far as they underftood 
them. They obeyed, with implicit deference, 
whatever they were commanded to obey. They 

believed, 
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believed, without inquiry, whatever they wei!d 
taught to believe. Of their literary acquirements 
little can as yet be faid. Indeed, we are told that^ 
in many places, it was no eafy tafk to find a per^ 
fon qualified for the office of fchool-maften The 
man who could read with tolerable fluency--^who 
could conjugate a Latin verb, without much he* 
fitation*-and who underfl:ood the moft common 
rules of arithmetic— was efteemed learned, and was 
fiire of preferment in the church* But if to thefe 
accomplifliments, he added a taflie for finging, his 
fortune was fure to be made* 

The Greek and Roman claffics, which were dif"* 
covered in the abbey of St. Gall, were fl:ill con- 
fined within it's walls, where the tafte for litera- 
ture, which dawned at an earlier period, appeared 
now to have fet for ever* 

Even the love of poetry, which feemed indige- 
nous to the Alpine regions, had loft it's influence 
over the public mind. A fpirit of calculation had 
extinguifhed every finer feeling in the great com- 
mercial towns. The minftrd found no encourage- 
ment, except in thofe fequeftered fpots, where the 
contagion of wealth had not yet fpread itfelf. 
But among the fons of fpeculation, the enthufiafkn 
of liberty was no longer awakened by his infpiring 
fong. 

Though 
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Though the tafte for heroic ballads was every 
where on the decline, the martial fpirit exifted 
with undiminifhed force, and blended itfelf even 
with the fuperftitions of the age. In the moun- 
tainous diftrifts, when the harveft was unfavor- 
able, the peafants armed themfelves with clubs, 
and ran tumultuoufly through the adjacent vil- 
lages, aflaulting every one they met. With thefe 
acts of violence were blended a thouland ridicu- 
lous and antic ceremonies, which were fuppofed to 
be efficacious in calling down rain from heaven, 
or in averting the eaftern blights 

Nor were perfons in a more exalted fphere, and 
of more improved underftandings^ exempt from 
the general infedlion. Felix Hammerlin, of Zuric, 
an author of fome reputation, treats the fubjeft in 
a ferious manner. Speaking of an epidemy, which 
prevailed among the horned cattk, he recommends 
benedidions* as the moft proper remedy. In 
another part of his work, he confiders the fame 
prefcription as equally efficacious with refpe<9: to 

* Ridiculous as this muft appear to every rcfledbing mind, a 
{imilar ceremony is to this day praclifed throughout the ecclc- 
liaftical ftates in Italy, on the feftival of St. Anthony. Both 
dogs and horfes receive a benedi<5i:ion, upon payment of a few 
pence, from the hands of officiating priefts, who have found 
means to perfuade the common people that this indecent 
mcckerv is effential to tlic prefervation of thole animals. 

VoL.>ir./ ./ Cc ^ormsy 
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ftorms, whixJi, he fays, are frequently excited by 
the agency of infernal fpirits. Nay, he even goes 
fo far, as to affert, that _ther e. are cafes, in which a 
Chriflian i s amply juftificd in i nvoking the aid of 
the dfevil himfelf. He further applauds the pru- 
dent conduct of the bifliop of Laufanne, for read* 
ing certain texts of fcripture, byway of preferving. 
the trout in tjie lake. The letter N, he holds to- 
be a certain fpecific againft the plague. Yet in 
fpitc of till thefe abfurdities, this man was univer- 
tally rcfpecled by his contemporaries, both for the 
ftrength of his genius, and the benevolence of his 
heart. 

M 

Thcfc anecdotes arc flifilcient to flicw the ftrong, 
hold, which fuperllition liad taken upon the hu- 
man mind. Nor was the conduct of the clergy 
by any means calculated to deliver them from the 
ignominious thraldom. Among a variety of abufes, 
fcarcc any was a fubjcct of more univerfal com- 
pbliitj than non-reiidcnce, and tlie plurality ofbe- 
iiciiccs. Indeed to fuch a height had this fcanda- 
lous pr iictice rifcn, that it was no unufual thing for 
an ItLilIan to be n^.mcd, by the court of Rome, tp- 
a bcnvficc in a counti^y,. with the language of which 
he was totally unacquainted. In fuch cafes, if he 
were a man of family, or endowed with a culti- 
valcd mind, he very naturally preferred the bril- 
liant convcrfation, and luxurious eafe of_^ Rome,, 
to 
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to the laborious duties of a profeflioii, which he 
had embraced from motives of intcreft, and not 
from the fer vor of religious zeah Thus was Tranf- 
JUpine Europe drained annually of coniiderable 
fums, to fupport the pompous profligacy of the 
Roman court, while the facred funftions of re- 
ligion were fliamefuliy neglected, or performed 
indecently by^a venal fubftitute, ^hofe incapacity 
and indolence were equa lly objects of contempts- 
Befides, it was^ no uncommon cafe for pontifical 
favour to hea£ raioluments upon one man, which,_ 
if properly diftributed, would have been fuificienjt 
for the maintenance of fifty/ Even children * were 
named to benefices of great truft and profit — ^a 
practice equally deftruftivc to the interefts of th^ 
church, and to the progrefs of ufeful knowledge. 
Since when birth alone gave a certain claim to 
preferment, the fatigues of fliudy were regarded- 
3$ no lefs ufelefs than laborious* 

The bifliops, in general, lived in a ftate of luxury 
and fpiendor, by no means confonant to the tem- 
perance and fimiplicity of evangelical manners. 
Like the fecular princes, they had their hounds, 
their horfes, their mifl:reffes, and their fools. Their 
tables vied withjhofe of the greateft fovereigns, 
both for the magnificence of the plate, and the de-» 



* Leo the tenth is a firiking example of this kind. J^ 
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licacy of the viands. The expences incidental ta 
fiich a fiyle of life, added to the immenfe fums 
which were yearly tranfmitted to Rome, under 
various pretences, frequently reduced the moft 
opulent prelates to a ftate of pecuniary embarraflt 
ment, that proved no lefs difgracefiil to them, 
than it was burdenfome to their (iiocefes — ^as they 
were driven to the neceffity of railing money by 
whatever means they coiild devife. Contefts, at- 
tended with the moft dlfaftrous confequences, 
arofe from this fyftem of extorfion. Pope Innot 
i cent the fifth, in a letter to the emperor Rodol- 
phus, complains that the count of Juliers, after 
perfecuting the church of Cologne, had attacked 
the bilhop with open violence. In a fliort time 
after, the count fell a victim to the juft indigna- 
tion of the people of Aix-la-ChapcUe. No fooner 
was the event known at Cologne, than the bifhop 
celebrated mafs with extraordinary pomp and fo^ 
lemnity, returning thanks to his patron, St. Peter, 
for this fignal delivery. At the conclufion of the 
fervice, he ordered the following verfe to be fung, 
*f Now know I, that the Lord has fent his angel 
\ ^^ to deliver me from the jaws of the lion." 

The inftance which has teen adduced, is by na 
means a Angular one. Biihops wer e continually 
^gaged in hoftilities Vv'ith thc jaity. Indeed To " 
Jreque nt were thefe fccrxs of difcord , th at mili-> 

tary 
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tary fldfl feems to hav e formed no inconfiders^blc^ 
feature in the charafter of an accompliflxcd pre« 
late. -3Eneas Sylvius praifes Dietric, biflic^ of Co* 
logne, for his proficiency in the art of war, *' He 
^* was engaged/' fays the pioijs Italian, *' in many 
*^ contefts for the defence of the church, in all of 
" which he diftinguilhed himfelf both as a ikilful 
*^ commander, and as a gallant foldier." Baldwin 
of Luxembourg, archbi£top Qf Treves, is celebrat- 
ed as one of the moft reinarkable pcrfonages in 
the age in which he lived; and yet in perufing 
Ins hiftory, we can difcover nothing ch^raderf- 
iftical of the epifcopal profeffion, accqrding to our 
;deas of that facred miniftry. FJis biographer, on 
the contrary, is continually occupied in the narra- 
^oji of battles, and of 4eges; qf towns facked, 
and of caftles flormed. In a word, the holy per^^ 
fonage appears to have been a moft valorous cap- 
tjain, but we meet with nothing in his life, that fe- 
Blinds us either of the chyiftian or pf thg bffliop, 

Happy it is for the world, that thofe days of 
violence are paft, and that the clergy have once 
more affumed the mild qualities of benevolence 
and charity, which are the apprppriate ornament 
of chriftianity. In every country in Europe, the 
fword and mitre are now difunited ; but in none ^ 
do the virtues of the chriftian bifliop fliine with 
purer radiance than in our own. /^, /^JdUi^^Cj 
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In the firft part of this work, we have viewed 
the Helvetic people in a fituation which muft en-» 
gage the fympathy of every benevolent mind. 
For what fublimer fpedacle can this world afford, 
than the ftruggles of valor in the caufe of inde- 

* pendance ? With progreffive pleafurc have we foU 
lowed them from the field of Rutli, and the de- 
file of Morgarten, to the eftablifliment of the grand 

, federative Union, between the eight cantons. We 
have examined their conduct with minute atten- 
tion during, the noble conteft. We have beheld 
whole armies of mercenaries put to flight by z, 
handful of men, who had nothing to fupport them 
but the love of liberty. While all the refourccs-^ 
and all the efibrts of Auftria, ferved only to fliew 
the folly of attempting to fubjugate a nation, 
which is firmly determined to be free, 

Such was the proud, and happy deftiny of the 
Swifs, fo long as their bofoms glowed with the 
pure flame of patriotifm ; and labor, and indufl:iy, 
gave health and vigor to their bodies. But while 
their refifl:lefs courage has excited our warmeft 
admiration, we have, in the progrefs of our labors, 
found caufe to mourn a fad reverfe of manners. 
By gradations, fcarcely perceptible, we have feen 
the nations of Helvetia decline from that primeval 
fimplicity, and fpptlefs integrity, which gave dig- 
nity to the human t|iairader. Their virtues were 

the 
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the of&pring of poverty. Amid the cares and 
ipeculations of fuccefsful commerce, they daily va- 
nifhed, till they left only a wreck behind. An 
extenfive trade gave birth to that degrading fcU 
fiihnefs, which clofcs the heart to every finer feeU 
ing. From thence too arofe that contracted fpirit 
of party, which is fo fatal to all free conftitutions; 
and which even the (lately fabric of monarchical 
government is fcarcely ftrong enough to rcfift, 
Thefe were the corroding evils that fapped the 
foundations of Helvetic freedom, and menaced 
the confederacy with more imminent ruin, than 
either the intrigues, or the armies of Auftria. 
Even during the moft flourifliing period of their 
well-earned profperity, we have beheld internal 
jealoufies, and diffentions arifing between the dif- 
ferent ftates. What a melancholy profpect does 
fuch a fcene afford for all human inftitutions ! 
Since a government, founded upon the nobleft 
principles of virtue, and cemxnted by the moft en- 
larged views of general utility, vras not proof 
againft the feduftions of wealth ! 

Should we ever refume cur pen, a lefs pleafing 
fubjeft remains to be difcuflcd. In the fequcl 
of Helvetic hiftory, the human character appears 
under a more common form — the votary of in- 
tercft — and the viftim of every difcordant paffion. 
For tlie prefcnt, however, we leave Helvetia in 

the 
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the enjoyment of happinefs, which has fdfdont 
been the lot of mortaKty^ Rhaetia was at length 
tinited with Claris. The Appenzellers were re- 
warded, for their generous ftruggle, by the fricnd- 
Ihip, and alliance, of the confederates* The jur 
rifdidion of Uri extended to the fouthem fide 
of the St. Gothard, and filled the pufillanimous 
minds of the Italian defpots with terror and 
difmay. Schweitz, defervedly venerated as the pa- 
rent of Helvetic liberty, was equally the dread 
and admiration of fiirrounding nations. While 
Unterwalden was remarkable for it's rigid ad- 
herence to all thofe ancient virtues, whjch ani-? 
mated the founders of the Helvetic league. By 
the acquifition of independance, both Zug and 
Claris had obtained the ultimate objeft of their 
wifhes, and by their integrity, their courage^ 
and their moderation, they rendered themfelves 
worthy of fo great a bleffing. An extenfive com- 
merce, the child of freedom, had given wealth 
gnd profperity to Lucerne, Berne, and Zuric, 
which the energy of their councils, and the cour 
rage of their troops feemed likely to maintain. 
Such is the picture that Helvetia prefented, at 
this happy moment, to the aftonilhcd world I 
Monarchies, and commonwealths have rifen and 
difappeared with alternate glory, and decay. They 
teach us the vanity of all human purfuits ! They 
exhibit the chimeras of ambition in their real lightj 

The 



HELVETIC REBfrjJLICS. 393 

The mightieft nations that ever fwayed the fceptre 
of the World, are loft, and gone. Some have 
crumbled away by the progrcflive attack of en- 
feebling luxury, or by the corroding hand of time. 
While others have been cruflied by the fupcrior 
force of a more powerful, and a more barbarous 
people. Such a fpeftacle is grand and terrific, and 
prepares a contemplative mind for that awful day, 
when this globe itfelf fhall diffolve, amid the ge- 
neral wreck of nature. When the wildeft projefts 
of ambition, the moft fplendid theories of philo- 
fophy, and the proudeft monuments of art, fliafl 
be as if they had never been^ 

It is not with the rule and compafs that wc 
can eftimate the happinefs, or the glory of a nation. 
Jt is by the fublimity of his ideas, and the energy 
of his conduft, that man attains to glory. In this 
point of view the little ftates of Greece were infi- 
nitely fuperior to the moft potent of the Afiatic 
fiefpots. A band of robbers and outlaws, afiem- 
bled under the command of Romulus, gave laws 
to the fubjugated world. And in our days, we 
have feen three millions of inhabitants, difperfed 
over the immenfe continent of America, refifting 
;all the treafure, and all the power of Britain, 

The heroic period of Helvetic hiftory, (a period 
which ^yi^ bear a comparifon with the proudeft 

annals 
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annak of any nation) ended at Xht ^eacc with 
Auftria, which is termed the fifty yetrs. truce* 
That was, indeed, the golden age of the cofffede'^ 
racy. Peace and union at home— refpe<?i:ability 
abroad. Their commerce extenfive, their manu- 
faftories flourifliing. Their towns embelliflied, 
their governments ftrengthened. Nor were thefe 
bleflings the refult of artful intrigues, or of deep 
laid policy, h^ the fpontaneous growth of repub^ 
lican virtue ! Of virtue which raifed the founders 
of the Helvetic league to a ftandard with the mofl; 
celebrated heroes that hiftory can boaft, and which 
preferved the nation in peace and profperity, fa 
long as Liberty and Union ^were the bui*» •. 
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